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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE THEME of this year’s British Architects’ Conference will 
be building materials and techniques. p. 411 


THE MAIN PROPOSALS of the Town and Country Planning 
Bill, 1954, are summarised on p. 416 


THE SUPPLY of metal windows and doors was referred to the 
Monopolies Commission on February 24. p. 430 


AN INDICATION of the size of the food replacement programme 
which the growing urbanisation of Britain was forcing onto us, 
was given by Dr. G. P. Wibberley at the Royal Society of Arts 
on March 3. p. 431 


A REPORT of the annual dinner of the RICS, which was held 
in London on Tuesday, appears on p. 441 








THE NEW PLANNING BILL 


HE Government has now presented to Parliament* the 
“major amending Bill” promised in the White Paper 
of November, 1952, on the amendment of the financial pro- 
visions of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. ‘The 
basis of the 1947 financial provisions was that the development 
value in land should be transferred to the State. To that 
end, there was to be (with a few minor exceptions) no com- 
pensation for refusal of planning permission, but those who 
obtained such permission were to pay a development charge ; 
the compulsory purchase price of land was to be restricted 
to the value of the land for its existing use. As a measure of 
compensation for this transfer of development rights, the 
sum of £300 million was to be paid out not later than July, 
1953, to those people who in the meantime were able to 
establish a claim for loss of development value. 

It has generally been admitted that this scheme has not 
worked well, and it came as no surprise when in November, 
1952, the present Government issued a White Paper proposing 
drastic alterations. Briefly, the Government proposed : 

(i) To abolish development charge altogether ; 

(ii) not to pay out the £300 million ; 

(iii) subject to certain exceptions, to pay compensation for 
planning restrictions as and when development is prevented 
or severely restricted ; 

(iv) to use the admitted claims on the £300 million as 
setting the upper limit of compensation for loss of develop- 
ment value, i.e., compensation for planning restrictions will 
not exceed the amount of the admitted claim, and the com- 
pulsory purchase price of land will be the existing use value 
plus the amount of the admitted claim. 

Effect has already been given to points (i) and (ii) by the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1953. The new Bill deals 
with points (iii) and (iv) and with the various matters which 





“*The Town and Country Planning Bill, 1954. The major provisions are 


Summarised on page 416. 










































































arise as a result of the transition from the 1947 scheme to the 
new basis. It is a substantial measure of 73 clauses and ten 
schedules extending to 93 pages, and it will obviously require 
a good deal of detailed examination. It is clear, however, 
that it follows fairly closely the principles enunciated in the 
White Paper, and perhaps most interest will centre upon the 
provisions for compensation for planning restrictions which 
are now set out in full for the first time. 

The compensation scheme is by no means a simple one. 
It relates only to what is called ‘‘ new development,” which 
is defined as development other than development of a type 
specified in the Third Schedule to the 1947 Act. This 
Third Schedule contains a list of various kinds of develop- 
ment which may be regarded as falling within the existing 
use of land or buildings—-e.g., the extension of a building 
within certain limits of cubic capacity—and even under the 
1947 Act compensation was payable in most of these cases 
if planning permission were refused. The basis of compensa- 
tion under the Third Schedule was, and is to remain, the 
difference between the value of the property with the benefit 
of such permission and its value without such permission. 
The Third Schedule remains in force, so that there will now 
be two entirely different schemes of compensation for refusal 
of planning permission. This is perhaps unavoidable, since 
to unite the two schemes would lead to certain injustices, but 
it will hardly make it easier for many people to understand 
the legislation on this subject. 

In the case of new development, compensation will be 
payable where planning permission is refused or granted 
subject to conditions. There are, however, certain important 
exceptions. No compensation will be paid under the new 
Bill where permission is refused for either (a) any develop- 
ment which does not consist in the carrying out of building, 
engineering, mining or other operations—a formula which 
excludes changes of use and outdoor advertising—or (b) the 
formation or laying-out of means of access to a highway. 
Moreover, no compensation will be payable where permission 
for any development is refused on the ground that it would 
be premature having regard to the local development plan 
or the deficiency of water supplies or sewerage ; in this case, 
however, if another application is made after a lapse of ten 
years, compensation will be payable if permission is again 
refused on this ground. 

The Bill also provides that compensation will not be pay- 
able where conditions are imposed in respect of : 


(a) The number or disposition of buildings on any land ; 

(5) the dimensions, design, structure or external appear- 
ance of any building, or the materials to be used in its 
construction ; 

(c) the manner in which any land is to be laid out, 
including provision of facilities for parking, loading and 
fuelling vehicles ; 

(d) the use of buildings or other land ; and 

(e) the location or design of any means of access to a high- 
way, or the materials to be used in its construction. 


It is to be hoped that Parliament will give very careful 
consideration to this list of exceptions, which in its present 
form raises a number of problems. For instance, the signifi- 
cance of paragraph (a) is far from clear. Suppose application 
is made for the development of an acre of land by the building 
of 18 houses and permission is granted for 12; does that 
operate as a refusal of permission for the erection of six houses 
thus entitling the developer to compensation, or does it operate 
as a grant of permission subject to a condition relating to the 
‘“* number and disposition of buildings ” for which compensa- 
tion is not payable ? Paragraph (c) also requires careful con- 
sideration—does the provision of facilities for the parking of 
vehicles extend to the construction of underground parking 
space, and if so, is it equitable that the building owner should 
bear the whole cost ? 

A welcome feature of the Bill is that these compensation 
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provisions apply to cases where permission has been refused 
or conditions have been imposed since the 1947 Act came into 
force on July 1, 1948, as well as to future cases. Applications 
for compensation are to be considered in the first instance 
by the Minister of Housing and Local Government, and if the 
applicant disputes the Minister’s decision he can appeal to 
the Lands Tribunal. The Minister’s jurisdiction, however, 
will not be confined to assessing the amount of compensation, 
since he will have power to give permission for development 
comparable to that for which permission had been refused. 
Whilst this may be satisfactory from the developers’ point of 
view, it will do nothing to allay the fears which have been 
widely expressed since the publication of the White Paper 
in November, 1952, that planning will once again become 
subordinate to financial considerations—or, put more bluntly, 
that the Minister will be under pressure from the Treasury 
to sanction development contrary to his better judgment. 
That this is no idle fear is well borne out by the numerous 
examples of false economy which are now being imposed in 
various fields of public activity. It is, unfortunately, almost 
impossible to devise any constitutional or legislative safeguard 
against this, and the only solution seems to be a continuous 
airing of a professional and public opinion aware of the 
importance of constructive town and country planning. 

The greatest defect of the new compensation scheme, 
however, lies in the fact that, where there is no admitted claim 
on the £300 million, no compensation at all can be claimed 
for refusal of planning permission. ‘This may work a good 
deal of injustice in some cases, and Parliament would do 
-well to permit claims to be put in even now. A very good 
example of the necessity for this comes from Exeter where a 
number of owners omitted to put in a claim by the prescribed 
date because they thought—mistakenly, but reasonably— 
that their cases would fall under the supplementary scheme 
to be made under section 59 of the 1947 Act in respect of war- 
damaged land. When the section 59 scheme was made, they 
found that their cases were excluded, and it was too late to 
make their claim on the £300 million. The refusal of the 
Central Land Board to offer any redress has reflected no 
credit at all on the responsible officials. The new scheme will 
probably represent the final settlement, at least for many years, 
of the financial problems of planning. It is vitally important, 
therefore, that it should not only be sound financially and 
administratively but should also command the confidence of 
public opinion. Nothing could more easily destroy that 
confidence than the injustice of one person getting compensa- 
tion and another being deprived of it because of the accident 
that the former had a claim on the £300 million whilst the 
latter had not. 


A STUDY IN ORGANISATION 


HE publication yesterday by the British Institute of 
Management of an occasional paper in the form of a 
*report upon the recent construction of the ESSO Refinery 
at Fawley, Hants, is a matter of some moment for the building 
industry and for all who derive their livelihood from building 
be they professional, industrial or commercial, for here in 
this small document is the record and practical evidence of 
how, in a period of some 2} years, an oil refinery project 
costing some £373 m. sterling was commenced, completed 
and brought into full operation in the United Kingdom. 
This tremendous and complex undertaking was achieved by 
experts with an entirely fresh approach to management 
practice and policy in relation to construction which, due to 
circumstance and expediency, cut across in some degree the 
methods currently adopted in the conduct of constructional 
work in this country. 
Sir Hugh Beaver, chairman of the Council of the British 
Institute of Management and distinguished war-time Director- 





* Construction of Esso Refinery, Fawley. A study in organisation. By A. P 
Gray and Mark Abrams. Published by the British Institute of Management. 


General at the Ministry of Works, with wide experience of 
constructional problems, writes in a Foreword to the Report: 

“It is always claimed—and is to a large extent true—that th 
problems of the construction industry are unique, in that every jo} 
presents its own special difficulties and requires its own special 
treatment. But in fact the principles of organisation and contr) 
are to a large extent common in all forms of enterprise, as is the nee 
for effective planning and efficient execution. There is therefor 
much to be learned from the study of the Fawley project, as applicable 
to any project, and particularly a construction project... . . 

‘In the first place the whole work was concentrated under one 
contract, so that the organisation and co-ordination was in the 
contractor’s hands to an extent that seldom obtains in our normal 
practice of multi-contracts. Secondly the contractor—pre-selected— 
and the client co-operated closely from the outset. Thirdly the whok 
detailed plans were ready at or near the start ; materials could all be 
ordered well in advance and a realistic time schedule could be drawn 
up and followed. 

‘* These are conditions and methods that have been advocated over 
and over again, but however desirable their adoption does not lie 
primarily with the contractor. It is for the building owner to recognise 
that the most efficient, the most economical, and the quickest way to 
get a large construction job carried through is to approach it in this 
way. It is necessary to recognise that time is money, and to be 
prepared to pay for punctual delivery ; and further to recognise that 
to secure punctual delivery it is essential to complete the plans and 
organisation at the beginning, and not to carry on the planning and 
organisation through the whole construction period.” 

It should be increasingly obvious that the enormous 
benefits to be derived from enlightened managerial practice 
and disciplined control and supervision are not confined solely 
to projects of the size of the Fawley Refinery but have their 
undoubted application to all building work. Alas, how 
difficult it seems to effect a major improvement or general 
alteration in the present divided method of constructional 
design and production management. How rigid are the 
attitudes adopted by the several parties in the industry to 
their joint responsibilities ; and yet lip service in abundance 
is paid upon every side to the need for ensuring close ce- 
operation and maintaining a team spirit among everyone 
engaged in building. It is rightly repeated that only by these 
means can higher rates of building output and reduced costs 
be achieved. 

It is now over three years since the Working Party 
and the Anglo-American Productivity Team issued their 
reports in which numerous recommendations were made for 
far-reaching reforms in the conduct of building operations, 
but still the industry seems bedevilled by its sectional make- 
up and its divided interests, and seems impotent to implement 
many of the suggestions advanced. The vital importance of 
the interrelated and interdependent responsibilities of the 
various parties who comprise the building team consistently 
evades the notice of the industry as a whole, and in conse- 
quence the management function in the conduct of work is 
frequently casual and haphazard. _Is it too much to hope that 
there are men of stature and statesmanship with sufficient 
courage and vision who can shake the industry out of its 
present complacent attitude towards the indifferent and 
muddled direction and control that exists at top level on many 
contracts ? Cannot some of the simple fundamental lessons 
of Fawley be understood and gainfully applied to management 
practice on projects of a more modest scale ? Is it not evident 
that the professional bodies and employers’ organisations in 
the industry have an inescapable joint responsibility to discuss 
frankly, possibly in liaison with the British Institute of 
Management, the problems of co-ordinated management 
procedure in relation to building work ? Would it be impossi- 
ble to evolve a Code of Management Practice to suit the needs 
of the present-day industry with the necessary training and 
educational arrangements to bring such a code into early use? 
Or is the industry to remain blissfully content to drift on 
without any attempt being made to review this vital problem 
and establish recognised and clearly defined management 
policies and practices by which the client, architect, contractor 
and consultant can effect a close unity of purpose to the 
advantage of all, as has been so clearly demonstrated at 
Fawley ? 
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NOTES & NEWS 


ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE 


UILDING materials and techniques 
B are to be the subject of this year’s 
British Architects’ Conference which is be- 
ing held from May 26 to 29. 'T'wo papers 
will be given in collaboration by Mr. 
William Allen, ARIBA, Chief Architect 
of the Building Research Station, and 
Mr. E. D. Mills, FRIBA, both of whom 
are experts on this subject. 

The conference headquarters will be 
Torre Abbey, which has been lent by the 
Corporation of ‘Torquay, and a garden 
party will be held in the grounds. 

A section of an exhibition at conference 
headquarters is being supplied by the 
Building Research Station; the other 
sections will illustrate the work of local 
architects and schools of architecture. 

The hosts, the Devon and Cornwall 
Society of Architects, will welcome guests 
at an informal reception on the first 
evening at the Marine Spa. On the 
second evening the mayor will entertain 
conference members at a civic reception 
in the Town Hall. 'The conference dinner 
on the third evening is to be held in the 
Palace Hotel. 

A good programme of tours is also 
being arranged. 


RIBA SALARIED MEMBERS 


THE RIBA Councit have been con- 
sidering the question of the representation 
of members and students in salaried 
employment for the purpose of negotiating 
salaries and conditions of service. The 
problem is one of complexity, and before a 
decision is reached as to what further 
steps might be taken, it has been decided 
to obtain an expression of opinion from 
all members and students in the United 
Kingdom. A questionnaire form, to- 
gether with an explanatory letter and a 
summary of a report on the subject, pre- 
pared by the Salaried and Official Archi- 
tects’ Committee, is being sent out, 
we gather, to all members and students 
in the United Kingdom. 'The Council 
regard it as of importance to obtain the 
most accurate assessment of opinion 
possible, and to this end all members and 
students are especially asked to complete 
and return the questionnaire form, whether 
they are now in salaried employment or 
not. 


EMPLOYMENT OF ARCHITECTS 


A SPECIAL ECONOMY committee of 
Stalybridge Borough Council has asked 
the housing committee to examine the 
possibility of the borough engineer under- 
taking the task of designing and erecting 
new houses. This follows its study of the 
relative merits, financially and otherwise, 
of continuing to employ private architects 
for new housing schemes, or engaging 
additional staff for such purposes in the 
borough engineer’s department. 


RA SUMMER EXHIBITION 


THE RoyaL ACADEMY have announced 
the days for receiving works for the 1954 
Summer Exhibition. For water colours, 
pastels, miniatures, black and _ white 
drawings, colour prints, engravings, and 
architectural drawings, the date is Friday, 
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APPLICATION 
School recently erected at New Barnet for the Hertfordshire County Council in- 
corporates an unusual method of displaying pictures which have both an educational 


UNUSUAL 


and decorative appeal. 


OF PLASTICS. 
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The Livingstone Primary 


The pictures are photographic enlargements of eighteenth- 


and nineteenth-century wood-cuts and engravings of English plant, animal and bird 
life, which have been incorporated into the surface of a wall made up of panels of 


Warerite veneered board. 


As the murals are actually part of the plastics surface 


they are protected from damage, and can be kept clean by wiping with a damp cloth. 
A special photographic white grade of Warerite plastics was used, and it is claimed 


that the pictures lost none of their detail during the process of incorporation. 


The 


architects for the school were Messrs. James Cubitt and Partners, in collaboration 
with the County Architect, Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, FRIBA, and the contractors 
were Messrs. Francis Jackson, Ltd. 





March 19; oil paintings, Saturday, March 
20, and Monday, March 22; and sculp- 
ture, Tuesday, March 23. The hours for 
the reception of works are 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
except Saturday, March 20, when they are 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Not more than three 
works may be sent by any one artist and no 
work will under any circumstances be re- 
ceived before or after these specified dates. 
All works must be delivered (unpacked) at 





COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, MARCH 8 
RIBA Liprary Group.—lIdentification of unknown 
drawings in the possession of the library. 66, Portland- 
place, Wl. 6 p.m. 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 
—“ ‘he Land Utilisation Survey of Britain,’’ by Dr. 
E. C. Willatts. 28, King-street, WC2. 6.30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 
LMBA CENTRAL AREA No. 1.—Lunch to be followed 


by discussion on RIBA Form of Contract. Derry and 
Toms’ Restaurant, High-street, Kensington, W8. 
1 p.m 


INSTITUTE OF PLUMBERS.—Annual dinner and dance. 
Park Lane Hotel, Piccadilly. 7 p.m. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 11 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.—First of two lectures on 
modern French Architecture, by M. Paul Tournon. 


University College, Gower-street, WCl. 5.30 p.m. 
Second lecture on March 12. : ee 
INSTITUTE OF Hovusinc.—‘‘ The New ‘Town— 


Problems and Progress,’’ by Mr. R. A. Cook, FRICS. 
County Hall, Westminster Bridge-road, SEl. 7 p.m. 

SouTH-East Essex TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND SCHOOL 
oF Art.—Exhibition of Building and Surveying 
Students’ Work. Technical College, Longbridge- 
road, Dagenham. 2 p.m. Continuing on March 12 
and 13. i 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—“‘ Joints in 
Water-Retaining Structures,’ by Mr. P. L. Critchell. 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, SW1. 6 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 13 

PROVIDENT INSTITUTION OF BUILDERS’ FOREMEN AND 
CLERKS OF WorkKS.—Dinner and Dance. Café Royal, 
Regent-street, W1. 6.30 pm 


the Burlington Gardens entrance, and 
none will be received at the Piccadilly 
entrance. Labels and forms can be 
obtained from the Academy. Applications, 
by letter, must be addressed to the Secre- 
tary, Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, 
W1, and be accompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope. "Fhe Exhibition opens 
on May 1 and closes on August 15. 


REVISED CODE OF CONDUCT 


THE ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION 
CouncIL of the United Kingdom, in their 
annual report for the year 1953 which has 
just been published, state that the Code 
of Conduct is being reviewed and revised 
by a Committee of the Council in con- 
sultation with the constituent bodies. 
All architects on the Register will receive 
a copy of the revised code when approved 
by the Council. 


FIVE COUNTIES ARRANGEMENTS 


WELL PRODUCED, and with a number of 
photographs and drawings on art paper, 
the Birmingham and Five Counties. 
Architectural Association’s ‘‘ Green Book ”’ 
for the 1953-54 session, issued from 
8, Newhall-street, Birmingham 3, lists 
the various meetings arranged for the 
coming months as well as giving an 
account of past events. An interesting 
session is indicated and azaong the guest 
speakers who will be heard at Birmingham 
are Messrs. Felix J. Samuely, Peter 
Shepheard, A. G. Sheppard Fidler, 
Clough Williams-Ellis and Sir William: 
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Holford, while Mr. Ove Arup and Mr. 
M. Hartland Thomas are among those 
invited to Coventry this winter. 


CARE OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


York INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTURAL 
Stupy has arranged two further courses 
of study on the protection and repair of 
historic buildings. Course 6, to be held 
from March 22 to April 3 at St. Mary’s 
Hotel, York, will be a general course for 
architects, surveyors, clerks of works and 
builders ; Course 7, also at York, from 
April 6 to 13, will be devoted to the care 
of churches. Both courses will be staffed 
by a distinguished group of lecturers. 
The Institute issues a special invitation 
to builders to join in both courses, where 
their practical knowledge can be of great 
assistance. Details are available from 
the Secretary, St. Anthony’s Hall, York. 
The fee for Course 6 is £21, and for 
Course 7, £12 12s., both inclusive of 
accommodation and board. 


YORK CIVIC TRUST 


ACCORDING to the annual report for 
1953 of the Academic Development 
Committee of the York Civic Trust, 
which has just been issued, the Com- 
mittee’s activities will be nearly doubled 
in 1954. There will be a variety of 
courses throughout the year at the Borth- 
wick Institute ; a repeat of all the other 
courses (including the Summer Schools) 
held in 1953 ; and the addition of a one- 
week Summer School giving an outline 
of English architecture and a course on 
the design and lay-out of public parks. 
Full details of the courses available can 
be obtained from the Secretary, St. 
Anthony’s Hall, Yorks. 


VISIT TO POLAND 


THE PorisH Society oF ARCHITECTS 
(SARP) in 1952 invited 50 architects from 
20 different countries as guests to Warsaw 
on the occasion of the opening of Marszal- 
kowska-square, the central civic feature 
in Warsaw’s reconstruction programme. 
It has now been decided to hold a second 
conference from May 30 to June 10 next 
in Poland, again at the invitation of the 
Polish Society of Architects, but this time 
to enlarge the meeting to include more 
students of architecture and town plan- 
ning, members of housing committees 
and officials and directors of housing 
organisations. Those wishing to join 
the British party going to Poland should 
write to: Max Lock, FRIBA, MTPI, 7, 
Victoria-square, London, SW1. 


VILLAGE HALLS 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SOCIAL 
SERVICE is publishing some useful booklets 
on village halls. The first of these, on 
exteriors, was issued a few months ago ; 
the second, dealing with interiors, is now 

. published (price 1s. 6d.). It gives a good 
deal of practical information on planning, 
furnishing, equipment and decoration, 
and includes half-a-dozen illustrations. 
Only one building, the America Hall, 
Pinhoe, Devon, appears to have been 
designed by an architect (his name is not 
given); the remainder are prefabricated 
buildings of a standard type. No doubt 
such buildings are suitable in some cases, 
but special designs by architects must 
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often be required, and this might well 
have been mentioned in the _ booklet. 
The address of the National Council is 26, 
Bedford-square, London, WC1. 


RURAL INDUSTRIES 


IT IS IMPORTANT that rural industries 
and their skilled craftsmen progress in 
harmony with present-day developments, 
but well-equipped technical schools such 
as are found in our cities are not easily 
available to all our rural population. One 
of the more important developments in 
the work of the Rural Industries Bureau 
has been the increased number of residen- 
tial courses for craftsmen held during the 
last twelve months. ‘‘ Skill in Country 
Workshops,’ the Bureau’s report for 
1952-1953, tells of how 28 courses of a 
week’s duration were organised in various 
parts of the country, fostering great 
interest among craftsmen, who left their 
businesses in order to attend, often at 
considerable cost to themselves. 


UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP 


THE UNITED STEEL COMPANIES, LTD. 
announce that they have endowed a 
university entrance scholarship, tenable at 
St. John’s College, Cambridge, which 
will be open to candidates who intend to 
study physical or mechanical sciences. 

The scholarship will be offered annually 
at the open examination for entrance 
scholarships and exhibitions of St. John’s 
College and the emolument will be £100 
a year; but the College will be entitled 
to augment this to bring it up to a total 
value of £150. 


BIRMINGHAM APPOINTMENT 


Mr. J. P. Macey, deputy housing 
manager for Birmingham since March, 
1951, has been appointed housing manager 
in succession to Mr. J. R. Allerton, whose 
appointment as director of housing to the 
London County Council was announced 
in our last issue. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


The practice of Mr. A. D. Mason, ARICS, chartered 
quantity surveyor, formerly carried on at 36, Camomile- 
street, EC3, has been acquired by Messrs. NEWBERRY 
AND Wyatt, AA.RICS, chartered quantity surveyors, 
who will continue both practices at their present 
address of 20, Eccleston-street, SW1 (tel. : Sloane 7603). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 


Saturday, March 4, 1854 

SAINT PavuL’s CHURCHYARD IMPROVE- 
MENTS.—It has been suggested by several 
correspondents that it is a great pity 
that the fine view of the whole of the 
south front of Saint Paul’s Cathedral, now 
obtained by pulling down the houses 
opposite to Cook and Co.’s giant ware- 
house, should be destroyed so far as the 
east end of the cathedral will be hidden 
when new houses shall be built on the 
north side of the street (New Cannon- 
street) where it joins Saint Paul’s church- 
yard. ‘The. pavement is laid around a 
triangular piece of now vacant ground at 
the angle of the new street, as if this piece 
were to be built on, as doubtless is the 
intention. We hope the authorities will 
reconsider this point. Although the plot 
will doubtless produce a large sum, they 
might perhaps be persuaded to make a 
more noble opening into Cannon-street, 
and erect some public testimonial in the 
centre of the crossing. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


REBUILDING THE CITY 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— From a study of current djs. 
cussion, comment and Press corre. 
spondence, it is possible to detect at leas, 
five schools of thought on the style, o; 
styles and method, to be adopted in the 
rebuilding of the City. These are ({j 
Neo-Georgianism, (2) Doctrinaire Mod. 
ernism, (3) Haussmannism, (4) Go-as-you. 
please Chaos, and (5) Co-ordination (o; 
variety within unity). Where, .as in the 
case of the City, there still lingers ap 
outmoded belief that the piper-payer 
should be consulted about the tune, ye 
may well end up by having a character. 
istically English mixture of the whole lot— 
only a fool or an optimist would care to 

say confidently what is likely to happen. 
My purpose in writing is not to suggest 
any easy way of solving an immensely 
complicated problem, but to express the 
hope that we shall at least avoid Hauss. 
mannism, or fagade architecture. Apart 
from the fact that it would be foolishly retro. 
gressive to turn the City into a simulation 
of Parisian boulevards, we know from 
experience that such treatment could 
never satisfy the requirements. The 
design of streets as elevational unities 
was successful enough in the eighteenth 
century in such places as Bath, when the 
requirements were so much simpler than 
they are to-day, but I can recall no 
successful large-scale example of such 
treatment in modern times. ‘The imposi- 
tion of elevational uniformity in_ the 
Headrow at Leeds (the design was pro- 
vided by the late Sir Reginald Blomfield) 
resulted in long delays and a great amount 
of friction between the authorities and the 
developers, and there is no reason to 
believe that an attempt to impose 3 
similar scheme in the City would be 
any more fundamentally successful. No 
one likes being put into a strait-jacket. 
Moreover, with “ fagading,”’ it is difficult 
and uneconomic to do other than build 
up to the perimeter of a site, which 
involves the use of the obsolescent light- 
well, which was responsible for so much 
of the accommodation on the lower floors 
of City buildings remaining unlet between 
the wars. The freer type of contemporary 
planning allows much better access for 
car-parking as well as improved light and 

air for the occupants of the buildings. 

However, it is as certain as anything 
can be that in many cases such planning 
will not be practicable nor desired by the 
developers, and there will be a great deal 
of variety in plan and in height and 
character of elevations (assuming, 0 
course, that the Haussmannisers do not 
have their way). But we know thi 
buildings of widely different periods and 
character can “live together’’ in a street, 
and that is the hope of Sir David Eccles’ 
suggestion of ‘‘co-ordination’’ in the 
City, which is now, I regret to note> 

being disparaged in certain quarters. 
SPERO. 





ARCHITECTURE UNADORNED 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— The perspective and descriptiof 
of the scheme for rebuilding th 
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“City Temple’ (The Builder, February 
12) appears to supply an adequate answer 
to your well-balanced leader in the same 
issue of The Builder—at least to one of 
those old fogeys who has always refused 
to be called a “‘ Chartered Architect.” 

There may be every justification for the 
up-to-date construction proposed to be 
adopted in restoring this building, but 
none for filling the space between the 
“Free Classic’’ stone tower and South 
pavilion with an elevation entirely out 
of character with the old building. 


It will be noted that this new portion 
is a typical example of the “clever” 
engineering now passing as “‘ architecture”’ 
and applied indifferently to factories, 
schools, power stations, concert halls, 
multiple stores and churches. (It might 
be either.) 

Until architecture ceases to be 
“functional,’” and again expresses the 
spiritual and intellectual purposes which 
the buildings are to serve, there will be 
no call for beauty of any kind—whether 
it be sculpture, ornament, fine colour or 
texture—to clothe the ugly skeletons 
unblushingly displayed as being the whole 
corpus of architecture. 


GILBERT H. JENKINS [FRIBA]. 
24, Daleham-gardens, NW3. 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— Among the letters in your issue 
of February 19 concerning the 
Institute of Builders, your correspondent 
Mr. M. F. Chaplin mentions the feelings 
of intending candidates when they realise 
the difficulty of passing the examinations. 
He did not, however, mention the diffi- 
culties encountered after passing the 
examinations. 


For the benefit of intending candidates 
I give my own experience. After passing 
the Licentiate examination, I was elected 
a Licentiate, following which, in 1946, I 
passed the Associate examination, but 
despite the fact that I have spent nearly 
20 years in ‘‘ on the site’ building work 
and the last ten years in full-time building 
education, the Admissions Committee 
tuled that my practice qualifications do 
not meet their requirements for election 
to Associate membership. From the 
regulations, and in the correspondence 
with the Institute up to the date of passing 
the Associate examination, there was 
nothing to indicate that my _ practice 
qualifications would not be acceptable, 
otherwise I would not have gone forward 
for the examination. 


Although, in my profession, Associate 
membership would be of some direct 
benefit, and I now realise that the time 
spent in study would have been more 
profitably directed towards the examina- 
tions of some other professional body, 
this is not a ‘‘ moan’ but simply a factual 
contribution to the discussion in your 
columns, from which, I feel sure, some 
lasting benefit to our industry will in time 
emerge. 

James LEIPER. 


55, Fetteresso-terrace, Stonehaven. 
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THE BUXTON MEMORIAL 
‘To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I add my support to Mr- 

H. A. Brockman’s plea (in a recent 

issue) for the return of the Buxton 
Memorial to Parliament Square ? 


It was Buxton who succeeded Wilber- 
force in the leadership of the anti-slavery 
campaign, and his efforts played a large 
part in the emancipation of the slaves of 
the British Empire in 1833-4. This was a 
humanitarian achievement of which the 
British people may be justly proud, and 
there could be no more appropriate place 
for a memorial to Buxton than in Parlia- 
ment Square. There is in the Square a 
fine statue of Abraham Lincoln, and it 
seems strange that our own earlier and 
surely greater achievement should be left 
uncommemorated. 


A. E. TELLIne. 


5, Bromwich-avenue, N6. 


INSULATING MATERIAL FROM 
RICE HUSKS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—I was very interested to read ‘“ In 
Parliament ’’ on page 353 of your 
issue of February 19, the reference to 
‘‘ Material from Rice Husks,’’ and that 
such a material was referred to as being 
“new.” 

In 1937-38, I was responsible for super- 
vising the construction of Army officers’ 
quarters at Kohat, North West Frontier 
Province, India, and used insulating slabs 
made of rice husks and Portland cement. 
This material was made up in 2 in. or 3 in. 
slabs approximately 3 ft. by 1 ft. 6 in. and 
was used for sound insulation over 
reinforced concrete structural floors, and 
for thermal insulation in flat roofs. It was 
manufactured and marketed by a firm in 
Karachi under the trade name “ Feather- 
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crete,’ was extremely light in weight and 
travelled well. It may be “‘ fire resisting ”’ 
but, unless specially treated, is definitely 
not “ fireproof.” 

I had occasion to visit Kohat in 1948 
and inspected the buildings in which 
‘“* Feathercrete’’ had been used. There 
were no signs of deterioration, after 10 
years in position, and its insulating 
qualities still appeared to be excellent. 

It is considered that as rice is not grown 
in this country, the main problem in 
using rice husks would be transportation, 
as the “ bulk for weight’ factor is very 
high. 

Major G. W. L. PEGRAM. 

2, Colin Court, 

1, Colinette-road, Putney, SW15. 


«* A fuller account of the material, with 
a description of tests carried out at a recent 
demonstration, was given in The Builder of 
February 5.—Eb. 


OBITUARY 
AUGUSTE PERRET 


WE REGRET to record the death, in Paris, 
on February 25, of M. Auguste Perret 
who was the recipient of the Royal Gold 
Medal of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects for 1948. He was 80 years of 
age. 

Auguste Perret gained international 
reputation for his scientific handiing of 
reinforced concrete in building, and, at 
its formation in the autumn of 1946, he 
was elected president of the International 
Reunion of Architects which met at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 


Auguste Perret was born in Brussels, of 
French parents, in 1874. He studied at 
the Beaux Arts in Paris, winning in 1895 
the prize of the ‘“‘ Reconnaissance des 
Architectes Americans.”’ "The first work 
of his own was a house in rue Franklin, 
Paris, a reinforced concrete building, 
revolutionary in technique and architec- 
tural style. Later he designed a school 
at rue de la Tour, the Champs Elysées 
Theatre, the docks at Casablanca and, 
perhaps, most notable of all, the church 
at Raincy. 

Perret designed and built prolifically, 
his work including the music hall in the 
rue Cardinet, the acoustic properties of 
which are said to be perfect, a museum for 
the Department of Public Works, theatres, 
factories, flats, monuments, railway 
stations, the replanning of the Marignane 
Airport in 1947, villas and churches. 
Besides all this he ran an atelier at the 
Beaux Arts for 160 pupils. 


He was recognised the world over as a 
pioneer of modern architecture. 


JOHN DUDLEY DAYMOND 


WE REGRET to announce the death of? 
John Dudley Daymond which took place 
on February 21 at the age of 74. He was, 
the grandson of the original founder of 
John Daymond and Son, architectural 
sculptors, a firm founded in Westminster 
in 1853. For a century the firm enriched 
with sculpture, carving and other embel- 
lishments many well known buildings. 
Churches and church accessories were an 
important portion of their practice. 
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VENETIAN VILLAS 
An Exhibition at the RIBA 


WOULD award full marks even if I 

had not the personal interest in this 
exhibition (open at 66, Portland-place 
until March 27) to which with apologies 
but for a reason IJ refer later. The Italians 
have done a swell job of realistic docu- 
mentation, romantic without sentimental- 
isation ; and the RIBA are to be con- 
gratulated on securing the show for us 
and mounting it so tactfully. 


It has the quality of the best docu- 
mentary films—that of truth as opposed to 
mere accuracy—and the scholarship it 
distils into visual beauty proves that the 
converse of Italy’s contemporary archi- 
tectural comeback is being well cared for. 

Reminiscence must be avoided, but I 
ask indulgence for the introduction of a 
personal note, which may become em- 
barrassingly lyrical, in the hope of con- 
veying some of my own recollections. It 
was my job as a soldier, like other archi- 
tects, to effect “‘ first-aid’ repairs to war 
damage, immediately on the occupation 
by Allied Military Government of a 
Region of which the Veneto (eight 
Provinces forming Venezia Euganea) was 
the heart—and Vicenza and Verona 
provided some heartburnings. . Damage 
there was considerable, some unavoidable 
in ‘‘ speeding the parting guest’’ and 
some spitefully inflicted by that guest at 
the end of his outstayed welcome. Un- 
controlled requisitioning could be no less 
damaging. 


A FORTUNATE ESCAPE 

Fortunately, the Ville del Vicentino, 
including their Palladian ‘‘ hardcore,’’ 
escaped on the whole lightly both bombing 
and the sporadic but bloody mopping-up 
along, for example, the canalised Brenta, 
being dispersed country retreats where 
traditionally the Venetian nobility rode 
out the dog-days. At one end of the 





From the RIBA Exhibition 
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From the RIBA Exhibition. 
The Villa Emo, Fanzolo (by Andrea Palladio). 


period reviewed, the emergence of these 
from the medieval fortified farm is to be 
seen: at the other, its decline into an 
elegant féte champétre sophistication, the 
contrast with its final ‘‘ frustrated export ’”’ 
into St. John’s Wood “‘ Italianate ’’ having 
to be seen to be believed, though the 
earlier Grand Tourist generally got it 
more or less right. Landscaping and 
gardening “for its own sake’’ grew up 
concurrently. 

Between these extremes the middle 
slice epitomises what we may regard as 
our domestic architectural roots. Seen 
on its own ground—a strip from Verona 
to Venice with excursions in depth north- 
wards, from which it grows as naturally 
as a Cotswold village—this magnificent 


pageant dreams away through time, its 
proscenium the Po valley and its backdrop 
the mountains. 


Bleached to bone-white 





The Villa Giovanelli, Padua. 


or sugary Edinburgh-rock colours, it js 
set in an oddly English green, and licked 
by the flames of cypress and poplar, as 
corny as a Tite-prize rendering—and, 
to the romantically minded, as enchanting. 
The dreaming is merely suspended 
.animation, however, though the drugged 
effect is heightened by the milky lumin- 
escence of the Venetian light. These 
treasures “ work,”’ and are lived in ; they 
are really the glorification of a bucolic 
vernacular, suggesting the mellowing of 
a peasant in dress from which fashion has 
drawn inspiration rather than the reverse, 
as with the courtesan Venice. 

All it asks is the practical and tactful 
ministrations of the young padrone towards 
a faithful retainer who has earned gracious 
retirement. Not all of them have always 
accorded it, and one of the objects of the 
exhibition in Italy was to call attention to 
this fact. 

I will not attempt here a “‘ guide to the 
ruins.” The catalogue is admirably docu- 
mented and the show a “ must.’”’ The 
specific theme inevitably narrows down 
to a certain sameness, but there is a wealth 
of delight in the variation of it, even 
necessarily without such context as, in 
Vicenza alone, the Teatro Olympico and 
the Basilica Palladiana, which would 
have given “‘scale.’’ The effect is a little 
sad, but pleasurably so. 

Those of us who were there in Italy to 
contrive some protection as well as to 
see it for the first time are thankful for 
that privilege. I venture to think that 
our Italian colleagues in that work might 
reciprocate what may be a surer bond 
than any political or military pact. 

Basi Marriott. 


BUILDING RESEARCH CHAIRMAN 


THE NEW CHAIRMAN of the Building 
Research Board is Sir Herbert Manzoni, 
CBE, MICE, City Engineer of Birming- 
ham, who will occupy the post for five 
years. He replaces Mr. W. K. Wallace, 
CBE, MICE, who retires on March 31. 
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THE BUILDER 


ARCHITECTURAL JOURNALISM 


Discussion at the AA 


RCHITECTURAL JOURNALISM was 
iL the subject of a discussion at the Archi- 
yctural Association, 36, Bedford-square, 
wCl, on February 24. The meeting was 
convened by the Students’ Committee, and 
after the formal business of the evening had 
heen transacted the President (Sir Hugh 
Casson, FRIBA) vacated the chair in favour 
of Mr. Brian Smith, chairman of that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. JOHN SMITH, ARIBA, was the first 
speaker. He said there were three fairly 
distinct divisions into which the subject of 
architectural journalism divided itself. First, 
there was the purely technical Press, written 
ty architects for architects, with little or no 
circulation outside the profession; next there 
were arti-glossy publications produced for a 
sophisticated public; and, third, there were 
newspapers local, national, popular or intel- 
lectual, which gave space to architectural 
subjects. This last division was potentially 
the most important but was least adequately 
grved. As to the first division, institution 
journals, like that of the RIBA, were some- 
what dry, unimaginative and, consequently, 
depressing. Weekly journals, like The 
Builder, were fundamentally newspapers, and 
itwas not their fault if they had little news 
and that news seldom good. The lay Press 
had enormous potentialities for good. 
People like the President of the Architectural 
Associatton wrote in the more high-brow 
newspapers, writing pungently and wittily, 
and, on occasion, making somewhat unfor- 
tunate contributions. These writers should 
be widely read, but were they? Newspapers 
might do more to popularise architecture— 
they might increase the awareness of the 
public. Housing, for example, was a prob- 
lem, but any reference to it in the Press was 
confined almost entirely to the number built; 
there was no reference to quality. Another 
matter was qualification. There would be 
a public outcry if 70 per cent. of surgeons 
and doctors were unqualified, but 70 per cent. 
of our buildings were designed by unqualified 
men. These buildings were nearly all bad. 
Seventy per cent. of those designed by quali- 
fied men were as bad or worse, and the rest 
could rarely be described as architecture. 
The need for intelligent and popular archi- 
tectural journalism was apparent; there was 
an attempt in the more enlightened news- 
papers to tackle the problem, but the writers 
should be given more space, because only 
with a weekly article could the critic build 
up a bond of understanding between him- 
slf and his readers. 


NEWSPAPER PRODUCTION 


Mr. Eric L. Biro (Editor, RIBA Journal) 
sid that he wanted to emphasise that pro- 
ducing any periodical was primarily a busi- 
ness. Like any other craft that of periodical 
Publication had to be learned. The prime 
qualification for an editor was a news sense. 
The term “‘ news” was as hard to define as 
was that of “ good design”; his own defini- 
tion of news was placing before the archi- 
tect new ideas, new thought, new information 
ald new ways of solving old problems which 
helped the architect in thinking about archi- 
tecture, especially in his current work. This 
definition of news was a wide one; fresh in- 
formation about Sir Christopher Wren might 
% as much news as a description of the 
latest system of post-tensioning. The un- 
forgivable sin of editorship was to bore the 
fader with platitudes, but this did not mean 


that a periodical should be high-brow and 
scientific. The variety of interest among 
practising architects was enormous; struc- 
tural theory, history, town planning, mate- 
rials and sanitation were only some of the 
many interests that attracted the reader's 
interest. The editor’s aim should be to in- 
terest most of his readers most of the time 
but not to neglect the few. If a writer 
wanted to capture and hold the reader’s at- 
tention he must pursue clarity of expression. 
Speaking of the production of journals, Mr. 
Bird said that editorial committees were 
either a facade or a drag on the machine; 
no committee could edit a periodical. As to 
architectural criticism, Mr. Bird said that 
it was the duty of the editor of a technical 
journal to be a reporter, not a preacher. 
Further, as to architectural criticism there 
was no fixed canon to follow. The latest 
thing in architectural thought one year was 
anathema a year or two later. He had seen 
many such changes, and each new fashion in 
its time had been regarded as the last word. 

The statement made by Mr. John Smith 
about the proportion of building designed by 
architects was a current fallacy. Since the 
war some 85 or 90 per cent. of all true build- 
ing work had been under the control of 
registered architects. 


ARCHITECTURAL CRITICISM 


Mr. RAYNHAM BANHAM (Assistant Editor, 
Architectural Review) said the papers he was 
interested in were those whose existence 
depended on people buying them, the com- 
mercial journals. Architectural journalism 
and architectural criticism were two very 
different things; journalism was news and 
criticism was something else. Architectural 
periodicals were divided into two groups— 
weeklies whose function was to provide news 
and monthlies whose function was to pro- 
vide criticism. |The weekly sought to let 
the architect know what was going on, and 
to give him the latest answers to old prob- 
lems. The aim of the monthly was different 
from that of the weekly. The monthly 
sought to drag the architect away from his 
drawing board; it sought to promote cogita- 
tion and, above all, to tell the architect things 
he would rather not be reminded of. It 
sought to put into his mind things which did 
not come into his daily activities. On the 
whole, said Mr. Banham, he did not think 
that either weeklies or monthlies were doing 
badly. No matter how much the profession 
might complain, weeklies and monthlies alike 
served a useful purpose. 

Mr. NiGeL Gostinc (Editorial _ staff, 
Observer) asked why people would read 
about books and paintings and not about 
buildings? One reason, he thought, was 
that there were too many buildings; wherever 
you went you could not get away from them 
until one popular idea of a holiday was that 
it should be spent in a place where no build- 
ings were to be seen. A second reason was 
that it was difficult for people who had not 
had an architectural training to grasp the 
planning and lay-out of a house. Conse- 
quently they could not regard it as an object 
of interest. A third reason was that in the 
popular mind architecture was associated 
with vast buildings costing hundreds of 
thousands of pounds and not related to 
ordinary living. People would not dare ex- 
press opinions about such buildings. A 
fourth reason was that to the ordinary reader 
architecture was unromantic. Compared with 
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music, poetry or literature it had not the 
aura of romance. This was because of the 
emphasis put on its utilitarian side; people 
did not want to read about such things as 
plumbing. Another point was that you 
could not get people to read about things 
where they felt they could not do anything. 
They could not stop the chap who was put- 
ting up a block of flats, and as a rule they 
could not prevent a whole neighbourhood 
from being replanned. It was difficult to 
make people feel there was something in 
which they were involved unless they could 
do something about it. Other difficulties of 
architectural journalism, said Mr. Gosling, 
were much the same as those in every form 
of the profession. For example, there was 
the difficulty of space. If articles were to 
be more frequent they would have to be 
shorter. 


DISCUSSION 


A long discussion followed in the course 
of which one speaker said he had been 
amazed to hear that Mr. Nigel Gosling found 
little romance in architecture. 


SiR HuGH Casson said he did not agree 
with Mr. Bird that editorial committees 
could do nothing. He had sat on thousands 
of committees, many of which had done 
nothing at all, but some had done a great 
deal. What was the difference between a 
committee and a group of architects working 
together on a building? The way he liked 
to work was round a board. 


Mr. GONTRAN GOULDEN said that Mr. 
Gosling had given good reasons why no one 
should be interested in architecture. But 
one of the troubles of architects was that 
they thought they had a message to give to 
the world. Of the architectural journals now 
being published, the Architect's Journal re- 
presented the Third programme; The Archi- 
tect and Building News was solid matter-of- 
fact stuff; but if you wanted to know what 
was going on you should look at The 
Builder. 


Mr. C. VERCHETTI said, speaking as a 
foreigner, that he found the architectural 
journals of this country difficult to read. 
They never made their points clear. 


MR. NIGEL GOSLING said it had been said 
that housing schemes were romantic. They 
should be so, but in some curious way they 
were not nearly so romantic as the Skylon. 
People did not get excited about the basic 
facts of life; if you provided enough food to 
feed people they would be interested, but 
you would not find great headlines about it. 
On a few occasions when building projects 
like that of the Dover flats had got into the 
Press there had been a good deal of dis- 
cussion. That was an example of a project 
in which the ordinary person felt he could 
do something. Journalists on the national 
Press should try to give people advance 
information on large-scale projects which 
would affect them. 


STAFF COMMITTEES 


Mr. Eric BirpD returned to the question 
of committees. Staff committees on a paper, 
yes; but committees of outside people who 
knew nothing of the problems of jornalism, 
no. In his time he had seen an enormously 
increased public interested in architectural 
problems of all kinds. 


Mr. JOHN SMITH said he agreed with the 
remarks about changing fashions. In the 
case of the Dover flats there was a chance 
for the public to be informed so that some- 
thing could be done to prevent them being 
erected. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING BILL 


The Main Proposals Summarised 


HE text of the Town and Country 
February 26. 


Planning Bill, 1954, was published on 


This Bill is the second stage in implementing the Government's 


proposals to amend the financial provisions of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, and its introduction was foreshadowed in the White Paper (Command 
published in November, 1952. The 


8699) “Amendment of Financial Provisions,” 
main proposals are summarised as follow: 


HE Bill, with one or two exceptions, 

applies to England and Wales only. 

A separate Bill for Scotland will be presented 
shortly. The provisions of the Bill: 


(1) Require payments to be made by the 
Central Land Board for losses already sus- 
tained through the operation of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, to persons 
who hold established claims under that 
Act. [See Para (e)] The main categories 
of people who will benefit will be holders 
of established claims who have paid develop- 
ment charge. or have sold their land at a 
price which did not reflect its development 
value as measured by the claim. 

(2) Require compensation (except in cer- 
tain defined cases) to be paid by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government where 
permission is or has been refused, or onerous 
conditions attached to a permission, for 
development of land to which an established 
claim relates. Compensation is similarly to 
be payable where permission has_ been 
revoked or modified. 


(3) Give the Minister power to review 
planning decisions on which applications for 
compensation are founded; and enable him 
to alter a decision where he feels unable 
to support it, or to supplement a decision 
given by granting permission, where the land 
is suitable, for some development other than 
that proposed. 

(4) Require all compensation payments by 
the Minister of more than £20 to be recorded 
in the register of local land charges; these 
payments will be automatically recoverable 
in full if development of certain kinds is 
later permitted. 

(5) Amend the existing law on compensa- 
tion for the compulsory purchase of land, 
so that compensation at existing use value 
will be augmented by an amount based on 
the outstanding balance of any established 
claim relating to the land acquired. 


(6) Enable the Minister to substitute for 
the present system of Exchequer grants to 
local authorities under the Planning Act a 
simplified and extended system. Under the 
present system, grants vary from 90 per cent. 
(for short periods) down to 20 per cent. The 
Bill provides for a uniform rate limited to 
50 per cent., but the present rate of 90 per 
cent. may be retained for a limited period 
in certain instances. 


The Financial Memorandum 


The following amplifies the Financial and 
Explanatory Memorandum: 


GENERAL 
(a) The White Paper published in Novem- 
ber, 1952 (Cmd. 8699) described the Govern- 
ment’s proposals for amending the financial 
provisions of the Town and Country Planning 
Acts, 1947.* The main provisions in question 


were :— 
(1) That development for which per- 


~* Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. Town 
and Countty Planning (Scotland) Act, 1947. 





mission had been granted could not be 
commenced until it had been assessed for 
development charge, and any charge due 
had been paid; 


(2) That “once for all” payments were 
to be made out of a £300 million fund in 
respect of loss of development value by 
reason of the Acts, and that no com- 
pensation would subsequently be paid, 
except in special cases on the refusal 
of planning permission; and 


(3) That the price at which land was 
bought compulsorily would be its value 
for its existing use. 

(b) The first stage in altering this structure 
was the passing of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1953, which abolished develop- 
ment charges on development begun on or 
after November 18, 1952, and suspended 
payments from the £300 million fund. 

(c) The second stage (so far as England 
and Wales are concerned) is in the present 
Bill, which sets up a new system of com- 
pensation for loss of development value in 
land. A separate Bill for Scotland will be 
introduced later. 

(d) The Bill contains no 
amendment of the Act of 
points 
Government’s 
provisions. 

(e) The new system of compensation is 
founded on the claims which were made to 
the Central Land Board and established 
under Part VI of the Act of 1947 for pay- 
ment from the £300 million fund. All 
owners cf interests in land at July 1, 1948, 
were invited to claim to the Central Land 
Board in respect of loss of development 
value. Claims which were admitted for 
payment by the Board are treated for the 
purposes of the Bill as established claims. 


(f) The function of the claims was to pro- 
vide a basis for distributing the fund among 
the owners of interests, and there was no 
assurance that they would be paid in full 
or at any particular rate; but they were to 
have been paid by the middle of 1953. 
The claims as such were disposable assets 
which could and did become separated from 
the interests in land to which they related. 
The principal changes made by the Bill 
are:— 

(i) That claims are to be available for 
payment up to their full face value as 
established by the Central Land Board; 


proposals for 
1947 except on 
which arise directly out of the 
decision on the financial 


(ii) That for the future claims are no 
longer to be transferable, but are to go 
with the land—i.e., they will not neces- 
sarily benefit the persons who originally 
established them or those who happen to 
hold them, but will benefit the persons 
currently having interests in the land to 
which they relate; 


(iii) That payment is to be made only 
as and when loss of development value 
is sustained, or where an occasion for 
payment has already arisen. 
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE BilLL 


(g) The Bill has a double structure. Parts | 
I and V, which deal with payments oq 
account of past events and past transactions 
provide for payment to be made to holders 
of established claims within the maximum 
of the claim so far as it relates to the land 
affected. These payments are for losses 
already sustained through the operation of 
the Act of 1947, and they carry interest ¢ 
34 per cent. from July 1, 1948, as the pay. 
ments from the £300 million fund would 
have done. Claims which are not affected 
by payments in respect of past events and 
transactions, and the remaining amounts of 
claims which are so affected, cease to be 
described as claims and become attached to 
the land to which they relate. Land to 
which a claim has become attached in this 
way is described in the Bill as having “ap 
unexpended balance of established develop- 
ment value.” The payments to be made ! 
under Parts II and III of the Bill, which 
provide for compensation for planning 
restrictions imposed and land acquired 
compulsorily after the Bill is in force, 
are not to exceed the upper limit set 
by this balance, to which wiil be added 
a supplement which will take the place of 
interest. 

(h) Although payments under Parts I and 
V on account of past events and transactions 
are to be made on the basis of esiablished 
claims, applications for these payments are | 
not all to be made to one Department. The 
Central Land Board is the Department to 
which applications are to be made under 
Part I—i.e., mainly applications by claim- | 
holders who psid development charge or 
who have disposed of land at a price which 
did not reflect its development value as 
measured by the value of the claim. The 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
however, is to deal with compensation in 
respect of all planning decisions. Applica- 
tions under Part V (past planning decisions) 
as well as under Part II (planning decisions) 
after the Bill comes into force are accord- 
ingly to be made to him. J 

(i) Forms of application are to be pre- 
scribed by Regulations, which cannot be 
made until the Bill has been passed. Subject | 
to the necessary measures being approved 
by Parliament, it is hoped that arrangements 
can be made for applications under Parts | 
and V to be submitted before the end of 
this year and for payments to begin in the 
early months of 1955. 

(j) The Provisions of Part III of the Bill 
affect the compensation payable when 4 
public authority buys land compulsorily in 
future. Where the land acquired has an 
unexpended balance of established develop- 
ment value the compensation is to include, 
in addition to the value of the land for its 
existing use at the time of purchase, at 
amount based on the unexpended balance 
attaching to the land, together with a sup 
plement (referred to in paragraph (g) above! 
of one-seventh of the balance. The Bill also 
ensures (in Clause 37), for people who bu 
land privately at a price which reflects I 
development value, a measure of protection 
against the risk of its being acquired com 
pulsorily at a lower price before they have 
developed. If, before completing the pur 
chase, they ascertain that the local authortty 
have no information of any proposal for 
compulsory acquisition and the land 1s “ 
fact compulsorily acquired within three yeas 
the compensation payable is to include the 
value of any planning permission in for 
at the time of the private purchase. 
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View from the east, showing docking area. 


BUS GARAGE AT LOUGHTON, ESSEX 


for London Transport Executive 





: ’ ane re HE garage, which forms part of the Transport 
YORKE, ROSENBERG & MARDALL, Executive’s post-war programme, was put into 
FF/ARIBA, in collaboration with use on December 2, 1953. ‘The site, 93 per cent. of 
: : — which is covered by the building, is restricted and 
THOMAS BILBOW, FRIBA, irregular in shape and falls 15 ft. from west to east. 
(Architect to the LTE) Access was permitted at one point only and the entire 
operational area of the garage is kept at one finished 
level. To achieve this an entrance ramp leads down 
to the main parking area which is partly in cut and 
partly on fill, while the docking area, which is for 
major repairs, has a suspended floor slab. 


Associate Architect 
J}. R. PENOYRE, ARIBA 
Assistant Architect 


}. S. P. VULLIAMY, ARIBA 


Consulting Engineers 


CLARKE, NICHOLLS & MARCEL 
Quantity Surveyors 
CYRIL SWEETT & PARTNERS 


Consultants to LTE for Heating, 
Ventilation and Electrical Work 
OSCAR FABER & PARTNERS 


Clerk of Works 
G. H. McGUIRE 


Builders 
GEE, WALKER & SLATER, LTD. 


View of parking area 
entrance and exits. 
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Section A—A. 


The garage is divided into three principal units. 
The office and canteen block (9,000 sq. ft.) contains the 
conductors’ room and traffic office, from which the 
operation of buses is controlled. Above these offices 
are the canteen, kitchen, recreation room and a dining- 
room for the administrative staff. 

The parking area (49,500 sq. ft.) is for 137 buses. 
Here, the bus, on entering one of the three servicing 
bays, is refuelled, given lubricating oil, vacuum 
cleaned and automatically washed within about 
four minutes. This area also contains five inspection 
pits for routine maintenance. 

The docking area (31,000 sq. ft.) is for major repairs 
and contains 10 inspection pits, each one being pro- 
vided with special lighting and heating, vacuum 
cleaning points, a bus exhaust extract system, com- 
pressed air, waste oil drainage and, in two cases, 
hydraulic jacks. ‘The area also includes ancillary 
stores, offices, and workshops, in addition to a high- 
pressure steam cleaning booth. 

Construction.—Office and canteen block : Steel frame : 
bays 37 ft. by 10 ft., stanchions encased in concrete, 
beams concealed by suspended ceilings. R.c. roof 
and floor slabs, roof insulation 1 in. cork. External 
panel walls 11 in. cavity brickwork. 


protected metal flashing HOS \ ATIF. 











qx a" lO! 


Parking and docking areas: Roof of welded steel 
trusses, on primary and secondary systems, with channel 
purlins and steel decking. Perimeter bands of vertical 
glazing 7 ft. high are carried by steelwork. Portal 
fram2 monitor rooflights, with 6 in. concrete block 
cheeks. ‘The whole steel structure is independent 
of the surrounding brick walls and is free to move 
separately. Parking area floor slab is of r.c. with 
hardened integral grano, laid on mass concrete fill 
(at places 5 ft. deep). ‘The docking area floor is of 
8 in. r.c. with 2 in. hardened grano, laid on permanent 
shuttering of asbestos sheets, carried on sleeper walls. 
The pits are on mass concrete foundations. 

Finishes—Administration wing : Quarry tile floors 
in bus crew areas, kitchen and canteen ; linoleum else- 
where. Walls generally tiled in crew areas to door 
height. In the recreation room wall finishes are in 
cork, fair-faced brickwork, painted plaster and hard- 
wood slatts. Ceilings, normally suspended, contain 
panels of acoustic Gyproc with glasswool quilting 
where rooms are liable to much noisy use. 

Parking and docking areas : Fair-faced brick walls 
are painted : the dado in the parking area is rendered 
and painted in panels—in the docking area, tiled. 
The skirting in both areas is of blue Staffordshire 
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bricks. All services are exposed 
and painted in appropriate B.S. 
colours. 

External : Second hard _ stocks 
used generally. Recessed wall 'e- 
neath north-east stores in dark 
grey multi stocks. Following were 
sub-contractors and suppliers :— 


Power’s and Deane, Ransome’s, Ltd., 
structural steelwork ; Mather and Platt, 
Ltd., fire-resisting doors, sprinklers; 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., asphalt 
tanking ; Art Pavements and Decora- 
tions, Ltd. and V.G. (London), Ltd., 
terrazzo ; Prodorite, Ltd., grano pav- 
ing; William Briggs and Sons, Ltd., 
roof coverings; Ruberoid Co., Ltd., 
steel deck and coverings ; G. W. King, 
Ltd., sliding doors ; Gee, Walker and 
Slater, Ltd., joinery and doors; R. J. 
Audrey, Ltd., plumbing, drainage, cold 
water services ; Williams and Williams, 
Ltd., steel screens, steel doors, Alum- 
inex windows ; Amalcraft, Ltd., metal 
cupboards. 

Wainwright and Waring, Ltd., grilles 
to drains, staircase balustrade ; Wessex 
Guild, Ltd. and Light Steelwork 
(1925), Ltd., metalwork generally ; 
British Vacuum Cleaner Co., Ltd., 
vacuum services; Wayne Tank and 
Pump Co., Ltd., oil tanks ; Richard 
Thomas and Baldwin, Ltd., storage 
tanks; A. G. Roberts, Ltd., iron- 
mongery ; ‘Troughton and Young, 
Ltd., electrical installation; Strong 
Electric and Co., Ltd., fluorescent 
fittings; H. N. Barnes, Ltd., traffic 
counter; Richard Crittall and Co., 
Ltd., heating ventilation ; Dejong Fi- 
brous Plaster, Ltd., suspended ceilings ; 
Carter and Co. (London), Ltd., tiling ; 
Thomas Parsons and Sons, Ltd., 
paints and distempers ; Benham and 
Sons, Ltd., kitchen equipment. 





Fight 





ay 


ea peony 


“ti ae 


THE BUILDER 








View from the north. 
showing emergency 
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Below : View from the east, 
» exit from docking area. 
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View towards entrance of office and canteen block. Below : View inside the entrance. 





BUS GARAGE AT LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
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General view looking north. 


BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
OFFICES AT BONN, 
GERMANY 


Designed in Chief Architect's 
Department, Ministry of Works 


Architect in Charge 


R. P. MILLS, ARIBA 


Associate Architect (Germany) 
WALTER COLOMBO, BDA 


Builders 


WILHELM DUEKER 
LUDWIG WEISER 


Main entrance at night. 
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View from the west. Below : Plan. 


THREE-STOREY building at Bonn to house the how long the British Embassy will be at Bonn imposed 
offices of the United Kingdom High Commis- a need for more than usual economy in the design and 
sioner in Western Germany has been completed by construction. 
the Ministry of Works. The site covers two-and-a- The new building has an overall floor area of 
quarter acres, and is on the main road between Bonn 42,500 sq. ft., and is constructed with load-bearing 
and Bad Godesburg within easy reach of the Federal external and spine walls, with simple reinforced 
Government buildings and the American and French concrete floors and roof. 
Embassies in Godesburg. ‘The and finished with 
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conference wing flanking the main entrance has large patte: 
panels of blue Musselkalk stone, and applied to one of the p: 
is a further diamond-shaped plaque of light-coloured 
stone forming the background to a highly coloured cast-.r 
Royal Coat of Arms. 

The interior finish of the building is simple, the walls being 
plastered and distempered, with painted Carda-type timber 
windows and three-quarter glazed doors. <A few principal 
rooms, including the High Commissioner’s study, have been 
specially treated with walnut and pearwood panelling. ‘The 
main entrance floor is boldly patterned with Jura and Dolomite 
stone, and the walls are lined with Jura, the same stone being 
used for stair treads, with risers in Dolomite. "The main 
entrance doors are of mahogany, with internal lobby doors of 
armour plate glass with “‘ crown’’ etched motif. 

Artificial lighting is by daylight fluorescent tubes, but the 
entrance hall and staircase have specially designed tungsten 
fittings. Heating and domestic hot water are supplied by 
three boilers in the sub-basement. Automatic passenger lift 
serves all floors. 

The canteen is housed in a separate building linked to the 
main office by a covered way. ‘This building has a frame of 
reinforced concrete, with a curved roof covered with dark blue 
asbestos cement corrugated sheets. "The timber windows have 
been specially designed and the panels under have been filled 
in with vertical boarding. "The whole of the building work on 
the scheme was carried out by German contractors under the 
supervision of a British clerk of works. 


BRITISH GOVERNMENT OFFICES 
AT BONN, GERMANY 


View of main staircase. 





‘iew inside main entrance. View from landing over entrance hall. 





ger lift 


to the 
rame of 





creati 
cantil 


missio 
attract 











March 5 1954 


THE BUILDER 


“THE MENACE OF ARCHITECTURAL UNIFORMITY” 


A French Architect’s Comments 


The following paper by Monsieur Laprade, 
a well-known architect in Paris, appeared 
in a recent SADG Bulletin. Professor 
Hector O. Corfiato, FRIBA, SADG, 
FSA, has translated it into English and 
has kindly submitted it to us for publication. 


MIDST the extraordinary “sparkle”’ 
of the Parisian season of this 
summer of 1952, the various exhibitions 
give some food for thought. Next to 
those of Mexican Art, Italian Middle 
Ages, Leonardo da Vinci, of the Cognacy 
Collection (of the now famous twelve 
apples), two other exhibitions were of 
particular interest to architects. 


In the first place, we had at the Ecole 
des Beaux-Arts a presentation, unfortu- 
nately of too short a duration, of the first 
competition to take place between schools 
of architecture the world over. It gives 
a general glimpse of the education, or, 
more precisely, it shows the taste of the 
new generation. For the latter have 
definite and similar ideas. If, at the time 
of hanging of the works one had lost the 
labels, it would have been very difficult 
to know from which country any of the 
schemes were submitted. It is indeed 
noticeable that architectural reviews of 
world circulation have a similar influence 
to those of fashion magazines. Just as 
this year under the impetus of Marcel 
Boussac, cotton is extensively worn, in 
the field of architecture, plans are more 
and more disjointed and walls merely 
used to compensate for 80 per cent. of 
glazed areas. Steel and aluminium are 
supreme whether it be a school for Tel 
Aviv, Zurich, Brussels, Athens, Florence, 
Illinois or the Scandinavian countries; 
it would appear that by some miracle, 
local materials, characteristics of labour, 
climate, surroundings or living conditions 
matter no longer, it all looks alike. This 
new generation, probably conceived to 
aggravate teachers (traditionally old fash- 
ioned) aims at the elimination of the points 
of support (these being placed in the centre 
of the most important rooms) and in 
creating unnecessarily curved walls, large 
cantilevers, etc. (all too costly solutions) 
as we all know. 


France in particular cannot spend as 
other countries, having by comparison 
to the rest of the world, 7 per cent. of the 
population and 40 per cent. of the wealth. 


During these difficult times of limited 
expenditure, when the chief problem is 
to satisfy immense needs with very 
limited capital, one is a little surprised 
to find all the architects (following like 
sheep) thrusting themselves into inoppor- 
tune excesses. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION 


It is indeed regrettable that there is 
not in existence an International Com- 
mission to study objectively the most 
attractive of the new buildings, which are 
the object of such intense admiration. 
This evidence would astonish the new 
generation. For one has only to travel, 
to have eyes that see, to listen to the 


criticism of celebrated colleagues, to 
consult juridical bulletins, to know already 
of the extreme fragility of that which one 
has so dearly loved . . . or built! Facades 
without cornices, yesterday radiant with 
freshness, today covered with dirt, fagades 
all of metal (rusty) and of glass (broken). 
Large glazed areas uncleanable, hollow 
walls infested with rats. All this invites 
the pity of the “great”? of yesterday 
apart from so many other misfortunes in 
the matter of damp-proofness, acoustics, 
climatic conditions, heating solidity and 
cost of maintenance, etc. What joy if, 
once the beautiful photographs taken, 
publicity made, the author could see the 
disappearance of his work. Nothing is 
more intoxicating than the dream at 30 
and the painful reality at 60. What a 
book one could publish by presenting side 
by side the views, old and new, of work 
originally so highly praised with the text 
written by the commentator. 


A DULL FUTURE 


Close to the initial little game where 
the pride of the architect and the often 
naive confidence of the client are at stake, 
a game of poker where no one can guess 
the loser or losers, there is in that mystical 
world many other consequences, of which 
the menace of uniformity of dwellings 
and towns is the most disquieting. At a 
time when ease of communication has 
made tremendous progress, bringing about 
a general unrest in mankind, one can 
foresee (should the se much desired peace 
be realised), that in the next half-century 
any pretext will hold good, to travel at 
supersonic speed, from Paris to Honolulu, 
Sydney to Panama, from Cape Town to 
Stockholm. What a dull future if one 
finds in all these towns the same colossal 
cinema, the same hotel built on columns 
with circular loggias, the same group of 
facades with cleverly disordinate openings, 
the same angular entrances, the same 
superstructures placed crookedly on 
terraces, etc., when it used to be so pleasant 
to enjoy the priceless charm of a Spain, 
a Morocco, an Italy, a Holland, a Switzer- 
land or an England or France. 


NATIONAL CHARACTER 


And this same uniformity is likely to 
spread to interiors. In some “ advanced ”’ 
countries, this is already becoming a 
nightmare. Everywhere the same size 
and shape of rooms, same wall colouring, 
the same built-in furniture, same divan, 
to drive you crazy ! 


Agreed that such people as_ those 
deprived of either freedom or imagination, 
of wood, stone, bricks, can build of 
substitute materials and fashion magazines 
or... but please, when it concerns 20 
free nations full of imagination and 
resources, why copy the neighbour ? 


Could one not at least, whatever the 
new materials, keep a little of our national 
character, taking into account particular 
necessities resulting from climatic condi- 
tions, environment, labour, industrial 
possibilities, taste and use by its occupants. 
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Cars, canned foods, sanitary appliances, 
can all be standardised, but the House, 
the Kitchen and Love require some 
differences. Luckily, convictions in 
matters of architecture have this considera- 
tion, that for every 30 years that elapse, 
one finds ridiculous the convictions held 
by the predecessors. 


VITRUVIUS IN RUSSIA 

We had, for example, the impression of 
true evolution when visiting the last 
Exhibition of Arts and Crafts at the 
Pavillon de Marsan, which groups a 
number of designers amongst the best in 
Paris. One saw that a scheme for a 
lighthouse, which is neither more nor less 
than a beautiful Doric column of 60 
metres high with, at its base, the adminis- 
trative block in the style of Le Doux, all 
carried out in beautiful stone. At the 
entrance, one of our most distinguished 
colleagues carried out a dais in the spirit 
of Leonardo da Vinci. And, in this same 
summer of 1952, what of the success 
achieved in “‘ gallant Indo China’”’ ? This 
appears to matter little, but it is the fore- 
runner of a revolution. Whilst photo- 
graphs of the latest tube station in Moscow 
are being published, whilst “‘ Vitruvius 
in Russia’’ is being republished, let us 
wager that soon, silk will again take the 
lead over cotton for evening dresses, that 
one will see the rebirth of fantasy, of 
clever decoration, beautiful walls realised 
with local materials, for the utter joy 
of a humanity not in the least decided to 
perish of boredom. 

“Variety is the spice of life”? runs 
an English proverb, which has its equiva- 
lent in all languages. Everywhere and 
always, each proverb remains true as 
long as the heart of man does not change. 
May the nations become friendly, by 
staying, for the pleasure of all concerned, 
violently themselves. In this respect, 
architects hold large responsibilities. 


ALBERT LAPRADE. 


LARGE-SCALE BUILDINGS AND 
HOUSING 


Separation is Cause of Uneconomic 
Costs 


GREAT BUILDING should go hand in hand 
with the building of houses, said Mr. G. F. 
SARJEANT, national chairman of the Incor- 
porated Association of Architects and Sur- 
veyors, when he replied to the toast to the 
Association at the annual dinner of its Mid- 
land branch in Birmingham on February 23. 

It was still a fallacy, Mr. Sarjeant said, to 
believe that house-building could proceed 
alone. Before the war these two activities 
were like a pair of horses in a team, the one 
assisting the other and thus keeping down 
costs. The result of divorcing them was 
uneconomic building. House-building was 
regarded by some contractors out to do big 
building, as getting in their way. But there 
were men properly geared to the building 
of houses. 

“T would say to the Minister of Housing: 
“Take the shackles off immediately; let us 
get on with rebuilding this country in a 
forthright and economic way,’” Mr. Sarjeant 
said. ‘Whatever we are seeking takes far 
too long to achieve. In the period of delay 
costs rise, and what was once an economic 
possibility becomes a burden.” 
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THE BUILDER 


THE ARCHITECTURAL OUTLOOK 


A Young Architect’s Personal View 


T an informal meeting of the Architec- 

tural Association, held at 36, Bedford- 
square, WCl, on February 17, Mr. CoLin 
GLENNIE read a paper expounding his per- 
sonal view of the present position of 
architects and architecture. His purpose, he 
said, was to make an assessment of the 
architectural situation, to sum up what the 
younger generation of architects had 
inherited, and the circumstances in which 
they had inherited it. Those circumstances 
might be likened to those of a man caught 
in a bog, who could see in the distance signs 
of life and hope but could only make 
despairing gestures towards them. In this 
country there were about 20,000 qualified 
architects, but the term “ qualified” was no 
more than a legal definition, and by training, 
environment and status most of them were 
unqualified to produce works of architecture. 
The fact that there was no architecture was 
not the fault of clients: lack of integrity 
throughout almost all the profession was 
responsible for the appalling standard of 
design. 


’ To-day the younger generation of archi- 
tects was obsessed with the past, timid for 
the future and unable to make up their minds 
about the present. They were caught in a 
web of materialistic values, and lacked the 
energy and will-power to extricate them- 
selves. Only through art could men hope 
to bring about the life-giving re-orientation 
which was the one power that could save 
our civilisation, but art was almost every- 
where as neurotic as the culture that sup- 
ported it. 


SYMBOLS OF FAILURE 


Museums and galleries were not so much 
monuments of a glorious past as symbols of 
our present failure to see that art should 
be concerned with our average experience, 
an integral part of the things around us. 
Obsession with the past bred a lack of 
courage which prevented architects from 
facing their problems with the freedom and 
imagination demanded, and robbed them of 
the strength to replace worthily what needed 
replacing. This timidity and uncertainty were 
closely related to the world situation. During 
the ’thirties and immediately after the war 
the new architecture seemed not only a 
reality but also one of the heralds of a new 
order; but since then disillusionment had 
followed. 

As to the status of the architect, it was symp- 
tomatic of our society that architecture had 
become an organised, legalised profession; 
and it was the attitude of our society symbol- 
ised by professionalism that was most 
dangerous to architecture. It was an attitude 
against which architects should strive in 
their work, because it was only by a com- 
plete regeneration and redirection of art, 
and the values for which it stood, that our 
civilisation would be prevented from 
degenerating into materialistic barbarism. 
One of the chief aims of professionalism 
was security, and an inevitable result of 
security was a degree of self-satisfaction: but 
there were few things more dangerous to 
any art form, if it was to live and develop, 
than security and self-satisfaction. 

Architecture was said to be different from 
other arts because the architect was respon- 
sible for the spending of other people’s 
money. This fact was used as an excuse 


for putting professionalism before architec- 
ture and also for shoddy designing; and the 
idea had been carried so far that someone 
had said that Sir Edwin Lutyens was a bad 
architect because he consistently exceeded 
his estimates. The fundamental fault of the 
professional system was that inevitably it 
was run by the old, and not infrequently 
by the dullest of the old. 


It was in educational matters that profes- 
sionalism could do most harm, because it 
orientated education not towards an under- 
standing of architecture but towards the 
diploma level and, consequently, the whole 
system of architectural education was wrong 
in conception and unsatisfactory in practice. 
Of course, within the context of RIBA 
recognition lay the possibility of a consider- 
able amount of freedom within each school, 
and a wide variation among them; but a 
school’s aim must be to get students up to 
diploma level and to keep sufficiently on 
the weather side of the RIBA educational 
board to retain recognition. Schools could 
influence enthusiasm for ideas and move- 
ments, but enthusiasm was not enough, 
because architecture required deep under- 
standing as well as high spirits. Within a 
school the aim was inevitably to produce 
average students. It was assumed that good 
students would be good anyway; but the 
mental climate of school and profession 
made it possible for a student of real talent 
to be turned away from the idea of being 
an architect, and it was easy to damage 
sensibility. 


“T do not believe in genius in the accepted 
sense,” said the speaker, “ but I am con- 
vinced that within all of us there lies a 
spark; but only rarely will this spark kindle 
into pure flame. Education should be based 
not on the idea of maintaining a level. but 
on the ideal of developing the forces latent 
in each one of us.” He did not believe 
better results ceuld be got from schools, nor 
that architecture could be taught by pro- 
jects; these could only be valuable when 
the person who did them had some par- 
ticular thing to say, and saw that the project 
was the only way of saying it at the time. 
Architecture could not be taught on the 
drawing-board at all, nor in the isolation 
of academic institutions. 


THE MODERN MOVEMENT 


“It is important and also tragic,” con- 
tinued Mr. Glennie, “that the time when 
the modern movement in architecture most 
needs vitality is also the moment of triumph 
of professionalism and academic training. 
As a result, we are now faced with a modern 
architecture acceptable to the schools, and 
the development of an academic modern 
style having little to do with the modern 
movement. It seems to be assumed that 
the gathering together of contemporary 
details into one building constitutes con- 
temporary architecture; the fact of these 
details being incredibly weak, and used 
without understanding of scale, seems not 
to matter in the least. Nor does it matter 
that a building has no special conception, 
dignity or power to move us, nor any attempt 
at beauty, provided it be clad in the new 
style of fancy dress. But the architect’s task 
is not merely to find functional forms for 
the age in which he lives but to imbue those 
forms with spiritual significance.” 
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In conclusion, Mr. Glennie said: “ Archj. 
tects must learn that architecture — jg 
intensely regional, part of a landscape and 
part of a way of life. It is also part of 
an inheritance. Architects must understand 
structure because it is through structure that 
they will finally express themselves; but this 
does not mean that they should learn parrot 
fashion about bending moments, shear 
stresses and other paraphernalia of the 
lecture room. With structure, as with every. 
thing else, they should keep their eyes open 
and their textbooks shut. The work to be 
done is immense. Architects—who are 
surrounded by by-laws, committees, educa- 
tionists, inspectors, regulations, ethics and 
tradition, all hampering positive action and 
seeking to iron out anything considered 
abnormal—must face up to these obstacles, 
to the present world situation and to them- 
selves.” 

DISCUSSION 


Mr. JoE WASSERMAN said the lecturer had 
condemned schools of architecture, and had 
said that architects were materialistic because 
they were able to put up buildings for people 
and found people to pay for the service: he 
had told his hearers to read no textbooks 
but to open their eyes; he had condemned 
almost everything. He should try to present 
an alternative. Did he expect “kids of 18” 
with a grammar school training to develop 
a genius for architecture? 

In reply, THE LECTURER said he did not 
expect kids of 18 to produce works of genius, 
but he thought there was a spark of genius 
in every one of us, which could begin to 
burn before 18. 

Mr. Max Lock, who congratulated Mr. 
Glennie on his sincere, well-thought-out and 
stimulating talk, said that the real difficulty 
for architects to-day was the enormous 
amount of material coming between them 
and the fulfilment of an inspiration. Not 
only material but incidentally bureaucracy, 
form-filling and finance, until the architect 
had to become a diplomat rather than an 
architect if he was to get his building erec- 
ted. Architecture, the greatest of the arts, 
was faced with the greatest difficulties. The 
enormous speed of advance in invention was 
such that architects were not able to absorb 
rapidly enough the new possibilities coming 
into their field; they were dominated by 
the need for security, but could nevertheless 
do something within the framework of our 
society to-day. They must do it, not indi- 
vidually, but collectively. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE DESIGN AND CON- 
STRUCTION. By F. Walley, MSc, with a fore- 
word by Sir Charles Mole, KBE, FRIBA. 
(London: HM Stationery Office.) Price 30s. 


LIFE AND BELIEF—IN THE EXPERIENCE OF 


JoHN W. Lainc. By Godfrey Harrison. 
(London: Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd.). 
Price 7s. 6d. 


BUILDING LAW ILLUSTRATED. By B. G. 
Phillips. (London: E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd). 
Price 21s. 

ELECTRICAL TRADES’ DIRECTORY, 
(London: Benn Bros., Ltd.) Price 50s. 


REPRINTED Pigces. By T. V. Hutchins. 
«London: T. V. Hutchins.) Price 10s. 


+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE LONDON SKYLINE 
Suggestions for Allowing Tall Buildings 


LFctt RING at University College, 
Gower-street, WC1, Mr. ARTHUR LING, 
BA, ARIBA, AMTPI, senior lecturer in the 
University’s Department of Town Planning, 
said that familiarity did not breed contempt 
for the buildings which created the back- 
ground of city life. We were loth to lose 
familiar landmarks. Thus, the Shot Tower 
on the South Bank had long ceased to have 
any useful purpose, but it was on the list 
of buildings for preservation. Cities with 
character—whether good or bad—were iden- 
tified by their silhouettes, and to this rule 
London was no exception. A broad river 
flowing through its centre gave extensive 
views from embankments and bridges. Here 
the Londoner could appreciate most easily 
the varied skyline of his city, but the dis- 
tant view was also a source of immense 
pleasure; his Sunday morning walk in the 
suburbs was not complete without contem- 
plation of the familiar landmarks of Central 
London from some such point as Parliament 
Hill. Then, too, there were the more local 
views of tall buildings appearing at the end 
of streets, like that of the University Tower 
seen down Store-street. Some of these city 
silhouettes had been created in the last 
century, others had gradually matured; 
each age had made its contribution. 


Mr. Ling traced the history of the London 
skyline since the Great Fire. After the re- 
building, St. Paul’s and other churches rose 
above the level of secular buildings. The 
industrial revolution brought factory chim- 
neys, and these were followed by the cupolas, 
turrets and towers of museums, institutions 
and university buildings. Then had come 
gasometers and water works, tall office 
blocks and electricity power stations and, 
finally, the tower or point block of flats. 


The Dominance of St. Paul’s 


A critical moment had now arrived when 
decisions had to be taken as to whether the 
skyline should be radically altered, 
prudently modified, or cautiously preserved, 
and to arrive at correct conclusions we must 
understand the nature and effect of the in- 
fluences that had been at work. For long 
the constructional limitations of brickwork 
had kept buildings down to four or five 
storeys, thus ensuring the dominance in the 
city skyline of St. Paul’s and other churches, 
while the parochial system ensured a fairly 
even distribution of those churches, thus 
avoiding the overcrowding of steeples and 
towers in any one part of the city. In 
the nineteenth century a second rebuilding 
had begun. By this time there was little 
room for lateral expansion: more accommo- 
dation had to be provided on the same sites. 
Building became higher and denser, and 
court yards were reduced to light wells. 


The constructional difficulties of building 
higher were overcome but an Act of Parlia- 
ment of 1844 required a relationship between 
the height of buildings and the width of 
Streets. City streets being narrow kept 
buildings fairly low, so that St. Paul’s and 
the city spires remained unchallenged, though 
possibly a little nervous. In 1862 height was 
limited to 90 feet, but when the County 
Council became responsible for London 
government it relaxed this limitation by 
allowing two extra storeys in the roof. Then 
an Act of Parliament in 1894 reduced the 
90 feet to 80 because of fire risk. In a few 
exceptional cases this height was exceeded, 


but in such cases the upper storeys were not 
allowed to be used for any purpose involving 
occupation by staff. In more recent years, 
with experience of fire fighting in tall build- 
ings in New York and elsewhere, it had 
been found possible to give waivers of the 
height restriction provided there were suit- 
able precautions. At the same time, town 
planning legislation and codes of practice 
had demanded more open development, with 
higher standards of light and air. 


With the new approach to height limita- 
tion every rebuilding scheme of a substan- 
tial nature could result in a building up to, 
say, 15 storeys, as in the case of Bucklers- 
bury House; but such a free-for-all policy, 
limited only by daylighting and building 
ratio restrictions, while giving more open de- 
velopment, would destroy the character of 
London as we know it to-day. Before em- 
barking on any policy, it was desirable to 
determine alternative lines of approach. 


Issue Avoided 


Before the war the Dean and Chapter of 
St. Paul’s had secured an agreement with 
the City Corporation that new buildings 
within a certain area around the cathedral 
should be restricted to a height even below 
that allowed by the London Building Act. 
But the scheme under the 1932 Act, which 
would have incorporated these restrictions, 
was never approved by Parliament; and since 
the war the issue had been avoided because 
so little building had been done and, in one 
case, that of the Bank of England, because 
heights had been restricted to those proposed 
by the Dean and Chapter. The question of 
the design of the silhouette of London’s 
central area had not arisen, but now the 
issue could no longer be avoided. 

If all the land in the central area was 
under the control of the planning authority 
restriction on development generally would 
not involve compensation, and wherever 
higher buldings were allowed the increased 
rent values would help to offset loss in 
income elsewhere; but in this central area 
small-scale ownership existed, and each 
developer naturally wished to secure the 
maximum bulk of building on his site within 
the Planning Authority restrictions. Average 
density must therefore be applied, and there 
was no flexibility in design. The 1947 Plan- 
ning Act gave owners not only the right to 
replace the bulk of building existing prior 
to development but also to add another 10 
per cent.; and if the Planning Authority 
wished to restrict development within these 
rights compensation had to be paid. On 
the other hand, it could not claim better- 
ment if it allowed development in excess of 
this right. Ten per cent. addition to bulk 
of building meant 10 per cent. more work- 
ing space and 10 per cent. more people 
employed. As development took place it 
would eventually result in 10 per cent. more 
people being added to the ten million already 
living in Greater London. But national 
policy had as its objective the decentralisa- 
tion of population from London to new and 
expanded towns. There was evidently a 
conflict to be resolved. 


Alternative Policies 


Putting aside these complications which 
bedevilled a straightforward approach to the 
preservation and enhancement of London’s 
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skyline, there were alternative policies in 
design which might be approved. Writing 
in The Times, someone had proposed that 
building in the city should be kept low so 
that it might remain a genial place. But if 
it was necessary to go higher this writer 
thought we should go really high. He did 
not favour half measures by which the height 
of buildings generally was raised from 10 to 
15 stereys. Another writer thought devel- 
opers should be allowed to build skyscrapers 
wherever they thought fit. He (Mr. Ling) 
suggested another approach. He thought 
the area in which tall buildings might be 
allowed should not be restricted to the city, 
but should be extended to the whole area 
bounded by the Inner Circular Road in the 
London Plan. This area extended from 
Park-lane to Petticoat-lane and from the 
Marylebone- and Euston-roads to the 
Elephant and Castle. Within this area he 
thought there were a number of points 
where tall buildings would add interest and 
vigour to the skyline. Near Moorgate and 
Aldersgate stations such sites might be 
found, but in the City of London, generally 
speaking, tall buildings would destroy the 
dominance of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Other 
sites he proposed were to the south, one 
at the end of Vauxhall Bridge and another 
at St. George’s Circus. On the north side, 
Victoria-street, looking westwards, lacked a 
climax, and a tall building might be erected 
near the station. At Hyde Park Corner there 
was, perhaps, the finest site of all, and if 
St. George’s Hospital was removed to a 
new site away from the centre of London 
there would be an opportunity for a high 
building to be erected which could be seen 
from the bottom of Constitution Hill, from 
Piccadilly and across the Green Park and 
Hyde Park. Another point at which such a 
building might be erected was the western 
end of Marylebone-road, where it would 
also be on the axis of Sussex-gardens. 
Another was just north of Euston-road, so 
that a direct view of it could be obtained 
looking up Tottenham Court-road. Still 
other sites might be at the eastern end of 
the Euston-road and at Gardiner’s Corner, 
the point of entry into the East End. 


HOUSING PROGRESS IN 
IRELAND 


State Assistance for Purchasers 


By THE end of March, 1952, greater strides 
had been made in Irish rural areas towards 
solving the housing problem than in any 
of the urban districts, according to the report 
of the Department of Local Government, 
published in Dublin on February 25, writes 
a correspondent. 


Of the housing needs estimated in 1947, 
the report shows that rural areas had com- 
pleted 46 per cent., as compared with 25 per 
cent. in Dublin and 33 per cent. in other 
urban areas. 


The total number of houses built in the 
12 months ending March, 1952, was 12,406. 
Of these, 7,185 were built for local authori- 
ties, and 5,221 for private persons and public 
utility societies with the aid of state gsants. 
Houses constructed for private persons with 
the aid of state grants numbered 2,173. 


During the year sanction was given to the 
borrowing by local authorities of 
£16,024,835 for the provision of houses; in 
addition, £2,465,000 was sanctioned to 
enable local authorities to lend a portion of 
the purchase money to persons buying 
houses for their own occupation. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 
February 23 the Standing Committee 


N 
O of the House of Commons resumed 
consideration of the Housing Repairs and 
Rents Bill. 

On Clause 7 (Standard of Fitness for 
Human Habitation), the following debate 
took place. 


Mr. ROBERT JENKINS moved an amend- 
ment to ensure that local Acts of Parliament 
should not be wiped out wholesale, as he 
said the clause now proposed, but that the 
Minister should be given the power to 
decide whether or not an Act should remain. 
In many cases, the standard required by 
local authorities under their local Acts was 
higher than the standard required in the 
Bill. In Birmingham, for instance, they 
had a much higher standard than the stand- 
ard in the Bill. It would be a real pity as 
well as a grave disadvantage if a local 
authority which had been working under 
its own Act and had been able to enforce 
very high standards without doing any harm 
to the people concerned, was suddenly to 
lessen its standards and comply with the 
general Act. It was important to remember 
that Parliament sought, in the general hous- 
ing Acts, to make provision for conditions 
in all parts of the country. Local custom 
varied in different parts of the country as 
regarded liability for repairs. In the light 
of prevailing local conditions, the local 
authorities had sought special legislation, 
and only in the light of local circumstances 
was it possible to say whether or not a 
certain provision was still required. If local 
authorities were allowed to retain discretion 
it would help the Minister in the administra- 
tion of the Bill. 

Mr. GIBSON supported the amendment, 
agreeing that it was important that the Bill 
should not take away from local authorities 
the power to deal with bad housing. 


Mr. HENRY BROOKE said he was entirely 
at one with the desire to secure and main- 
tain freedom for the local authorities, but 
he wondered whether this was really the right 
way to go about it. If the amendment were 
accepted they would be retaining in force 
subsection (4) of Section 188 of the 1936 
Act. There was a precise and definite 
recommendation by the Miles Mitchell sub- 
committee that that subsection should be 
repealed. Among other things, the sub- 
section said: “In determining for the pur- 
poses of this Act whether a house is fit for 
human habitation, regard should be had to 
the extent, if any, to which by reason of dis- 
repair or sanitary defects the house falls 
short” of various things, including the 
general standard of housing accommodation 
for working classes in the district. He had 
the greatest sympathy with the desire not to 
interfere with local authorities who were 
seeking to maintain and secure higher 
standards under the Bill, but he feared that 
the retention of Section 188(4) of the 1936 
Act would gravely damage the position that 
the whole of the Committee was trying to 
establish in those areas where the general 
standard was low, because it must be remem- 
bered that the final arbiter in these matters 
was surely not the local authorities but the 
county court. So long as the sub-section 
remained in operation, it might be a success- 
ful defence to a charge of unfitness that, in 
fact, the house had not fallen short of the 
general standard of housing accommodation 
for working classes in the district. If they 
accepted the amendment they would be 
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driving rather a large hole in what they were 
trying to make a water-tight standard. 
Minister’s Views 

Mr. MACMILLAN, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, said he had much 
sympathy with the amendment. Obviously, 
uniformity for its own sake was not a good 
thing, and he was in favour of a reasonable 
degree of liberty of practice and of manage- 
ment of local government wherever it could 
be made useful. But it would be convenient, 
he thought, to have a uniform system when 
dealing with the special problem they were 
now considering. That problem was whether 
a certain class of house ought to be 
demolished, or possibly, under the Bill, 
patched awaiting demolition, or whether the 
houses could be put into the category of 
those which were repairable at reasonable 
expense. If they made the standard that 
they were not repairable at reasonable 
expense too high, all they were doing was to 
add to the total of houses which had to be 
demolished. They had a big problem on 
their hands with clearance orders and houses 
waiting to be demolished. He did not know 
the figures, but he would say that there were 
something like one million houses which 
sooner or later had to be pulled down. All 
that they would do by making the standard 
a little higher was to say that a house could 
not be repaired at reasonable expense, and 
that it had to be put in the category of those 
which ought to be demolished or patched. 
Unfortunately, they would not even, by that 


method, cause it to be demolished or 
patched. They would simply add to the 
total of the houses which had to be 


demolished. Of course, after 10 to 12 years 
had passed, perhaps they would feel happier 
about applying higher standards, but at pre- 
sent they had to face realities. They knew 
that people lived in houses already con- 
demned, and had done so for years, so there 
was something to be said, especially at this 
period, for a _ reasonable degree of 
uniformity. 

It must also be pointed out that some of 
the by-laws were out of date. For instance, 
one stated that a house should be deemed to 
be unfit for habitation if the internal walls 
were not papered or painted with oil-bound 
water paint or distempered with washable 
distemper. It made no reference to new 
methods of decoration or new forms of treat- 
ing interior walls. Therefore, there were 
certain technical difficulties which would 
have to be surmounted if they were to try 
to have uniformity. But he would look into 
the matter again and see if there was any 
method of reconciling two rather different 
things and apply his mind to see if there 
was some way in which they could meet 
the natural feelings of local authorities on 
their own by-laws. They had been in dis- 
cussion with the associations and he believed 
that if they could get on to common ground 
they could clear away some of the misun- 
derstanding. They were trying, not to take 
away their powers with regard to new build- 
ings, but to see that those powers were not 
applied in a manner which would lead to 
injury of the tenants of those houses. 

Mr. BEVAN, supporting the amendment, 
said if they rejected it they would allow the 
landlord who had accommodation which 
was up to the statutory limits but below the 
usual standard of the district to increase the 
rent in respect of the accommodation. 

The amendment was negatived to 23 votes 
to 18, and the clause ordered to stand part 
of the Bill by the same figure. 

Clause 8 (recovery by lessees of propor- 
tion of expenses incurred in rendering houses 
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fit for human habitation) was also order 
to stand part of the Bill. 


Amendment on Multiple Occupation 


On Clause 9 (provision relating to housy 
occupied by more than one family) Mp 
MARPLES, the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Governmen, 
moved an amendment to leave out th 
words “which is let for occupation” anj 
to insert: “or any part of such a hong 
which is not occupied.” He explained tha 
the clause dealt with houses occupied hy 
more than one family and houses let x 
lodgings to more than one family. At pre. 
sent, certain local authorities had certaiy 
powers in respect of these houses which 
were exercised through by-laws. In thi 
Clause, the Ministry had substituted for the 
by-laws general powers on the lines laid 
down by the Silkin Sub-Committee of the 
Central Housing Advisory Committe 
which reported in 1945. That Committee 
criticised the existing powers in by-laws and 
suggested that local authorities should haye 
discretionary power to require, on the merits 
of each case, the provision of suitable 
amenities. Whatever the powers might be, 
it was the intention of the Minister that all 
houses that were, in fact, physically occupied 
by more than one family should be brought 
within the ambit of the Clause. As the 
Clause was drafted, it referred only to 
houses which were let for occupation to 
houses occupied but which were let. A 
house could be let for occupation by a single 
family and yet, physically, be occupied by 
more than one family, and the Minister 
intended to bring in all the houses which 
were so occupied, irrespective of what the 
local position might be. Therefore, this pro- 
vision would make the powers of the local 
authorities more effective over the houses in 
their area. 

The amendment was agreed to, as was also 
a further amendment making it necessary for 
a local authority to look at the question of 
natural lighting carefully, especially in the 
case of basement and attic rooms. 

On February 24 the Clause, as amended, 
was ordered to stand part of the Bill, as was 
also Clause 10. 


Clearance and Compulsory Orders 


On clause 11 (amendments as to clear 
ance orders and compulsory orders under 
principal Act): 

Mr. MARPLES moved an amendment 
which, he said, had the obiect of dealing 
with patched houses. The Ministry wanted 
two things to happen; first, to leave the 
occupiers in occupation of the houses while 
the patching was being done, instead of, as 
normally happened, turning them out; and, 
second, to adjust the payments which the 
occupier made in respect of this operation. 
The intention of the amendment was that 
these two objects should be carried out 
immediately in advance. It regularised the 
position of a local authority which took 
possession of a house by the speedy entry 
procedure which was available to it in order 
to patch up the house. There were two types 
of patched house which a local authority 
could acquire. One was a group of houses, and 
the other was individual houses. Normally, 
if a local authority got a right of entry at 
the end of 14 days, it was exercisable on 
notice being served by the local authority, 
on the persons having interests in the house, 
of its intention to enter. The amendment 
enabled the local authority, instead of 
taking possession of the house, to serve on 
the person or persons in occupation a notice 
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authorising them to remain there on the 
terms specified in the notice. He hoped the 
amendment would be accepted by the Com- 
mittee as assisting local authorities to leave 
people in patched-up houses, and to adjust 
the rent in advance so that there was no 
insecurity on the part of existing tenants. 
It would assist tenants to be peaceful in 
mind, knowing that they would not be 
turned out. They would know the terms 
and conditions under which the houses 
would be patched long before the local 
authority took action. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CHETWYND moved an amendment 
designed, he said, to extend the grounds on 
which a local authority might purchase land 
adjoining a clearance area by enabling it to 
purchase it in aid of the cost of dealing with 
the clearance area. The amendment was on 
similar lines to those they had already dis- 
cussed regarding the Birmingham scheme, 
but it was much narrower in application as 
it related only to clearance areas. The 
patching proposals under the Bill would be 
carried out by a local authority, at great 
cost to both the authority and to the rate- 
payers. The amendment would make it 
easier for this to be done by easing the 
financial position of local authorities in 
carrying out the work. The amendment 
referred only to clearance areas, which 
might be made up exclusively of badly 
arranged and unfit dwellings. 

Mr. MarRPLES resisted the amendment on 
the grounds that it would enable local 
authorities to acquire land, not for develop- 
ment purposes but even in order to make 
a profit, by taking land which belonged to 
a private individual who had perhaps been 
in business for 40 or 50 years, and re- 
letting it to someone else. 

The amendment was negatived, and the 
Clause, as amended, ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

Clause 12 was also ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

On Clause 13 (Amendments of Housing 
Act, 1949) Mr. DE Freitas explained that 
under the Bill improvement grants up to £400 
could be made either to private owners or 
local authorities who wished to spend £800 
or more on improving a house with an 
expected life of maybe only 10 years. In 
cases of deferred demolition, Exchequer 
grants could be made for patching over 
a period of at least 15 years. He moved 
an amendment to extend the 10-year period 
to 20. 


Mr. IAN Horosin argued that the effect 
of the amendment would be to reduce the 
number of houses for which grants could 
be made. 


Mr. MACMILLAN felt that they would do 
best to stick to the period of 10 years, 
and the amendment was negatived. 


Mr. DE FREITAS moved an amendment 
to omit the proviso which allowed local 
authorities, with the Minister’s concurrence, 
to grant more than the £400 maximum’ in 
cases where there was a good reason for 
the payment of a higher amount. 


Mr. MAcMILLAN said that the proviso 
followed precisely a similar proviso to Sec- 
tion 20 (4) of the Housing Act, 1949. There 
Were cases, particularly where houses had 
some historical or architectural value—and a 
good many of our almshouses were in that 
condition—where it helped local authorities 
if they could make a higher grant. These 
old buildings still played a useful réle. 


Mr. Mott-RADcLyFFE asked if the Minis- 
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ter would draw the attention of local 
authorities to this proviso in relation to 
cottages, almshouses and other buildings of 
historical importance or architectural value 
which were scheduled under Section 29 of 
the Town and Country Planning Act. It 
did not necessarily follow that the improve- 
ment or repair of houses of architectural 
value need cost more than in other cases, 
but on balance it probably did, because old 
brick needed to be matched up, or a par- 
ticular type of tile needed to be replaced. 
Since they were all anxious that these alms- 
houses and old cottages should be preserved, 
he hoped the Minister would call the atten- 
tion of local authorities to this proviso. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said he thought the sug- 
gestion valuable, and he would be glad to 
act on it. 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said it had been pointed 
out to him that the reference in the clause 
of architects’ and surveyors’ fees was not 
wide enough to cover all the technical and 
other services needed in a scheme, the 
expense of which ought to be treated as 
a part of the cost of the works. He moved 
an amendment to enable the authority to 
admit the expense of any advisory or super- 
visory service which it felt necessary to use. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the 
clause, as amended, was ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

The “guillotine” fell at this stage, amid 
loud protests from the Opposition. Clauses 
14 to 16 were ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. The Committee divided on Clause 17 
(interpretation and construction of Part 1), 
and the clause was carried by 24 votes to 
15. Eight amendments were not discussed. 


Dwellings in Good Repair 


On February 25, the whole of the sitting 
was devoted to consideration of Clause 18 
(Repairs increase for dwelling-house in good 
repair). At the outset it was agreed in 
future to meet on Tuesday mornings, Tues- 
day afternoons and Thursday mornings, 
thereby leaving Wednesday mornings free 
for members to attend to their many other 
duties. 

An amendment, moved by Mr. Bevan, to 
provide that conditions for houses to be “ in 
good repair” should be those recommended 
by the Mitchell Committee, was resisted by 
Mr. Macmillan. He said it was better to 
rest on the definition already in the Bill. 
The list of conditions recommended by the 
Miles Mitchell Committee was compiled for 
a different purpose and would not be suit- 
able for the limited purpose of this clause, 
which was to have a house put into good 
repair on a basis suitable to what the house 
was, and not to improve it so that it would 
bear comparison with what. was proper to 
a new house. 

The amendment was still under discussion 
when the Committee adjourned. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Hill Farming Bill 

On February 18 the Hill Farming Bill, 
which amends the 1946 Act to allow grants 
for building or reconstructing service cot- 
tages, was read the third time by 204 votes 
to 88—Government majority 16. 


Timber Imports 

On February 22, Mr. VANE asked the 
Minister of State, Board of Trade, as repre- 
senting the Minister of Materials, why over 
£1 m. was spent during 1953 in importing 
nearly 2m. cu. ft. of birch timber; and what 
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steps he was taking to promote the use of 
home-grown birch wherever suitable. 


Mr. HEATHCOAT Amory said that of the 
total import of sawn birch in 1953, about 
one-quarter by quantity and one-third by 
value was from Canada, for essential pur- 
poses for which home-grown and non-dollar 
birch were not suitable. The remainder was 
imported from non-dollar sources under a 
licensing system designed to give the importer 
and consumer the greatest possible choice of 
hardwood species within the limits of the 
United Kingdom’s balance of payments posi- 
tion. From November, 1953, there had been 
no restriction on the quantity of non-dollar 
hardwood that may be imported. Subject 
to balance of payments considerations, it was 
the policy of Her Majesty’s Government to 
give the consumer freedom of choice between 
imported and home-grown birch. 


Coast Protection in Norfolk 


On February 23, Mr. Goocu asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would give his decision on that section 
of the Overstrand, Norfolk, sea defence 
scheme, providing for the reconstruction of 
the council wali, grading and drainage of 
cliffs, submitted to him by the Erpingham 
RDC on December 9, 1953; if he was aware 
of the urgency of the scheme to provide new 
groynes and the reconstruction of cliff side 
and sea marge walls, being part of the Over- 
strand, Norfolk, sea defence plan, submitted 
to him on October 16 last, and considered 
by his senior engineering inspector; and if 
he would give his consent to the scheme. 

Mr. Mare tes, who replied, said that the 
Minister had decided to approve both these 
schemes and the local authority had been so 
informed. 


Repair of Requisitioned Properties 


On February 23, Mr. MICHAEL STEWART 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government whether he was aware of the 
difficulties caused to housing authorities in 
the London region by his department’s letter 
of January 6, 1954, concerning expenditure 
on repair of requisitioned properties; and 
whether he would modify the instructions 
contained in that letter. 


Mr. Marples said that the Minister’s 
officers had recently received a deputation 
from the Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing 
Joint Committee. An agreed note of the 
meeting was being circulated to the metro- 
politan town clerks, and the Minister felt 
sure that the difficulties had now been re- 
duced if not overcome. 


Bombed Cities 


On February 23, Mr. Foor asked the 
Minister of Works what was the value of 
the monthly amount of work during 1954 to 
be permitted under the licensing system in 
the reconstruction areas of all bombed cities 
together, excluding the City of London; and 
what was the value of the amount of monthly 
work to be permitted in the city of Plymouth. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said that there were 
now no financial limits to the amount of work 
licensed in the bombed cities. New projects 
were licensed as they came forward up to the 
capacity of the building industry in the area. 
In many of the cities he would be able to 
grant more applications than he had received 
so far this year. In Plymouth about £1 m. 
would be spent this year on work already 
licensed. This was more than twice as 
much as in 1953. He would give more 
licences as the state of the building industry 
allowed. 
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New Reference to Monopolies 
Commission 


On February 25 COMMANDER SCOTT- 
MILLER asked the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he would make a statement 
about the further references to the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission. 


Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT said that a new 
reference was made to the Commission on 
February 24. The subject referred was the 
supply of standard metal windows and doors. 
The full text was as follows :— 


STANDARD METAL WINDOWS AND DOORS 


Whereas it appears to the Board of Trade that 
conditions to which the Monopolies and Restrictive 
Practices (Inquiry and Control) Act, 1948, applies 
prevail as respects the supply of metal windows and 
metal casement doors (considered, for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether the conditions apply, as one 
description of goods) manufactured to standard 
sizes and designs: 

Now therefore the Board in pursuance of Section 
2 (1) of the said Act hereby refer to the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Commission for investiga- 
tion and report the matter of such supply. 

The Commission shall as respects such supply in- 
vestigate and report on 

(1) whether conditions to which the Act applies 
in fact prevail and if so in what manner and to 
what extent: 

(2) the things which are done by the parties con- 
cerned as a result of or for the purpose of preserv- 
ing those conditions; and 

(3) whether the conditions in question or all or 
any of the things done as aforesaid operate or may 
be expected to operate against the public interest. 


Dartmoor Prison 


On February 25 Mr. Hector HUGHES 
asked the Home Secretary what were his 
present plans for modernising or dis- 
continuing the use of Dartmoor Prison. 


SiR Davip MAxweLt Fyre said that in 
view of the pressure on prison accommoda- 
tion the Prison Commissioners had been 
obliged to proceed on the basis that Dart- 
moor prison must remain in use and must, 
therefore, be brought up to modern 
standards as fast as financial and other 
governing considerations permitted. The 
programme of improvements which had been 
carried into effect or started, included, in 
addition to extensive reconditioning of the 
structure, the provision of workshops, 
improvements to heating and modernisation 
of sanitary recesses, the introduction of elec- 
tric lighting and the building of officers’ 
quarters. The next stage would include the 
provision of a gymnasium, assembly room, 
classrooms and other requirements. 


Future of Woolwich Arsenal 


On February 26 Mr. MAYHEW asked the 
Minister of Supply, whether, in the light of 
the recommendations of the Select Com- 
mittee on Estimates, he had now reached 
a decision about the future réle of Wool- 
wich Arsenal and about measures to be taken 
for the better use of the land and facilities 
on the site; and whether he would make a 
statement. 


Mr. Sanpys said the Royal Arsenal at 
Woolwich, which was founded about 250 
years ago, covered an area of 1,300 acres. 
About 14,000 persons are employed on the 
site, which was at present wholly occupied 
by Government establishments. He had now 
decided to adopt the following plan, which 
comprised five main features :— 


(1) The filling factory, most of which 
is in a derelict condition, will be dismantled; 
and the site, when decontaminated and 
cleared, will be made available for use by 
industry or by some public authority. 

(2) The gun and ammunition factories will 
be amalgamated into a single ordnance fac- 
tory. 
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(3) A site of about 100 acres on the south 
side, will be sold for use as an industrial 
estate to accommodate-London firms which 
have to leave their present premises and 
cannot move out of the London area. The 
London County Council has informed him 
that it would be interested in acquiring this 
site for such a purpose and detailed dis- 
cussions are proceeding. 


(4) The remainder of the central area will 
be made available to the Service Depart- 
ments, thus enabling them to bring together 
their engineering workshops, stores and other 
facilities, which are at present scattered, and 
also to move into the Arsenal certain activi- 
ties from elsewhere. 


(5) The low-lying marshland at the eastern 
end of the site, which will for some years 
continue to be required for the storage and 
transit of explosives, will gradually be raised 
above river Jevel by means of controlled 
tipping so that in due course it may be pos- 
sible to turn it to more valuable uses. 


New Atomic Power Station 


On March 1, Sir Davin EccLes, the Minis- 
ter of Works, during the debate on the 
second reading of the Atomic Energy Bill 
(which takes control over atomic energy 
research and development out of the hands 
of the Ministry of Supply and places it in 
the hands of a new authority, with Sir Edwin 
Plowden as chairman and ten members), out- 
lined details of the new reactor station to 
be set up in Scotland. He said it had been 
decided to build a vast reactor station at 
Dounreay, in Caithness. It would require 
a site of 100 acres in open country, near to 
sources of labour and with amenities. It had 
to be on the coast because of the discharge 
of effluent and the provision of sea water 
for cooling. It also required a large supply 
of fresh water. Dounreay met all those 
requirements better than any other site, and 
the development would help in the revival of 
the Highlands. When it was in full opera- 
tion the project would provide employment 
for 600 men, of whom about half would be 
recruited locally. 


In an enterprise of this kind one was never 
certain what problems would be encountered. 
In the past problems had been solved as 
construction went along, and that might be 
so here. There was every hope that this 
vast reactor would show the way to remark- 
able economies in the consumption of 
uranium and that it would become a world- 
famous pioneer among the plants providing 
electricity in the next generation. The sur- 
vey had already gone on, and construction 
would start so soon as the Ministry of Works 
could get under way to the requirements of 
the Lord President’s staff, who were tem- 
porarily in charge. A considerable labour 
force would have to be built up when under- 
taking the building operations there. The 
authority would continue to build prototype 
plant. It would not compete with the elec- 
tricity authorities in the supply of electricity 
to the country. Once these reactors were 
proved the electricity authority would take 
over. It would be seen, therefore, how 
necessary it was to start now to train the 
men who were going to design, construct and 
operate power reactors for the supply of 
electricity to the public. 

British engineering firms must also be 
ready to take the lead in the world’s mar- 
kets, for undoubtedly just over the horizon 
immense orders were waiting for all kinds of 
atomic plant. He hoped that this expan- 
sion on the industrial side of atomic energy 
would appear a conclusive argument for an 
authority outside the Civil Service. 
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PRIVATE 
HOUSE-BUILDING 


Achievement of Higher Standards 


G PEAKING at the annual general meeting 

of the Abbey National Building Society, 
on February 26, Mr. STANLEY C. Ramsey, 
FRIBA, deputy chairman, said that the year 
1953 had witnessed a remarkable change in 
the realm of housing. The Government was to 
be congratulated on having achieved (and 
indeed exceeded) its target figure of 300,000 
houses, including houses for letting as well 
as for sale. In providing large numbers of 
houses for letting they were following out 
the policy of the late Government, although 
this did not in any way detract from what 
had been accomplished. 

“Probably what is more remarkable is 
the number of houses put up by the private 
house-builder,” Mr. Ramsey _ continued, 
“The decision to do away with the develop- 
ment charge, with all the uncertainty and 
frustration which it entailed, is, in my 
opinion, one of the decisive factors in bring- 
ing about the increased number of such 
houses built and being built during the year 
we are considering. 

“If it were wise to do away with that 
part of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, relating to development charges, 
it was no less wise to retain the system of 
controls. We have had since the war so 
much in the way of control that to many 
the word has become anathema. However, 
to use a homely adage, ‘the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating,’ and there is no 
question, in the view of a competent and 
unprejudiced observer, that these post-war 
houses compare more than favourably with 
those built between the two world wars. 

“They are better planned, of a more pleas- 
ing appearance, as well constructed and, 
above all, the grouping or site planning is 
immeasurably superior.. The credit for this 
happy state of affairs must in the first place 
go to the planning authorities, either county 
or local, and to the tact and vigilance of 
their executive officers. But at the back of 
all this is a long history of effort by the 
architectural profession, the Council of 
Registered House-Builders and the Building 
Societies’ Association. It is a story, too little 
known as yet, which must be told in detail 
some day, but meantime we can whole- 
heartedly welcome the higher standards.” 

Building societies could not be indifferent 
to housing standards, as, all things being 
equal, the better the house the better the 
security. 


The Speculative Builder’s ROle 

The term “speculative builder” to-day 
carried with it something of a reproach, and 
it might be instructive to inquire why this 
was. Until the end of the 18th century the 
pleasantest parts of our towns, such as the 
squares in London, Bath, Edinburgh and 
Dublin, were due almost entirely to the work 
of the speculator, either as promoter or 4s, 
in most, cases, promoter and builder. 

“ This happy state of affairs continued into 
the early years of the 19th century,” Mr. 
Ramsey added, “but from then onward 
speculative building was divorced more and 
more from good design and became more 
and more the subject of unfavourable 
criticism. Is it too optimistic to hope that 
conditions are now favourable for a revival 
of the art of speculative house-building and 
that we or our immediate descendants may 
witness the beginning of an era which shall 
challenge the best work of our forbears? ” 
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THE BUILDER 


THE CHALLENGE OF RURAL LAND LOSSES 


A Paper Read at the 


for each acre of land in agricultural pro- 
duction which was taken for urban pur- 
poses this country lost £34.3 of food products 
each year. In total, therefore, the food loss, 
measured in 1949-50 terms, must be some- 
where between £960,000 and £1,200,000 each 
year, and between £19,000,080 and 
£24,000,000 ever the period 1950 to 1970. 
These observations were made by Dr. G. P. 
WipBERLEY, MSc, PhD, HonATPI, head of 
the Department of Agricultural Economics, 
Wve College, University of London, when 
he read a paper on “ The Challenge of Rural 
Land Losses” at the Royal Society of Arts 
on March 3. Professor L. Dudley Stamp, 
CBE, DLit, DSc, was in the chair. The fol- 
lowing extracts are taken from Dr. 
Wibberley’s paper: 

These figures give us an indication of the 
size of the food replacement problem which 
the growing urbanisation of Britain is 
forcing on to us. I am assuming that this 
country wants to replace the food now 
grown on land which will pass out of agri- 
culture. If it does not, it makes a mockery 
of the agricultural expansion programme 
now set at a 60 per cent. increase on 1938. 
There are, of course, a wide variety of ways 
in which this food can be and is being re- 
placed. They range from land saving, land 
restoration and land upgrading, and to the 
gaining of “new” land for all uses through 
land reclamation. There are many different 
and separate steps being taken to-day in 
each of these general fields. We need to 
look at all of them to see if, as a country, 
we are keeping some economic balance be- 
tween the many and various ways of re- 
placing the food lost by urbanisation. 

We do not necessarily have to replace the 
food now grown or acres to be lost to urban 
growth by food grown on other domestic 
acres. We could get the deficit from foreign 
sources, paying for it by the increase in 
productive capacity and efficiency which 
planned urban expansion might give. This 
is not the place to argue the best balance 
of trade position for Great Britain, but the 
balance of opinion amongst those who have 
carefully studied the export markets for 
manufacturers and Britain’s ability to pay 
for imports is that the United Kingdom 
should, as Professor Robinson puts it, ‘‘ de- 
velop an economic structure which can, if 
necessary, be genuinely viable with little 
more than four-fifths of our pre-war 
imports.” A balance of trade with reduced 
imports and more balanced import-export 
ratio obviously affects our attitude to im- 
ports of food, as these made up one-half of 
the pre-war total of imports. In essence 
then, we should look carefully at the possi- 
bilities of replacing the food area and output 
lost to urbanization from home resources 
in agriculture before agreeing to increase our 
food import bill. 

Again, it might be argued that we do not 
have to fully compensate for the food now 
grown on the land to be lost to urban growth 
because urbanisation stimulates the agricul- 
tural use of the remaining rural areas. This 
would be relevant to the argument of this 
lecture if the urbanisation of this island was 
accompanied by a development of many new 
urban communities in sparsely populated 
and isolated rural areas. Though town 
gtowth and planning is certainly showing 
flexibility, new buildings tend to spring up 
in the places and localities where the people 
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who demand them now are. For example, 
though many Birmingham people may well 
satisfy their housing and other urban needs 
in the future in communities, elsewhere in 
near-by Warwick and Worcester, they will 
still be living and eating in the same general 
area. Therefore it is felt that the benefits 
of the present form of urbanisation whereby 
existing communities spread out physically 
are not markedly greater in relation to agri- 
culture than would occur if urban centres 
developed without taking up more space. 


Land Improvement 


This country is pouring quite a lot of 
money into land improvement close to the 
margin of farming (and of living). This 
help went first to hill farms under the 1946 
Hill Farming Act and, of later years, under 
the 1951 Livestock Rearing Act, it has been 
extended down the hillside on to the lower 
plateaux and broken land of the traditional 
livestock rearing areas. These areas lack 
flexibility in the farming uses to which they 
can be profitably put and they do not 
normally produce end products for which 
there are guaranteed markets and minimum 
prices. Professor Ellison estimates that there 
is about 24 million acres of this sort of land 
{about two-thirds enclosed land and one- 
third rough grazings) in England and Wales 
which, with an injection of capital, could 
give a marked increase in food production. 
The survey made by the Agricultural Re- 
search Council in 1949, on the findings of 
which policy decisions embodied in the 1951 
Livestock Rearing Act were made, suggest 
that a 70 per cent. increase in gross output 
could be obtained by capital improvements 
(including interest at 4 per cent.) averaging 
about £40 per acre at 1949-50 prices. 


High costs and large acreage figures, 
coupled with the technical and social prob- 
lems of securing and maintaining such 
increases in agricultural output on our 
marginal higher land, point the need for 
looking at the possibilities of improving the 
use of other kinds of rural land. There are, 
for example, the “problem” areas—some 
large, some small—on the lowlands, which 
appear to suffer from major defects outside 
the control of individual farmers and land- 
lords (such as poor drainage, bad access, farm 
fragmentation and uneconomic size of hold- 
ing). To these two main sources, upland 
marginal land and “problem” agricultural 
areas, can be added the possibilities of re- 
clamation from the sea and fuller use of 
common lands, reclamation of waste 
industrial land, the elimination of waste 
pieces in the countryside (derelict and un- 
economic woodland and shaws) and the 
better use of small areas of underdeveloped 
land on otherwise well-farmed holdings. 


Attempts are being made to bring land of 
all these categories into a higher state of 
agricultural productiveness. and Government 
grants, of various sorts, are available for 
some of these purposes and are being taken 
up. If it is to cost at least £160 in new 
capital in the uplands for each acre of land 
urbanjsed, can we replace this output more 
cheaply and satisfactorily by the bringing in 
or upgrading of these other kinds of under- 
developed land? 


The largest loss of agricultural land, next 
to new housing. is to the oven cast working 
of minerals. It appears that, even if an 
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allowance is made for existing restoration 
plans, that more than 100,000 acres of land 
will move out of farm production between 
1950-70. Restorati »n costs to full and long- 
term agricultural vse are heavy, representing 
over £400 per urban acre equivalent, in the 
case of coal and ironstone mining. It is 
interesting that a figure of nearly this amount 
is made available under the “levy ” arrange- 
ments for ironstcne workings. Thus we as 
a community appear to be spending more 
than twice as much money on restoring 
mineral land to agriculture than we are on 
upgrading land cr the margin of cultivation. 


The improver.ent of agricultural land on 
the lowlands shows surprisingly light require- 
ments of community capital with good 
returns in farm output—that is, if- we can 
judge by the rather small and scattered 
information on costs and returns which is 
available. For example, comparable capital 
costs per “ urbanised ” acre for war reclama- 
tion of two lowland sand land areas, work 
out at under £100 and recent work in the 
Land’s End Peninsula gave comparative 
figures of between £70 and £150. . Some 
coastal reclamation in the Wash and the 
River Coquet also give comparative capital 
figures of under £100. 


The Urban Side 


On the urban side of land use, we need 
to know more of the extra costs involved 
(in relation to the agricultural output of 
the land in question) in increasing building 
densities and the costs of diverting building 
from good to poor land. These extra build- 
ing costs need to be related to the differences 
in agricultural output realised on the sites 
under consideration. We need to be able 
to decide whether it would pay us as 2 
community to stop urban development on 
a certain site and to swing it to another more 
expensive site because it would involve less 
capital to do this, than to raise the food lost 
on the better site from agricultural land 
elsewhere. If, for example, we take the 
“replacement” cost figure of £160 to £200 
per “urbanised” acre evolved from our 
first look at costs and returns from heavier 
exploitation of the poor uplands in this 
country, then a gross agricultural output 
saved of £34 per acre by switching sites 
justified an added cost to development of 
this £160 to £200 per acre. If added build- 
ings costs are considerably higher than this 
amount then there is an a priori case for 
allowing building development to go on to 
the cheaper site, though it be the better 
agricultural land. This is because the com- 
munity can replace the difference in the 
agricultural output of the two sites more 
cheaply by using its capital to increase the 
output of poorer land elsewhere. Although 
much more time and analysis has to be 
given to this concept of the replacement 
value of land losses, the figures derived from 
an examination of capital costs in upland 
farming improvements seem to be in a line 
with the old development charge, made on 
land to be used for building in Great Britain 
up to 1952. A study of a sample of charges 
made on developers by the Central Land 
Board on plots changing use for house build- 
ing on the fringes of towns gives a wide 
range of figures, but the mode of the range 
lies within £250 to £400 per acre. In other 
words, there has been some affinity between 
what is in practice paid above the existing 
agricultural value of fringe land to towns for 
house plots and the amount of capital neces- 
sary to be sunk in our poor farming areas, 
to bring up their production. 
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THE BUILDER 


LCC DAYLIGHTING CONDITIONS 


Appeal Against Conditions Imposed Under Council’s 
Revised Standards 


STANDARD of daylight conditions 
imposed by the London County Council 
in granting permission for the erection of 
an office building on the site of Nos. 25-35, 
Grosvenor-place, and 1-26, Chester Mews, 
Westminster, SW1, was the subject of an 
appeal by the London Associated Electri- 
city Properties Limited under Section 16(1) 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947. The appeal was heard at the West- 
minster City Hall on Thursday, February 25, 
before Mr. S. Knight, FRIBA, MTPI, an 
Inspecter appointed by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 

Summarising the earlier history of the 
matter, Mr. J. Ramsay WILLIS, who 
appeared for the appellant company, said 
that in 1943 his clients made an application 
for consent to the erection of an office build- 
ing on the site and in February, 1944, the 
Council said they were prepared to give 
further consideration to the proposal pro- 
vided amended plans were submitted which 
showed, inter alia, that the two central 
wings at the rear of the building could be 
satisfactorily kept within the angular line 
of 51 deg. from the opposite side of Chester 
Mews—which faced on to the rear of the 
proposed building. Revised drawings were 
submitted and approved but the consent be- 
came null and void because the work could 
not be commenced within the period 
stipulated. 

In July, 1952, a further application was 
submitted and in May, 1953, planning per- 
mission was granted subject to a condition 
that the rear of the building facing Chester 
Mews should, with the exception of the 
end blocks, be reduced in height by one 
storey, so as to provide two full storeys 
and a set-back storey instead of three full 
storeys and a set-back storey, in order to 
secure a greater measure of compliance 
with the Council’s revised daylighting stan- 
dards relative to properties which were 
adjacent to areas zoned for residential pur- 
poses in the Gounty of London Develop- 
ment Plan prepared under the Town and 
Country Planning Act of 1947. It was against 
that condition that the present appeal was 
made, on the grounds that (1) it would re- 
sult in the loss of some 7,000 sq. ft. of 
floor space and (2) that the standards of 
daylighting which ought to be observed in 
connection with the proposed office building, 
relative either to the buildings at present 
in Chester Mews or those which would even- 
tually replace them, had been properly fol- 
lowed by the appellants in preparing the 
plans submitted to the Council. 


Requirements for Offices 


In their answer, the LCC said it was now 
their practice to require office buildings to 
comply with the accepted residential day- 
lighting code in cases where such buildings 
abutted against a residential zone. Since 
1944, added the Council’s answer, their day- 
lighting standards had been completely re- 
vised in regard to the methods of dealing 
with development on the boundaries of dif- 
fering use zones. 

Although it was true, went on Mr. Willis, 
that the frontage of Chester Mews facing 
the rear of the proposed new building was 
shown in the County of London Plan as 
being zoned for residential use, it had been 
clearly understood and agreed between the 


Grosvenor Estates and the LCC at the public 
inquiry into the Plan that the Grosvenor 
Estates, who were the freeholders of the 
land, should be allowed to redevelop that 
frontage for “service industry,” a designa- 
tion for which the Development Plan did not 
provide. Therefore, although the land was 
technically zoned for incidental purposes, 
that zoning did not bind the Grosvenor 
Estates to redevelop exclusively, or at all, 
for such a purpose, although it was open 
to them to provide a certain amount of resi- 
dential accommodation above the first-floor 
level if they so desired. 

In his submission there could be no justi- 
fication for the mutilation of the proposed 
building or for the loss of valuable floor 
space which the Council’s condition would 
involve unless there was some very good 
reason for supposing that the buildings 
which would eventually be erected on the 
other side of Chester Mews would suffer a 
serious diminution of light. 

Mr. DouGLas FyFFe. FRIBA, partner in 
the firm of Messrs Wimperis, Simpson, 
Guthrie and Fyffe, FRIBA, said that he had 
prepared the design for the proposed build- 
ing. The condition imposed by the Council 
would cause the loss of approximately one- 
sixth of the tota] net available floor space 
and would make it impossible to design a 
satisfactory elevation for the rear of the 
building. 

Mr. GEOFFREY SINGER FRICS, FAI, a 
surveyor in the office of Grosvenor Estates, 
said that from the daylighting point of view, 
in relation to the eventual comprehensive 
redevelopment of Chester Mews, the Gros- 
venor Estates, as ground landlords, were 
satisfied with the plans submitted on behalf 
of the appellants. Before the war the main 
zoning in Chester Mews was for service in- 
dustries. There was a little residential occu- 
pation but not very much. 


Objection to Zoning 


At the inquiry into the County of London 
Development Plan the Grosvenor Estates ob- 
jected to the proposed zoning of Chester 
Mews for residential purposes. They thought 
the zoning should be for service industries, 
as it was before the war, so that it might act 
as a buffer between the purely commercial 
and residential areas surrounding it. The 
Council had agreed that it should be so 
developed, subject to the Minister’s approval, 
and the only reason the land was still zoned 
as residential was because the plan made no 
provision for a service industry designation. 

In cross-examination by Mr. K. F. Good- 
fellow, who appeared on behalf of the Lon- 
don County Council. the witness agreed that 
they were now considering the possible effect 
of a building which would have an estimated 
life of something like two hundred years. 

Mr. GOODFELLOW:—You agreed these 
plans in 1944 and you have not had any 
second thoughts as the LCC have had?—No. 

If a building is erected on one side of a 
road which infringes the accepted daylighting 
standard you may have to set back your 
buildings on the opposite side in order to 
discount that infringement?—Yes, it is a 
possibility if the upper parts are occupied 
for residential purposes. 

Further evidence for the appellants was 
given by Mr. JoHN Swarsrick, FRIBA. 
MiIStructE. He said he had been in- 
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formed that when the redevelopment of 
Chester Mews took place it was to remaiy 
a secondary road, 30 ft, wide, and that th 
appropriate daylight indicator to be usa 
would be one of the B series as there woyjj 
be office user on one side of the Mews apg 
residential user on the other. His attentioy 
had been called by the Town Planning Office; 
for Westminster to the planning standarj 
relating to daylighting of buildings in th 
analysis to the LCC Development Plan fy 
1951. According to that code, the appropy. 
ate daylight indicator in this particular cag 
was B.1, which was to be applied at stree 
centre lines. That indicator prescribed , 
vertical angle of obstruction of 45 deg. o 
both sides of the centre line of Chest; 
Mews, but its adoption would involve a mut. 
lation of the rear elevation of the propose 
building, which would be deplorable from a 
aesthetic point of view. If, on the othe; 
hand, it was allowed to be érected with ; 
vertical facade on its Chester Mews frontage 
side its utility would be very much greaty 
and its architectural effect as a dominay 
feature in a town planning scheme would be 
enormously enhanced. 


Function of Daylight Indicators 


Daylight indicators were most useful as, 
guide but they should not, in his opinion, te 
applied as a rigid standard to which ever. 
thing should automatically conform. The; 
ought not to be looked upon as the final test 

Mr. WILtIs: If you have an office zonin; 
on one side of a road and something whic 
is said to be residential on the other, becaus: 
there is no other way of notating it, by 
which in fact consists of service industri 
would you regard that as a case which 
should automatically bring into operation 
the B.1 indicator?—No, I think the appro 
priate angle of obstruction would be th 
angular line of 51 deg. from the opposit 
side of the road, 

Mr. GOODFELLOW (cross-examining): You 
agree that these daylight indicators are ; 
valuable prima facie guide if applied with 
flexibility?—Yes. 

You would agree that in the Analysis 

to the Development Plan it is stated thi 
they will be so used?—Yes. 
_ You think the appropriate angle of light 
in this case would be 51 deg. on the basi 
that the opposite side of Chester Mews i 
used for service industries?—Yes, becaus 
I regard such a zoning as an industrial us, 
_ Would you not agree that a servic 
industry zone is a “ twilight ” condition, half 
way between residential and industrial?—t 
depends upon what one understands »j 
service industries. I have seen servic: 
_ zones with no residential user 4 
all. 

This completed the evidence for th 
appellants. 


CASE FOR THE COUNCIL 


In opening the case for the Londo 
County Council, Mr. Goodfellow submitted 
that the sole issue to be put before th 
Minister was whether the proposed offic 
building should be allowed to be erected it 
accordance with daylight standards accep 
able prior to 1944 or whether it shoul 
comply with the best standards as they wet 
now known to be. If the daylight cot 
which the Council had now adopted wi 
the proper standard to apply then, quit 
clearly, whatever may have been the eatli! 
history of this matter, it would be undesi 
able that a building on such an importatl 
site should be put up in accordance wil 
any lower standards. Under the County 
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London plan now before the Minister the 
grea behind the appeal site was zoned for 
residential use. The expression “service 
industries ” indicated a sort of half-way 
house in which there were some residential 
and some non-residential users, and in those 
circumstances it would not be right to treat 
the opposite side of Chester Mews as though 
it were not residential at all. 


Angle of Obstruction 


Under the present daylight code the 
accepted angle of obstruction was 45 deg. 
in residential zones and 51 deg. in other 
zones. The Council agreed that those 
angles should not be rigidly applied, and 
they had not done so in this case. They 
had in fact required something in the nature 
of a compromise between 45 deg. and 
51 deg. 

Evidence for the London County Council 
was given by Mr. N. H. Martin, ARICS, a 
Group Planning Officer to that authority. 
The witness confirmed that in applying the 
daylight code the Council took into account 
all the circumstances of a particular case 
and said that the condition imposed on the 
appellants’ building was appropriate to a 
service industry zone being created on the 
opposite side of Chester Mews. 

Mr. WILLIS (cross-examining): Do you 
consider a service industry zone to be some- 
thing which must include a residential user 
in some part of the buildings? — No, not 
necessarily. 

You agree that there is no obligation upon 
the Grosvenor Estate to provide one foot 
of residential accommodation?—Yes. 

No one can tell what the future 
re-development of Chester Mews will be, 
but no one would suggest that it is likely 
to be of a residential character?—Not 
wholly. 

The daylight angle of 45 deg. presupposes 
a residential development above the ground- 
floor level?—Yes. 

This completed the evidence and the 
inquiry was closed. The Minister’s decision 
will be made known in due course. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISION 


Appeal to be Allowed to Build 
60 Houses Refused 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT has refused the appeal of Mr. 
G. W. Bartlett against the refusal of the 
Margate Town Council to permit the build- 
ing of 60 private houses on land at Dent-de- 
Lion, Garlinge. Mr. Bartlett contended 
that the ratio between boarding-houses and 
private dwellings in Margate led to 
unbalance: that the land in question could 
not be put to any other beneficial use, and 
that the site had been zoned for houses in 
a planning scheme approved in 1927. 

The Council said that the proposed resi- 
dential development was contrary to the pro- 
visions of the draft county development plan. 
The site was lightly wooded parkland and 
because of lack of trees in Thanet a preser- 
vation order was intended. 

The Minister, announcing the result of the 
appeal (heard in December last) said that 
the refusal was soundly based. 


Flintshire Programme » 


According to the Flintshire County De- 
velopment Plan, it is estimated that during 
the next 20 years £18m. will be spent on 
housing developments and that at least 
12,000 houses and 50 schools will be wanted. 
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MATERIALS HANDLING 
IN BUILDING 


Moving Bricks on Pallets and Stillages 
By N. G. BREEZE 


LARGE part of the cost and the time 
spent in building arises from transport. 
It has been estimated that for every tradi- 
tional house of 1,000 sq. ft., approximately 
140 tons of materials are transported to the 
site. The experiment of building with the 
aid of a tower crane at Norwich last year 
did much to emphasise the need for greater 
use of pallets for transporting materials, if 
costs are to be brought down still more. 

Advances can be recorded in the form of 
tipping-lorries, bulk cement carriers and 
various types of dumpers. These have 
taken their place with marked success. There 
is, however, tremendous scope for the intro- 
duction of more time- and labour-saving 
devices to assist in getting materials from 
manufacturer to site operative. Let us take 
bricks as an example. A few manufac- 
turers load their vehicles with the aid of 
fork-lift trucks, but beyond that point it 
is manual operation, slow and costly. Upon 
arrival at the site, a gang of men will have 
to off-load the vehicle, moving bricks in 
fours and fives by a manual chain to set 
them down in stacks. At some future date 
the bricks will again be manhandled into 
a hod, skip or mobile hoist. Upon arrival 
at scaffold level there is usually further 
handling. How much easier would this 
series of operations become for manufac- 
turer, haulier and building contractor if a 
system of pallets and/or stillages could be 
devised whereby loading at works was by 
crane or fork-lift truck, and off-loading at 
site similarly accomplished. Discharge of 
the load in such circumstances could be by 
stillage to stacks on site or to predetermined 
positions on to scaffold, work permitting. 
In addition to the saving of labour in loading 
and off-loading vehicles, the standing time 
of lorries, both at works and on sites, would 
be drastically cut down. ' 


The drawbacks to such a scheme are: (a) 
provision of stillages; (b) necessity for tower 
crane or otherwise, thus reducing the benefits 
to the larger type of contract only. One of 
these items would be the responsibility of 
the supplier, the other would, of course, be 
provided by the building contractor. Many 
other types of heavy building materials 
could be dealt with in the same way, par- 
ticularly those used before the roofing-in 
Stage. 


a 


Savings on Large Contracts 


The Norwich experiment proved that the 
savings achieved would be considerably 
stepped-up if suitable pallets and stillages 
could be devised. This possible expansion 
may take some little time, but it is to be 
hoped that manufacturers, carriers and 
building contractors will keep the matter 
fully under constant review, as the achieve- 
ment would effect considerable handling 
savings on large contracts. So far as the 
building contractor is concerned, it is felt 
that greater liaison with suppliers, transport 
officials and vehicle designers is desirable. 
Undoubtedly a large measure of their salva- 
tion rests upon their own shoulders to ensure 
that development of special-purpose vehicles 
and mechanical aids is in line with the 
general scheme of saving desired. 

Until such measures are implemented 
one wonders whether it might be possible to 
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use less ambitious schemes. American in- 
dustry has long realised the importance of 
technique in transport allied to all forms of 
construction. Methods such as those of the 
Le Tourneau Company in the prefabrication 
of concrete bungalows in factories, and carry- 
ing them complete and finished to building 
sites, are already well known over here. Less 
is known, however, of some of the American 
devices for transporting to sites where tra- 
ditional methods of construction are in use. 
Where space is plentiful, Messrs. A. Rehber- 
ger and Son, of Newark, USA, have devised 
equipment for off-loading 6,000 bricks with- 
out pallets or strapping. It is claimed that 
this load can be set down in less than ten 
minutes and the only labour required is that 
of the lorry driver, who operates a winch 
during unloading. 





Sketch 
Rehberger method of unloading bricks 
from a lorry. 


showing principle of the 


Bricks are stacked (presumably by mech- 
anical means) at brickworks directly onto 
the lorry platform, which, instead of being 
flat is made up of closely spaced metal 
rollers. A head board and tail board con- 
nected at each side by a chain, provide sup- 
port for the load. Connected to the head- 
board from a winch beneath the cab are 
two wire ropes. Unloading is accomplished 
by tipping the platform by means of normal 
tipping gear so that the load, if not held in 
place by the head and tail boards (in turn 
held by the winch ropes), would slip off 
by gravity, damaging the bricks. As a result 
of slowly paying-out the winch ropes the load 
is allowed to glide gently to the ground, the 
vehicle being driven slowly forward at the 
same time. As unloading proceeds, the side 
chains automatically tighten and so prevent 
the load from slipping or buckling. Only 
when the load is safely on the ground are 
the tail and head boards removed. After- 
wards they are hauled back by the winch 
and the platform returned to its normal 
position. 


Another method used in the United States, 
again suitable only for sites with ample space, 
comprises a cube-like body, open at top and 
back, with rubber tubes all round the in- 
terior. This body tips so that it is com- 
pletely up-ended down to the ground. The 
idea is to envelope a stack of bricks by that 
means. After manceuvring the lorry into 
position, bars are fixed across the top to lock 
the bricks, and the rubber tubes inflated in 
such a manner that the bricks would-be 
gripped. As the body assumes its normal 
position, the bricks are picked up. In re- 
verse action they are set down. 


Now it is not suggested that these methods 
are particularly suited to conditions in this 
country, but it is obvious that we should 
devote more of our energies to methods of 
off-loading materials more quickly. Although 
I have placed the emphasis on brick hand- 
ling (roughly 60 tons are contained in the 
1,000 sq. ft. house), the principles involved 
should provide a basis of application to 
all heavy building materials. Is it time for a 
general get-together, or must we wait to see 
what new types of vehicles and handling 
methods are produced for us? 
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PLANTING DESIGN 


The Designer and the Public 


HE RELATIONSHIP between the lands- 
scape designer and the public, together 
with the problem of maintenance, were 
among the points raised in a discussion on 
“Planting Design” between Mrs. Sheila 
Haywood, ARIBA, AILA, and Mr. Kenneth 
Booth, AILA, at a meeting of the Institute 
of Landscape Architects held in London on 
February 18, and from which we take the 
following extracts: 


SHEILA Hayrwoep: First of all, I feel that 
there is a tendency to blow up into an intel- 
lectual subject something which should be 
the result of years of practical experience. 
I am one of those who believe that the best 
background for a designer of landscape 
would be a period of study of design in the 
abstract, followed by a long and exacting 
apprenticeship in the growing and manage- 
ment of plant material. Secondly. I believe 
that the greatest need to-day is to re-state in 
contemporary terms the lessons of Gertrude 
Jekyll and William Robinson. ‘At once the 
question arises, what is a contemporary 
aesthetic? While it is true that plant 
material in itself does not change as archi- 
tectural fashion changes, nevertheless the 
context and conditions in which plants are 
used are changing all the time. Two things 
above all have changed: the architecture 
against which plant masses are set in the 
urban background, and the amount of main- 
tenance avaHable. 


Let me say here that I think one of our 
most pressing jobs is to fight the general dis- 
inclination, especially on the part of public 
authorities, to spend money on maintenance. 
There is frequently a willingness to spend 
quite large sums on the original capital lay- 
out, and to grudge every penny spent on 
maintenance. I wish it might be the other 
way about, and I am sure that a great deal 
of this springs from a lack of realisation of 
the way growing plants behave. Linked 
with this, of course, is the need to evolve a 
vocabulary of plants which do not need too 
much maintenance. 


Next, I feel that the designer’s chief func- 
tion is to fashion, as it were, a skeleton, from 
the manipulation of ground form, and from 
the pattern of the larger trees, over which 
change, and (if it must be) decay can flicker 
throughout the succeeding years without 
wrecking the original conception. 


KENNETH BOOTH: The intellectualisation 
of the subject is not only unnecessary, it is 
also dangerous; dangerous because it clouds 
the issue and places another barrier between 
the designer and the client. The answer is 
not simply a matter of becoming more 
vulgar. To use this werd surely shows that 
we have not understood our function as plant 
designers. It is a matter of perceiving and 
grasping the public’s point of greatest cur- 
rent awareness and taking it to a further 
stage of development. To this extent I be- 
lieve a designer’s role to be both pioneering 
and didactic, introducing others to a greater 
awareness, a_ greater sensitivity. As de- 
signers we may have made our escape from 
the bondage of mass taste, but, if we scorn 
this mass taste, we must not mourn if we 
find our public no longer listens to us. We 
may have become too precious and intel- 
lectual to be understood. 


SHEILA Haywoop: Planting to me seems 
broadly to fall into two groups. There is 
planting related to architecture, and in my 
view, with the building nearly always as the 
dominant partner. Then there is planting as 
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a world in itself: an escape: a fantasy, a 
visual foreground to the world of nature. 


As regards my own personal beliefs, the 
first of them is that planting should be 
generous. If there is only a limited amount 
of money to spend, I would always prefer 
to limit the scope in order to pay for mass- 
ing. Secondly, I believe in a close study of 
soil and situation and it is surprising what 
divergences of both can be found even in a 
small suburban plot. “Suiting the condi- 
tions to the plant’ has never interested me, 
but of course I realise that to many people 
it is the very heart of gardening. 


KENNETH BOOTH: This uncertainty of con- 
sistent and sympathetic maintenance to 
maturity makes it important for the plant 
designer to concentrate on the establish- 
ment of the correct structural planting from 
the outset. Within this faultless skeleton 
future generations can with impunity carry 
out their bedding and other transient fashions 
without ruining the essential form. I believe 
we tend to place far too great a faith in the 
subtly contrived scheme and its minutely 
correct maintenance. In my view, when 
our planting schemes have to cope with long 
and short term maturity, it is essential that 
the short term trees and shrubs are also the 
naturally short lived ones. One cannot leave 
to the client or maintenance department the 
decision to remove a temporary tree. It 
must die for removal to be certain. 


While it will always be necessary for us 
to think of planting first in its structural 
function, I think it equally necessary to 
acknowledge the emotive and evocative 
powers radiating from a mature planting 
scheme. They too can offer degrees of 
heightened awareness no less worthy than 
the purely visual satisfactions which are our 
prime concern. 


DECORATING FORUM 
Panel of Experts Quizzed 


MORE than 500 building and decorating 
: companies were represented at a forum 
meeting held at the Greyhound Hotel, Croy- 
don, on February 23. It was one of a series 
of meetings arranged by C. Brewer and 
Sons, Ltd., of Eastbourne, at which a panel 
of technical experts answer questions relat- 
ing to decorating. 


On this occasion the panel consisted of 
Messrs. H. A. Newnham (general paints), 
W. H. Chadwick (brushes), G. A. Clark 
(building board), L. Gaiger (spray plant), 
H. H. Kenny (glass), C. Sisley (wood pre- 
servatives), J. P. Hacking (wallpaper), H. E. 
Tapley (lead paint) and Miss Mitchell 
(colour). Mr. J. Lawrence was chairman and 
Mr. B. A. Sutherland was question master. 


Questions, which were invited from the 
body of the hall, covered a wide range of 
points. Some of the answers given by mem- 
bers of the panel are summarised in the 
following report. 


After Miss MITCHELL had described the 
advisory service for domestic and industrial 
decorative schemes offered by the British 
Colour Council, Mr. CLarK referred to the 
fireproof qualities of 4-in. insulation board. 
He said that in its natural state it did not 
conform to the requirements of B.S. 476, but 
it did when it was treated with a fire 
retardant. 


Mr. CHADWICK gave some hints on pre- 
venting mildew from attacking a whitewash 
brush. Always dry it out as much as pos- 
sible, he advised, and hang it up where there 
is plenty of air circulating. 
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In answer to a question on dry rot, Mr 
SISLEY said that he knew of no convincing 
answer to the mysterious increase which hag 
occurred during the past few years in th 
appearance of dry rot. He emphasised jt 
danger, however, and recommended imme 
diate attention whenever it was discovered 

The two paint experts on the panel wer 
both in favour of the use of red lead pain, 
as a primer for iron and steel work. Ther 
was nothing strikingly better, the, " agreed 
although they thought that zinc primers wer: 
also very good. In no circumstances shoul 
primers be applied over rust. 


On the subject of wallpaper decoration, 
Mr. Hackinc blamed paste (“the necessary 
evil,” as he called it) for most of the troubl: 
which generally arose. The starch which 
was the basis of most wallpaper paste, wa 
inclined to deteriorate in time and often left 
unsightly marks on the surface of the paper, 
he said. He also complained about the bad 
quality of much of the pulp supplied to wall. 
paper manufacturers, but he believed the 
situation was unlikely to improve to any 
great extent until competition returned jp 
the papermaking industry. 


A bright future for emulsion plastic paint 
was foreseen by MR. NEWNHAM, who replied 
toa question about the application of emu: 
sion paint over an accumulation of coats of 
old paint. No difficulty should be encoun. 
tered if a penetrating type of oil primer was 
applied first, he advised. 


Precautions to be taken to ensure that 
hardboard did not warp or buckle wer 
pointed out by Mr. CLarK, who said that the 
most important factor was to obtain even 
density and even moisture content over the 
whole area of the board; this was the manv- 
facturer’s responsibility. _ When the board 
arrived on the site it should not be fixed 
immediately, but should be given enough 
time (about 36 hours) to adapt itself to ' 
temperature of its surroundings and, if 
necessary, should be damped and left to an 
out. 


No one on the panel thought that the in- 
troduction of the roller for the application 
of paint meant that the painter’s brush was 
on its way out. Mr. CHADWICK maintained 
that a bristle brush was essential to obtain 
the finest finish, and for rough work he 
thought a nylon brush was very useful. 


To the questioner who asked if it was pos | 


sible to prevent chalking in white lead paint, 
Mr. TApPLey said he considered that it was 
better that chalking should occur than to 
have a cracking-flaking breakdown in the 
paint. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Sheets of Polyvinyl Chloride: 
Application for Higher Protective Duty 


THE BOARD OF TRADE give notice that they 
are considering an application for an it 
creased protective duty on the following 
articles made wholly or partly of polyviny! 
chloride resins or their copolymers, sheets 0! 
sheeting of a weight of not less than 12 02 
or more than 35 ozs. per sq. yd., not backed 
with a textile material, but otherwise 
whether or not treated or operated upon in 
any way. 

Any representations which _ interested 
parties may wish to make in regard to this 
application should be addressed to the 
Board of Trade, Industries and Manufac 


tures, Division 1, Horse Guards-avenue, 
Whitehall, London, SW1, not later tha 
March 27. 





sm tht 


SoM E 
wer 
secretar’ 
ance, Lt 
Officers- 
ninth m 
Enginee 
tion Gr 
Mr. The 


Regul 
bracket 
spikes, 
the stor 
are grip 

At fir 
or bracl 
it can “ 
may us 
and be ' 
thousan 
have hz 


Regu: 
ment sl 
scaffold 
to previ 
any occ 

What 
a bo’su 
known 
to stick 
them a 
this for 


Regu 
provide 
rails or 
fall of | 
extent | 
the mo 
prevent 
shall b 
stairs.” 


Regu 
Tuns an 
to fall 
shall be 
adequa 
above | 

Stair: 
ing a g 
presum 
do you 


Regi 
ing dor 
with fi 
son is 
10 ft.; 
or wor 
able ai 
crawlin 
suppor 
promin 
are fra 
thereto 

Whe 
Notice: 
roofer. 
toof is 


Regi 
site of 
habitu: 
manne 
workin 
any fal 

How 
heavy 
of a c: 
lift sha 
levels; 
lodged 















larch 5 1984 


dry rot, Mp 
10 CONVincine 
ise Which hag 
years in the 
mphasised jt 
ended imme. 
iS discovered 
le panel wer 


ed lead paint 
work. Ther 
they agreed, 


primers were 
tances should 


r decoration, 
the necessary 
of the trouble 
starch which 
er Paste, was 
ind often left 
of the paper, 
‘bout the bad 
plied to wall. 
believed the 
rove to any 

returned jn 


plastic paint 
, who replied 
tion of emul: 
n of coats of 
1 be encoun- 
il primer was 


ensure that 
buckle were 
said that the 
obtain even 
ent over the 
as the manv- 
n the board 
not be fixed 
iven enough 
itself to the 
igs and, if 
d left to dry 


that the in- 

> application 
’s brush was 
¢ maintained 
al to obtain 
zh work he 
useful. 


f it was pos- f 


e lead paint, 
that it was 
cur than to 
lown in the 


. TION 


loride : 
active Duty 


ice that they 
for an it 
e following 
of polyvinyl 
rs, sheets or 
than 12 02 
, not backed 
t otherwise 
ted upon in 


interested 
gard to this 
sed to the 
d Manufac- 
ards-avenue, 
later than 








March 5 1954 


SAFETY OFFICERS 


Some Problems Reviewed 


SOME oddities in the Building Regulations 
were referred to by Mr. R. G. THOMSON, 
secretary of the Builders’ Accident Insur- 
ance, Ltd., when he read a paper on “ Safety 
Officers—Some Problems Reviewed,” at the 
ninth meeting of the London Building and 
Engineering Contractors’ Accident Preven- 
tion Group on January 20. On this subject 
Mr. Thomson said: 


Regulation 14 (3) says: “No figure or 
bracket scaffold supported or held by dogs, 
spikes, or similar fixings liable to pull out of 
the stonework or brickwork in which they 
are gripped or fixed, shall be used.” 

At first glance one would think that figure 
or bracket scaffolding must not be used, but 
it can “if it is not liable to pull out.” You 
may use this type of scaffolding 999 times 
and be within the regulations, but on the one 
thousandth time, if it pulls out, then you 
have had it. 


Regulation 18 (2) (6) says: “‘ Such equip- 
ment shall not be used for the purpose of 
scaffold unless suitable measures are taken 
to prevent spinning or tipping and to prevent 
any occupant from falling therefrom.” 

What measures can you employ to prevent 
a bo’sun’s chair from spinning? The only 
known way, I am assured, is for the operator 
to stick his feet out in front of him and use 
them as braces—how can an employer do 
this for a man? 


Regulation 27 (1) says: “ Stairs shall be 
provided throughout their length with hand- 
rails or other efficient means to prevent the 
fall of persons except for the time and to the 
extent necessary for the access of persons or 
the movement of materials. If necessary to 
prevent danger to any person the hand-rails 
shall be continued beyond the ends of the 
stairs.” 

Regulation 27 (2) (a) says: “ Ail gangways, 
tuns and stairs from which a person is liable 
to fall a distance of more than 6 ft. 6 ins. 
shall be provided with suitable guard-rails of 
adequate strength to a height of at least 3 ft. 
above the gangway, run or stair.” - 

Stairs are again mentioned in (2) as requir- 
ing a guard rail—not in place of a hand-rail; 
presumably, therefore, in addition. Where 
do you put them both? 


Regulation 31 (3) says: “Where work is be- 
ing done on or near roofs or ceilings covered 
with fragile materials through which a per- 
son is liable to fall a distance of more than 
10 ft.; (a) where workmen have to pass over 
or work above such fragile materials, suit- 
able and sufficient ladders, duck ladders or 
crawling boards, which shall be securely 
supported, shall be provided and used; (b) 
prominent notices stating that the coverings 
are fragile shall be affixed at the approaches 
thereto.” 

When do you put up these Warning 
Notices? No one tells us who warns the 
roofer. Are the Notices put up when the 
toof is finished, or when the roof is started? 


_ Regulation 90 (1) says: “ Any place on the 
site of the operations at which any person is 
habitually employed shall be covered in such 
Manner as to protect any person who is 
working in that place from being struck by 
any falling material or article.” 

How can you protect against exceptionally 
heavy articles? Where is the limit? I can tell 
of a case where three big props fell down a 
lift shaft which was being bricked in at lower 
levels; these props sheared through or dis- 
lodged two or three sheets of corrugated iron 
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and injured two bricklayers. 
guard against this? 

I mention these oddities because it is 
humanly impossible to comply with these 
regulations and no one can blame the Safety 
Officer if his employer is caught for a breach 
of them. If we go to our friends in the 
Inspector of Factories Department, we get 
sympathy and politeness but if we ask for an 
interpretation we are told, ‘We administer 
the regulations; only the Courts interpret.” 


How can you 


Common Queries. 


Now to the last lap—common queries. 

Why do insurance companies settle claims 
when there is no liability? Insurance com- 
panies want to make money and it is usually 
good sense to settle cheaply as it costs on 
average £250 to £300 to win. The odds are 
always on the claimant, and if we lose the 
damages awarded are staggering. In plain 
words, we are scared to fight in present-day 
circumstances. 

Why do old servants who have had nothing 
but good treatment go in for speculative 
claims? They are told by their advisers that 
the money does not come out of their em- 
ployers’ pocket and anyhow the employer is 
only getting the benefit for which he has paid. 
It is not really true but it works. This leads 
to a query raised by employers. Why, if I 
pay premium, don’t my men get compensa- 
tion automatically from you? 

This is the hardest one of all to answer. 
The employer cannot get it out of his head 
that he is insuring for benefits. It has to be 
explained that we insure his legal liability. 

As a footnote, I would add that some em- 
ployers seem to believe that if they are in- 
sured they can ‘ dodge’ all safety measures. 

Disabled men should only be engaged for 
certain classes of work. You can employ a 
man in all fairness if he can do the job, but 
as Safety Officer, tell your employers and 
persons in charge they must not give the man 
any work to endanger himself in his condi- 
tion or other workmen near by. 


Discussion 


In the discussion which followed, Mr. 
W. D. SHort, HM Engineering Inspector of 
Factories, answered some of the questions 
raised by the speaker. 

Regulation 14 (3) Bracket Scaffolds——Mr. 
Short stated that there were several types of 
“dogs” or ‘fixings, and some the Factory 
Department knew by experience were likely 
to pull out. The Department would always 
be prepared to give advice on the type which 
should not be used. 

Regulation 18 (2) (b).—A_ bo’sun’s chair 
might be supported by one or more ropes. 
Spin of the chair could be prevented by a 
swivel connection above the chair or a guide 
rope run through an eye on the chair and 
secured at top and bottom. If kept taut it 
would prevent spinning. 

Regulation 27 (1) related to falls down 
stair-treads. For that type of fall a hand- 
rail was required. 

Regulation 27 (2) related to falls off the 
edge of the stairs where the height was 
greater than 6 ft. 6 in. 

Regulation 31 (3).—Mr. Short agreed that 
this was a legal point. Only put the notice 
where the work was being done. In practice 
it meant at the approaches to the actual area 
of the work. 

Regulation 90.—Mr. Short considered that 
the Regulation was controlled by the words 
“habitually employed.” The man on the 
saw bench or concrete mixer must be under 
reasonable cover. 
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A member raised a question with regard 
to fragile roofs. He said that when a roof 
was already completed, was it possible that 
a man would use the roof as a passage from 
one part of the building to another? Mr. 
Short replied that there was no reason why 
a man should not cross the roof if a proper 
walk-way was provided, but a notice indicat- 
ing that the roof material was unsafe should 
be displayed. 

The member then asked why a roof of 
corrugated iron should not also be con- 
sidered unsafe. The reply was that any 
fragile roof should be marked so and a 
proper duckboard or walk-way provided. 

Mr. R. G. Thomson said that if it was 
known that people were going to use the 
roof as a walk-way or passage, the job of 
the Safety Officer must be to see that these 
notices were displayed. 

A member asked, with regard to casual 
labour, do you put the man on a week’s 
test? Is the man asked whether he is allergic 
to heights? His company had a steel 
erector on a job who was seen wearing 
glasses when there was no one looking— 
the member saw him put them on. The 
question is—can the man be fired at once 
for not having admitted his disability? Mr. 
Thomson said “ No ”—the man came to you 
as a qualified erector and you cannot fire 
him for wearing glasses. 

A member quoted a case where a sub- 
contractor employed a painter who had a 
100 per cent. disability (TB). The man was 
sent 30 miles to a job; he went back -the 
next morning and told the foreman that he 
could not travel too far as he was a disabled 
person and found it too much for him. The 
foreman painter in this case was unable to 
dismiss him. 

It was stated that on application to a 
local doctor a disabled person can obtain a 
certificate. 

Another member stated that there was no 
compulsion for a person to register as dis- 
abled. He quoted a case where the Ministry 
of Labour Employment Exchange had sent 
a man on to a job—knowing he was an 
epileptic—and he was killed. 

A member quoted a case where there was 
an accident—fortunately not serious—but 
the man was sent to the hospital. He came 
back later and wanted to get on with the 
job but the firm did not know whether he 
was fit to start work. It was suggested that 
a short note should be sent to the hospital 
asking them to report whether the man was 
considered fit to resume work. The mem- 
ber said that this had been done, but on 
occasions the hospital authorities failed to 
send the report. Mr. Thomson said that if 
the man suffered an injury he must have a 
clear certificate before resuming work. If 
you did not have this certificate then you 
ran a risk and were in a worse position. 
Refuse to let the man commence until you 
did get the correct information. 

The Secretary thanked Mr. Thomson for 
an interesting lecture. 


Ironfounders’ Safety Committee 


The Council of Ironfoundry Associations 
has set up a special Committee to co- 
ordinate and intensify the efforts being made 
throughout the industry at the present time 
to keep down its accident rate in ironfound- 
ries. Many of the risks are common to 
other industries such as those associated 
with the handling and transportation of 
large quantities of materials. A number of 
special risks arising from the use of hot 
metal increase the complexity of the 
problem. 
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FURTHER CASE LAW 

AFFECTING BUILDERS 

Bankruptcy and Negligence 
By a Legal Correspondent 


TPHE recent case of Helical Bar and 
Engineering Co. v. Liquidator of Tout 
and Finch, Ltd., decided the responsibility 
of a local authority towards a sub-contractor 
under the RIBA form of contract when the 
main contractor, a firm of builders, had gone 
into voluntary liquidation [this case was the 
subject of a leading article in The Builder 
of January 1 last]. The facts were briefly 
these. A company was engaged on a housing 
contract for the Ilford Corporation and the 
practical completion of the work had taken 
place on October 25, 1952. The end of the 
defects period was April 25, 1953, but in 
December, 1952, thé company went into 
voluntary liquidation. The architect was in a 
position at the end of the stated period to 
issue his final certificate, but had not done so 
because the sum owing to the sub-contractor 
on an interim certificate had not been paid 
by the contractor within the 14 days required 
by contract. In view of the voluntary liquida- 
tion, many interesting questions arose. 


The local authority were uncertain 
whether they could properly pay the sub- 
contractors in view of the rival claims of 
other creditors. The sub-contractors who 
applied for a declaration of the Court 
wanted assurance that they could properly 
receive first the sum which was due on an 
interim certificate, but had never been paid; 
second, their share of the retention money. 
It was held by the High Court that the sub- 
contractor was entitled to both. 


The amount due under the interim certi- 
ficate could be directly paid by the Council 
under powers contained in Clause 21(c) of 
the RIBA form of contract. This reads as 
follows: “Before any such certificate is 
issued to the contractor he shall, if requested 
by the architect, furnish to him reasonable 
proof that all nominated sub-contractors’ 
accounts included in previous certificates 
have been duly discharged, in default 
whereof the employer (i.e., the council) may 
pay such accounts upon a certificate of the 
architect and deduct the amount so paid from 
any sums otherwise payable to the contrac- 
tor.” The amount payable to the sub-con- 
tractor was less retention money and subject 
to a cash discount. Retention money was 
defined as “ the proportion attributable to the 
sub-contract works of the amount retained 
by the employer with the main contract.” 
The sub-contractor’s interest in the retention 
money is safeguarded by clause 11(h) of the 
sub-contract which was in the form approved 
by the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers and the Federation of 
Associations of Specialists and Sub-Contrac- 
tors. The effect of the legal phraseology 
contained in this clause is that the contrac- 
tor becomes a trustee of the sub-contractor’s 
share and that there are special safeguards 
for the sub-contractor if the main contractor 
attempts to mortgage or charge this interest. 
In such a case he becomes liable to pay the 
sub-contractor on demand the amount of his 
interest. 


Failure of a Ladder 


Johnson v. Croggon and Co., Ltd., and 
Another was a civil action for negligence 
and/or breach of statutory duty. It was 
claimed that certain uprights of a ladder 
were not of “adequate strength” under the 
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Building (Safety, Health and Welfare) Regu- 
lations, 1948, Regulation 29(1). The plain- 
tiff who had fallen from a ladder and injured 
himself was a_steel erector, but the facts 
are such that they are of general interest to 
employers and workmen of almost any trade. 


The plaintiff was in charge of the work 
of erecting a steel roof on a refrigerated fruit 
store. He had been instructed to obtain all 
heavy gear (including ladders) from a certain 
source, but also obtained permission to use 
a number of fruit-picking ladders from 
another firm who were also included as de- 
fendants. One of these ladders broke and 
resulted in the injury. The claim against 
the firm who supplied the ladder and were 
nominated as second defendants failed be- 
cause they merely gave a general permission 
to use the ladders without any guarantee that 
they were suitable for the task for which 
he wanted them. The plaintiff’s claim 
against his own firm failed because as a re- 
sponsible workman they had delegated to 
him the task of choosing the heavy gear. It 
is interesting to see how far the exemption 
given by this delegation goes. It does not 
safeguard the firm if an injury occurs to an 
assistant. In Mr. Justice Pilcher’s words, “ If 
the plaintiff’s mate, Bannister, had been in- 
jured by the collapse of the ladder, the first 
defendants could not, of course, have escaped 
liability. The situation, however, is obviously 
different where it is the person to whom the 
duty to select and approve the ladder had 
been properly delegated who is himself 
injured by reason of the insufficiency of the 
ladder.” 

It is also interesting to see how exemption 
for delegation is affected by the passing of 
the Law Reform (Contributory Negligence) 
Act, 1945. Normally proper delegation 
would be expected to result in complete 
exemption for the firm, but in the Court of 
Appeal in a case, Cakebread v. Hopping 
Bros. (Whetstone), Ltd., Lord Justice Tucker 
said, “ I can quite conceive ... where a com- 
petent skilled man is left in charge of a pro- 
perly constructed machine and there is 
proper delegation to him under Regulation 
23 and adequate supervision in the factory, 
if he is injured, I can imagine that some 
Courts might take the view that somewhere 
in the neighbourhood of 90 per cent. might 
fall on the workman.” It would appear from 
this that even if there were proper delega- 
tion a 10 per cent. responsibility, which 
might be considerable in amount, would 
still fall on the employing firm. In Johnson 
v. Croggon and Co., Ltd., however, Mr. 
Justice Pilcher saw no reason why the plain- 
tiff’s claim should not fail, but continued: 
“If I should be wrong about this and if it 
had been necessary for me to decide the case 
on what I may perhaps call a contributory 
basis, I should without hesitation have found 
that while the defendants were in technical 
breach of the regulations to which I have 
referred, the amount recoverable by the 
plaintiff should be reduced by 99 per cent. 
for the reasons I have given, the result of 
which would be that he would recover virtu- 
ally nothing.” 

The result of these judgments may leave 
some sort of uncertainty about the right to 
delegate. It must be exercised in favour of 
an experienced employee, someone of the 
foreman class. If properly carried out it will 
probably lead to complete exemption of the 
firm from responsibility towards the em- 
ployee himself, but not towards other work- 
men. However, until the case is finally de- 
cided by a higher Court there is a suggestion 
that the firm may remain liable for 10 per 
cent. of the responsibility. 
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SKILL IN INDUSTRY 
Apprentices’ Prizegiving 

A DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES awarded by the 
Building Apprenticeship and Training Coun- 
cil to apprentices in the London region for 
work in 1953 was held at the County Hall, 
London, on February 24. The preseniation 
was made by Sir Frederick Leggett, KBE, 
CB, chairman of the Council, and the 
ceremony was presided over by Mr. P, 
McNamara, chairman of the London 
Regional Joint Apprenticeship Committee. 

In his address, SiR FREDERICK told of the 
immense amount of technical assistance 
being given by Britain to foreign countries 
in a lesser state of advancement. British 
builders supplied the knowledge, skilled 
workers and supervision, and the labour was 
trained and drawn from local sources, 
Great prospects lay ahead in regard to the 
work that could be done to improve 


- standards and conditions in the world, and 


in order to take part in this task it was 
necessary to have qualifications. Every 
member of a democracy such as Britain’s 
had a great respect for the skilled man in 
any industry, for he was the key man who 
had the special responsibility of ensuring 
that there was no damaging loss or 
inefficiency. 

It was good to note, said Sir Frederick, 
that there had been a steady increase in 
the numbers of registered apprentices in the 
building industry over the past few years. 
The Council tried to encourage such entrants 
by offering prizes and scholarships to uni- 
versities to those who could best make use 
of them. 

A vote of thanks to Sir Frederick was 
made by Mr. R. S. Williams, MIOB, presi- 
dent of the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, and seconded by Mr. A. G. Miles, 
MIOB, vice-chairman of _ the London 
Regional Joint Apprenticeship Committee. 


MINISTRY APPROVAL OF 
BUILDING SCHEMES 
“Unnecessary Details” Required 
A PROTEST against unnecessary detail 
required by Government departments before 
approving building schemes is being made 
by Bradford City Council. Its city architect 
reported that often such departments, and 
particularly the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, wanted information that 
would be fruitless if the scheme were dis- 

approved. 

One example was for an extension to 
Scholemoor crematorium, in which borrow- 
ing powers for £6,700 were sought, and 
details of the estimated cost were given. The 
Ministry had asked for more information, 
including the basis on which alierations were 
being planned, itemised estimate of cost in 
more detail, an explanation for a consider- 
able expenditure on the electrical installa- 
tion, and as to whethér the work would be 
done by contract or direct labour. 

To supply the information would need 
detailed plans and a bill of quantities that 
were not usually prepared until the scheme 
had been approved and it was certain that 
work could proceed. The Council’s archi- 
tectural committee has told the Town 
Clerk to protest to the Ministry against 
requiring so much detail before approving 
schemes in principle. 





Co. Durham Development Plan 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifica- 
tions the development plan for the County 
of Durham. 
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.CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest’or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand . 
Washed Sand . 
fin. Shingle 
3 in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze , 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site ‘ 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site = ae 
1 to 6 ton do. site .. 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. iad ton. 
White Portland Cement 
Under 1 ton 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards wa 
Super Cement (Waterproof), "32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(I-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 
Stourbridge siesta 6-ton foul at Railw ay y Depot, 
London E 


32s. 6d. per 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks ‘ 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2¢in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... de ee re ass 


Cellular Cie, ces 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose 
Sandfaced ... 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


do. 


2tin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) : aes ys 
3 in. do. (London Stations) .. 


2¢in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 
= “pees -made Multi Red Facings ‘(London 
ites 
== ee -made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
ites 
2j in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) , 
in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) . x 


I r Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


per yd. 


per ton 


” 
per cwt. 


per ton 


per 


1,000 
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2} in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 


(London Sites) 


Glazed Bricks (London sites), “White, » Ivory, Brown— 


Stretchers 

Headers ; 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats | 

Double Stretchers ... x 

Double Headers 

One side and two ends 

Two sides and one end 

Splays and Squints eas re a 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


per 1,000 13 18 


” 64 
” 63 
at 80 
” 771 
- 87 


Co 

a 
oesoococ]eco ‘ 
coocooeso o 


HoLLtow CLAY PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


Minimum 

2% lorry loads. 4 as 

in. 140 yds. +. per yd. sup. 
24 in. 140 yds. ta Bs 4 6 
2) ee 120 yds. ‘* 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. e 6 7 

Half revi at no extra charge. 

CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in 100 yds. = 3 6 
23 ey 530 eee coe 85 yds. ” 4.5 
ci au . 75 yds. a 4 10 
4in. ... 55 yds. sa 6 0 
CRANHAM 
2 in <a 6 5 
24 in ps 3 4 
3 in ‘~ $ 3 
40, 4. ala Pre aaa mi 10 2 
44 in. Load bearing quality aad a 2 
FLOOR BLOCKS 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry-loads ae wal : .. per1,000 3110 0 
4 in. do. a 34 13 0 
5 in. do. rh 39 7 0 
6 in. do. a 46 16 0 
7 in. do. a 54 1 0 
8 in. do. < 6115 0 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 2 tons 


under 2 tons 


under 2 tons 


Best Quality +674% +974% + 1073% 

B.S.S. Best do. + 10% +674% +10% +974% +10% ++ 1074% 

Tested Quality +-374%4-674%, +374%4974°7 +373%410 74% 

B.S.S. Tested do. +473%4+673% +474%+974% +4747 + 10747 
s. d. 

3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 12 in. es per 1,000 10 8 6 

4 in. ae aan and add pe 13 14 6 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. 
St. Aldheim Box Ground — 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 


. per it. cube 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 


Beer Stone. Delivered London area 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. R. 
Southern Region : es aes Fp 

Hopton-Wood Stone— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 

Zin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area aes 

I} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described ; 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 


9 in. 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 

,stooled cills ; a : . perft.cube 3 1 9 

2in. X 6in. do. do. = 2.4 °4 
12 in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated a 114 0 
12in. x 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping ~ 25 6 
14 in. X 6in. do. do. : a y we ee 
4s in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face . aS ss 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 6 6 


per 


. per ft. sup. 


6 10 
‘- 7 10 
2» an 
” 4a 43 
» 7 74 
ft. sup. 6 2 

8 6 
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STONE—continued 
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Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... perft.cube 1 2 6 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork soe ms A ape nae | ae 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front os \pertt;enbe 2 2° 0 
12 in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... re 116 9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes so» ©perft.sup. ‘a 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes peryd.sup. 2 11 9 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district = a Sie pen 28 18 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... : ‘io 41 18 6 
Hand-made Doubie Roman Bridgwater district a 56 17 6 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... aes AZ. 15 «6 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district ... ae 23 570 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ene ees L386 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. joe i 1G: 3 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 : ain HE 618 6 
do. Interlocking (498) — ; ie 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ Tesponsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
7) Se as ses a ae sia aie 100 16 9 
Pee. esc = sce ons 5s is Sis 86 6 6 
rhe ge | sts nae ‘bs ae a om 78 0 6 
POOR? sie a Eos 3 sti So 1338S 
2. 10)... a Sint ee viet ay ae 68 10 9 
1s XID)... che ints ar ie =F ese 50 17 0O 
ee a ee _ me de Ee sini 43 15 0 
1 x10 4s ses - ses _ = - 42 18 3 
16x 8 so-4s 3 
Note. ila in ‘transit, ‘purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality... — ... Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality do = £90 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. “% £106 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. bo do. perft.cube 1 5 0 
do. Honduras do. aa do. “ 245 @ 
Oak European do. — do. sy 1 t7 6 
do. Japanese do. do. me 2 100 26 
do. English Logs sawn do. “2 rs © 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ae K ee | ee 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. BS se es 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. oa ie each 1.12 0 
2 ft. 3 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ols Ke ac xa 23. 0 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ei oi aie a Ld4 0 
2ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. nee ae Bee a 1 6 6 
2 in. do. but top panel —_ Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. < wei as en 29 0 
2 ft.9in. x 6 ft. cin ae ee a —- Zan °6 
2 in. Panel, -top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ses We ae 5s 2-3 
21t. 9 in. XO 16. 6 tn. her aa bia os 2. 3 6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area cael 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) ... ae per yd. 5 8 
1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) os + 7 4 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) eee ss 8 114 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) es ve 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) *s 11 53 
Quantities under 1 ton add id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 
4in Hardboard do. Pos oy his se oe 7 a 
fs in. do. do soe rey e 3 246 
¥s in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ..». per yd. sup 3. 9 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply ae ee oa 7 1 
do. 2-ply os Bee abs ngs as : 5 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs" ce coe .». per $ cwt. > 0.8 
do. pearl eis sae ee - 5 3..0 
Croid Glue Se Se a 28 Ib. 2.3 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1- ton lots) ae ... per ton 54.65 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) | aa ae 50 15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) : nes «.. «per cwt. 245 9 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) one 3 ZAe 3 
METALS STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X 5in., 8 in. X S5in., 8 in. X 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
Zi; X 6 in. on cut to pee delivered London 
area oe sat ... per ton 37 10 0 
Extra for sizes 
3in. X 1} in. aoe = 310 O 
Sn, x Sas 4 in. x 3 in., 5 in. x 2h in. Bak ui 15 0 
4in. X 1} in. : : ae a 3 0-0 
4} in. x 1} in., 24 in. Thi in. ‘ve ae 3 2 5 ® 
Sin. < 3 m., 22m. > 7 in. pe ae ee = 1 0 0 
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. £ sie 

6in. X 3 in. sea =e son es “ss -. perton 110 9 
Sin. < 7in. ae Mee ee oes se seee ee $5 
10in. x 44 in., 12 in. x Sin. : ne oes 15 9 
Sin. < 44 in., 6in. X 4} in., Ti in. X 3} in., 

7in. X 4in., 8 in. x 4 in. ue 9in. < 4in., 

10m. < Sth., 10 in. x 8 in., 12in. x 8in., 

iin. >< 54, 14 in. < 54:in., 14 in. x 6in., 10 9 
14in. x 8in., 1Sin. x Sin., ISin. x 6in., 

16in. x 6in., 16in. X 8 in., 18 in. x 6in., 

iS. < 71n., 18 in. x 8 in., 20 in. x 6}in., 
20 in. X 7} in. sae ae nae oe ae ae 
Steel angles average price os aah a baa as 38 i5 0 
Steel tees average price ie ad ‘nie - 39 15 9 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

.S. Joists cut and fitted ive we se a 35 32, 26 
Compound girders ive ae “ ves Res SS os Te 
Stanchions = sae ase a roe Re Gz 76 
Compound stanchions ah ie Rese bas 65 7 6 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins wai ee es i ae 

Average prices not for awkward work. 

Mild Steel "Ferro- Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock § in. diam., and cae : A 39 $49 
tin. diam. os ; a as aes "per ton extra > i246 
fs in. do. ... oe we nos ae ane = 2. It 6 
#in. do. ... ae ae ae ees he a 2 2 
oe ees : e a I 7a 


‘Muip iia — 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
Galvanised Tube— | W.1I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
34° 


Class A — 


Class B + 3405 Light + 203% Malleable List — 394°/ 35% 


Class C + 213°? Heavy + 283% 
Black— 
ClassA — 23% 


Clas B — 13% Light + 9% Malleable List — 394% 
ClasC — 3% Heavy + 164% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. OLE S Fee sek nO een ee BOE 2/9 /10 
34 in. Bis ee ss Sve sie =~ BLAE 3/- /10 
4in. ms nee wee see . 4/4 3/4 1/2 
4} in. wee ts Seis wists ae “AED 3/8 1/5 
5 in. Ren vas oe . ut 5/4 4/1 1/7 
Cc: L O. is; ne: 
3 in. ye OEE A 3/7 /lt 
34 in. ne iy nen an oes ahs 3/7 1/2 
4in. ae ate: 3/8 1/6 
4h in. a rae ses eee oe 5/4 4/4 1/8 
5 in. Bie sais ae BAA se 5/94 4/11 1/11 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. stan Pipe Bends Branches 
2 in. ” eels Bes ... 6/4 3/4 4/9 
24 in 6/7 3/8 6/7 
3 in 7/5 4/8 7/1 
34 in 8/44 5/7 8/5 
4in 9/84 6/9 9/11 
LCC. Conan Soi. Pires 

2 in. 54 5/9 f= 
23 in. 7/104 6/4 8/8 
3 in. 8/10 7/- 10/5 
34 in. 9/11 8/8 12/1 
4 in. 11/34 9/9 14/3 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 73° and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoATED DRAIN PIPES 


n 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 
4 in. eae ae oo ORE 20/1 13/10 
6 in. Ae. 5G See eo: wy 29/10 28/10 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 123 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 2 in. 3 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes.. ; -» Gach 2/5 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches... as 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse ,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 
Swan Necks 4$ in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 
do. 6in. do. ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 
Drop ends ... «- Gach 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends ... see, Wey /10 tt 1/- 
Angles pai See, wg eH aN 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles ne iin 5 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ate ee ifs 1/8 2/1 
AsBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per ae 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 
Drop ends ... «» @ach 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Stopends ... ia /9 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles is een ies 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 
Nozzles ae Fees 2/1 25 2/8 2/11 
Union Clips oe 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 


Branches 
24/5 
49/11 
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METALS—Continued 


Per ton basis 


in London 

£ s. ¢. 

Jron—Staffordshire Crown seniaaanes samameed 39 10 O 
Mild Steel Bars . 3f 35 0 


Mild Steel Hoops tei ‘ite aah oes Sas «- 38 10 O 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Ss. 
Soft sheets C.R. and e A.— 
2 gauge... te aes sae aus « 4519 6 
24 gauge nee as Poe By ees ae awa Ff 46 
26 gauge ae ore 49 4 6 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft— 
2M gauge ... ote rae wat <5 40 
24 gauge Pee ee ae eee aa eas ore 55 4 @ 
26 gauge = a sais ea re wag oPe 57 19 O 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge zo eas ae ae aes aaa am aoe -O 
24 gauge fae Qh aes sus nae sus ne 56 4 0 
26 gauge «s, JOSe @ 


Metal Windows.—Standard Met al Windows, "B.S. 940. Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WoRK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
O.H. 


All per doz. gin. fin. lin. 1}in. 14in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron. F 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 90/- 129/- 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions for lead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- 
Double nut boiler screws... 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/-  76/- 
Heavy Croydon ballvalves  .... 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron ae : 15/9 19/—- 31/6 SS/- 67/9 132/- 
tin. 1}in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 


Caps and screws Sa Slate ERE 33/- 48/- 75/- 96/- 125/- 
Brass sleeves... aes eee 25/- 25/- 45/- 60/- 61/- 
1} x 6lb. 14 x 61b. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7 |b. 
Lead P. trap with brass nite 
screws : 57/- 71/- 113/- 193/- 
Lead S. trap do. are .. 68/- 85/- 139/- 249/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ aes she ae on « perlb. 3 O 
cone sie si eae eae ee po se Ss 3 7 
Blow p 3 9 
Copper thes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 274d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Maximum quantities, 3 cwt 
Extra 
d. d. 
sin. X 19 gauge es vce, ES Total per lb bs 
jin. X19 ,, res 0) re) oe 
Pim xis ,, eis | ae = <a 361 
bax 18, ae ees 84 ‘a i 353 
Itin. X 18 ,, ee a 8h aa a 353 
2 in. X 17 93 ms ms 374 
Rolled Copper ’sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic wae ££ & 


perton 292 10 0 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras 
percwt. 613 0O 


Sheet Zinc, hod gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards , 


do. 2gauge do. og 611 0 
Brass tubes b: asic _ plus gz asi and manufactur- 
ing extras . per Ib. 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ ad, 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and upwards perton 121 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils : aaa + 122 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 93 in. to 4 in. ‘dia. see sé 124 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. ne wea - 126 0 O 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe. aaa mS 124 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. 
Sewt. and under 1 ton Ss ses per cwt. 2 0 
Jewt. do. 5 cwt. ies wan acs ae ‘a 4 0 
l cwt. do. 3 cwt. es was pe 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £76 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 1s 3 
do. White do. do. dis +s 711 O 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ne e T 6 3 
do. Fine do do. aes me tema 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads aes wea de 7 6 5 0 
Hydrated Lime do. a pane ree ee oa 59 0 
Lump Lime do. sas pe 418 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... Pa 10 0 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in l-ton loads... Z 915 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads . - ws Zz @ 3 
Hair . percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. Rag 
Cypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., 3 in. thick, 600 ina and over in one iaaaaankd 
Delivered site : os 2 6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £a..¢ 
Ceiling Distemper per cwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper a $2 © 
Gloss Paint per gal. 23 @ 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘ewt. drums) . per cwt. 3 11 O 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND yin 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 8 0 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 1 gal. tins per gal. 218 O 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg per cwt. 6 1 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg BEDE 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per ‘tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ; «.. per gal. 12 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) de eae tee os 13 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra aaa a 5 6; 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. aa ea 49 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... aa e 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) aad a ve os 2 '@ 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. ee ae aa .-» per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper ... : aie “da «+. per piece t 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ae ... per gal 110 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. re aa a3 roe ne 113 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside wk aaa as ‘ Iss ¢ 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ‘ae re aa = i Be 
.Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... aes aa aa =“ 2 0 6 
Finest Carriage Varnish Tr a aaa dea aa 28 0 
Front Door Varnish ... saa pe “ee rer aa 115 6 
Japan Gold Size aa ae ees ace Sed Ba 5.-846 
Black Japan ... eas aes ae aa waa a 5. 376 
Brunswick Black aes aa ies xe eas fe 100 
Berlin Black... sss — xe me aa ‘“ 1 5 0 
Terebene Pe gi was “a | oe a 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... aaa a4: wea = 2 6.@ 
French and Brush Polish (do.) sac 4x8 waa oa 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
a. ‘¢ 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 54 
240z.  ,, 99 = S ”» 9 7 
26 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ” 9 
32 oz. % 9» 2 (9 1 0 
4 in. Rolled Plate , sae ea ead a4 9 
fein. and } in. Rough Cast er 1 0 
$ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard d patterns : 
White ; ae 9 
do. Standard Tints ... nee 1 44 
do. Special Tints ve ae “a 2 Ee y ee 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating fae aed ads a Roe 
1 in. Wired Cast . | iy. 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 5? x 52 X 3} in. 2 § 
P.B.3 ? x 72 x 34 in. 4-2 
P.B. 32 7? X 7} x 3} in. 4 2 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up with— 
P.B.2 ais oe ee “aa S35 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 ‘ 6 9 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “Quality— “ ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. : Sy 
9 ” 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
yer es os a 45 ft. sup. 3. J 
ae ee N 100 ft. sup. aed aa 5 6 
4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one es or 135 in. 
both ways : . aes aaa “a 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto” as aa Par M3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. | 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum. Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. a 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. aaa aaa aaa ae 3,000 a 
TOE: x5 2 Pye aad pee das 2,000 52 
26-02. 5 ae) sexs ues aaa “i cas 2,000 7t 
Be 07 ee ; sad aaa aaa 2,000 93 
4+ in. Rolled Plate. 1,000 74 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White Ae 1,000 7k 
4 in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ... aes 1,000 104 
fsin. and } in. Rolled Plate or ae Cast 4. 2,000 10% 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... ous 2,000 1 OF 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast fe was 2,000 1 0% 
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. tl 
AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.} alg 
a wor KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. . Town. Grade Coomb 
Aberdare ....... = Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 eto wa NB 0 oa A h 
oe hrewsbury M.B. ... A The 
—— -h. Craftsmen ... ees, tes Oa YT 3/63 3/6 Sittingbourne... wwsAD Sir Hi 
Accrington . Labourers... ... .. - 3/2 3/1} 3/1 3/04 cu Al responc 
iia fc rc ‘ Town. ier - Town. Grade. Town. ro U.D. . vA the He 
pret: MUMBA sccavicsecocnsssonsesves RRIOWS Ss sccissecsosenssee Al PORCOM seeocenconaccisacesseest precast " 
ee 0 Burnham-on-Crouch . Filey U.D. . one RIESE cccunscse see = Smethwick C.B. ..... “tA toast © 
Alnwick ; A aie RES Fleetwood ee * Lyneham (Devon) Snettisham_ ...... AQ BRACKE 
Matacic” ar Burton-on-Trent C.B. ...... rere ook Macclesfield We Somerset, County of ....."fa) conduct 
Ache. Ai BRIS, ssesssucesesvscscannce ch. Folkestone .A2 Maidenhead .................-Al Southampton. ...... ’ A 2 
Ataeraicin ‘Al Bury St. Edmunds . Al Frinton ... Al Maidstone ..... ony Seuthend-on-Sea Dis of rece! 
Aanantord ra Beaton powebeaevossee ey x Frome Al Maltby ...... my area as CB a more 
Andover .... .A2 i Al Gainsborough U.D. hk Maldon (Essex) . Al Spalding U deve Instituti 
— - si ..A2 Calder Valley ....cscsececsssess A Gateshead ........... uA Malvern U.D... Al Stafford M.B....... in 
ee . ..A2 Cambridge ...... ae Gillingham (Kent). Al Manchester .... A Staines oa hia 
ECE EES. | A2 Cannock U.D. EE A Manningtree ..... Al Stamford MB... ments, 
pe alae la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury ¥ Oe Oe A Mansfield M.B. i Stantonwick ie } 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A Oe EE UE RIA A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 Stevenage SIR 
Ashford (Kent)........ .A2 Cardiganshire, County of ar MAOGRINIG ..2..<i.tssccscasss A2 Stockport i extolled 
Ashford (Middlesex). Se | Renee Goole M.B.. WA Stockton R.D. to his | 
Ashington ........... A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of +A2 Gosport me Stockton-on- Tees. ituti 
SS Ser eae ae Pamercesiine, Cnty. of ¢A3 Grantham M.B.. or . Stoke-on-Trent C.B a Institut! 
Ashton-under-Lyne A ASRIINONG ccs5ssissescccaxsasecce: A Gravesend ....... A . Stoke Orchard " surveyo 
Aspatria and Brayton......A2 Castleford A Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable .. . Stourbridge M.B. ... : ra 
Atherstone R.D. (partsof) A Caterham ............ A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton ~saesananied aK... Stourport’ U Dp... and Co 
eee: A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 PERE 9 ccccseers. coos wih Stowmarket ..... ing the 
Aylesby (Yorks) .. agi Charmy Down ...... A Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough hk Stratford-on-Avon litigatio 
Aylesham ....... .A2 Chatham & District . Al Guilsborough..... Al Middleton ....... A Sunderland Distsxict ue . 
Bagshot ...... a Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. A Guiseley ....... A Middlewich ....... are Sunningdale .. ‘Al Govern: 
Bakewell U.D A2 pa mara Sobuen aks - Eiolenowen M.B.. A ve _ ae Sutton Coldfield M.B. é A ings for 
PRD iss cdvexepave nics Ae ” tees alifax A orecambe .... . Swaffham ey 
Barnard Castle U.D eX Chepstow Al Halstead. <A2 Morley ... A Swanage ..... + More 
Barnoldswick U.D. ‘Al oe aaa . Haresfield ‘ Al Mundesley . --A2 Swansea a very gre 
are oA ferret So aesncsosess arlow * ease N ich .. indon ....... r 
Bartow-io-Furness eas scones A Chesterfield M.B.. A Harpenden ., 3 Le ag eeanesaaeaes ee ats (39 > Sere ‘ both to 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chesterfield R.D.. A Harrogate ok Newark-on-Trent R.D.......Al Tamworth M.B y try. As 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ......A Hartlepool ma INEWDOIN: i. oisciieoscede a2 Tenterden ...... f mo: 
OR PRIOR EO A RAUCCRED oi sevessnascssea cared Harwich ..... ie aoa Newcastle-on-Tyne <a Tewkesbury... Aa " . 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere . A2 Newcastle- under-Lyme_ A season Aiompaaa organisa 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)...... A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _...... we New Forest District .. AL | or a ga y today, 4 
OS SE Al Cc co A2 Hatfield (Herts.) . ee Newmarket ae Thorpe Bay .. as al ; 
Bath ........ Se A ereaal <horley ‘A | Haywards Heath . .-A2 Newport, Mon. .. --A | Thurrock U.D.C. Area” = 
Batley A Clacton .... Al Hemel Hempstead .. A Newport Pagnell .A2 North ° ae great pr 
vo aa pean “AL | Cleethorpes ... .:A | Henley-on-Thames .A2 | Newton Abbot ...... Aiwéte layed | 
Beaconsfield & District......Al Clevedon Al SE CO Ea eee A2 Northallerton Dist. .........A vommabton Pipueemibany : ines 
Beamish ey Cleveleys ... A Herefordshire, Cnty, of... $A2 Northampton C.B..... me Tonbridge .. - all the 
Bearl . “a | Clitheroe ..... “A | Herne Bay vcvsscsesssseececee A2 | North Shields ae cc alll - d inte 
Bearpark ‘A Coalville U.D. A Hertford ...... Pen Norton Radstock ... Al To ae rr dy 
Beccles .... GAD Cobham (Surrey).. A Hexham U:D : Norwich a ays oe Al this cou 
Bedale R.D ae’ Colchester ..... A Heysham ........ oe Nottingham C.B. mes tog l a but the 
Bedford ..... gat Colne ......... A High Wycombe . ” Nuneaton M.B................ A Tyn ais CB ; Be t 
Bedlington hey Colwyn Bay . Al Highworth ....... ..A2 Oakham U.D A2 a <a payne 
ee ES A Congleton .... Al Hinckley U.D. rs "nll at auppamsetaies Uppingham (Salop) .........Al a count 
ascend & Stapietord UD, A Consett ...... aa Hitchin AM seeeee oA Uttoxeter U.D. ...........00.. A2 diff 
Oa Al | Hoddesdon ... i: Ongar A onan 
SU eee A = 5 Hoddesdon Ormskirk ry NUAMMEGUE: | csciacsacaecéssecten 
~<a Cornwall, County of. tA2 Horley in “A2 pie ad Higgt; coene ae nes Wallsend B. awe man anc 
00 + len ei Coventry C.B. .......... A | Horsham em oa A | Walsall C.B. EARL 
Berrington ....... Al Cranbrook ..... -A2 Horwich ...... von ota Sane as. SAT Lo ee : 
Berwick District... A Cranleigh | .......... -A2 Huddersfield coo <i gtaeice ies: Walton-on-Naze General 
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RICS ANNUAL DINNER 
Integrity of Profession Praised 





HE annual dinner of the Royal Institu- 
: tion of Chartered Surveyors was held 
on Tuesday night at Grosvenor House, Lon- 
don, W1, with the president, Mr. G. Arnold 
Coombe, MC, in the chair. 

The toast list was rearranged to enable 
Sir Hartley Shawcross, QC, MP, who 
responded for the guests, to return early to 
the House of Commons. Proposing the 
toast of the 300 guests present, Mr. W. R. 
BRACKETT, OBE, TD, vice-president, RICS, 
conducted, in humorous vein, a brief review 
of recent and impending legislation, but on 
a more serious note affirmed that the Royal 
Institution always made a point of avoiding 
carping criticism of Government Depart- 
ments, and always tried to be helpful. 

Sir HARTLEY SHAWCROSS, in his response, 
extolled the virtues of the RICS, and referred 
to his happy and long association with the 
Institution, “ picking up the crumbs ” that the 
surveyors let drop. He described the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, as provid- 
ing the opportunity for “a great deal of clean 
litigation,” and now it appeared that the new 
Government was going to duplicate the open- 
ings for that kind of opportunity! 


More seriously, Sir Hartley referred to that 
very great service rendered by the Institution, 
both to his own profession and to the coun- 
try. Assembled tonight were representatives 
of most of the important professional 
organisations that existed in the country 
today, and representatives of all the profes- 
sions particularly associated with their own 
great profession. They, the Surveyors, had 
played their part.in raising the standard of 
all the professions to a degree of rectitude 
and integrity that had contributed to making 
this country what it was—not the richest, 
but the most stable, least corrupt and the 
most responsible country in the world today; 
a country in which, in spite of political 
differences, there was no bitterness between 
man and man. 

EARL DE LA Warr, PC, the Postmaster- 
General, who proposed the toast of the 
Royal Institution, devoted much of his time 
to the agricultural aspects of the profession. 
Speaking more generally, he said that every 
party in the State felt that they could come 
to the Institution and receive completely 
unbiassed advice on any relevant question. 
This was something typical of the life of 
this country, and something that, he believed, 
ran right through the professions in Britain 
as in no other country. 

THE PRESIDENT, responding, referred to 
the vast diversity of interests of the Royal 
Institution, and its “eight varieties” of sur- 
veyors, which was a large enough number 
although they could not compete here with 
Mr. Heinz! All these corporate skills had 
been, for a long time, at the command of 
the Government, whatever its political com- 
plexion, and of the great Departments of 
State. In this connection, he thought that 
the services of the Institution might also be 
of great value to local authorities and the 
nationalised industries, and that if they 
sought the Institution’s advice in some of the 
schemes now before them these, he thought, 
might “ assume a more practical aspect.” 


Mr. Coombe concluded his remarks by 
Pointing to the great opportunities await- 
ing surveyors in the Commonwealth coun- 
tries, and said that he would like to see 
Students of the RICS so renowned that they 
would be in demand and spread throughout 
the whole Commonwealth; this was some- 
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thing that might not happen for ten, 20 or 
50 years, but he would like to see the Insti- 
tution work to that end. 

Among those present were : — 


The Bishop of Southwark; Mr. Justice Slade; Alder- 
man Charles P. Russell; Lord Courthope; Sir Malcolm 
Trustram Eve; Sir James Grigg; W. F. Gardner: 
James Blakey; Colonel W. R. Prescott; Major N. E. 
Webster; J. F. Fleming-Bernard; Mr. R. J. Charlton: 
Myles V. H. Francis; Granville Morris; Harold 
Williams; Professor Sir William Holford. 


Mrs. Douglas Bolton; Sir Howard Roberts; Sir 
Clifford Radcliffe; Sir Edward Bridges; Sir Albert 
Napier; Sir Alan Hitchman; Sir Austin Strutt; W. G. 
Agnew; C. G. Eastwood. 


A. R._ Astley Westen; Sir William Fitzgerald: 
General Sir Brian Robertson; Lieut.-General Sir Ian 
Jacob; Sir Hubert Houldsworth; General Sir Darili 
Watson; Sir Eric Coates; Sir Robert Fraser; Sir 
Wyndham Hirst; F. Nevill Matthews. 


WATER FOR BUILDING 
A Mid-Sussex Case 


AT Tuesday’s meeting of the Cuckfield 
sa RDC’s Water Works Committee, the 
engineer reported receipt of a letter from 
Messrs. James Longley and Co., Ltd., 
builders, of Crawley, in connection with the 
furnishing of a water supply for the build- 
ing of the Three Bridges primary school in 
Gales-drive. The building is of prefabri- 
cated light steel and dry-wall construction, 
and the company applied for a supply of 
water by meter. The estimated cost of the 
building is £68,000, made up of prefabrica- 
ted components £22,000, building construc: 
tion £46,000. 


The general purposes committee recom- 
mended that the company be charged at the 
Council’s normal rate for supply to 
industrial premises and that the contract 
amount be deemed to be £46,000, viz. cost 
of actual building constructional operations. 


An amendment, proposed by Mr. A. B. 
HaworTH-Bootu, that the company’s request 
to be permitted to have water on meter be 
acceded to (the metering installation to be 
installed at the users’ expense) was ruled out 
under Standing Orders, and Mr. Haworth- 
Booth then proposed that the recommenda- 
tion be referred back for further con- 
sideration. He made the point that the water 
committee would be charging £120 for water 
for this school of which the proper value was 
probably £80; under these circumstances 
there was no incentive to the contractors to 
economise in the use of water. The refer- 
ence back was seconded by Cor. CAPELL 
(who advocated that by metering the water 
the actual amount used would be ascertain- 
able) and was carried by a substantial 
majority. 


HOUSE AT MAIDSTONE 
Successful Appeal to Ministry 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT has allowed the appeal by Mr. 
David L. Bain, against the refusal of the 
Maidstone Borough Council of planning 
permission for a house, designed by Mr. 
Clifford Worthington, FRIBA, to be built 
at Conway-road, Maidstone. At a local 
inquiry conducted by Mr. J. D. Hossock, 
last December, Mr. Worthington accused 
the council of trying to impose a dictatorship 
of taste in house-design. He cited the case 
of another modern design by a local archi- 
tect, Mr. John Poltock, ARIBA, which was 
turned down by the council, but allowed by 
the Minister on appeal. 


The borough surveyor, Mr. Sidney Dixon, 
denied that the town was against modern 
architecture, and said planning permission 
had been refused only because the proposed 
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house would not be in harmony with exist- 
ing development. 


In a letter to Mr. Worthington, the 
Ministry says: “The Minister has con- 
sidered the facts and representations made. 
Although the design of the proposed house 
is in contrast with existing development in 
the road, the Minister does not consider it 
is such as would justify him in refusing per- 
mission in this case. He has accordingly 
decided to allow the appeal and hereby 
grants permission for the erection of the 
dwelling.” i 





Maidstone Borough Council have 
appointed Mr. Worthington as architect for 
the renovation of the town’s Corn Exchange. 
The scheme includes the provision of a small 
theatre. 


LCC 
Expenditure for 1954-55 


AT its budget meeting on Tuesday 
i (March 2), the LCC considered the 
report of the finance committee on the 
annual estimates of capital and maintenance 
expenditure for 1954-55. The estimates for 
each of the council’s committees will be 
considered separately and in detail at four 
meetings of the council later in the year; 
but at this budget meeting the council were 
asked to approve, as a whole, capital esti- 
mates for the purposes of the council’s 
annual money bill and maintenance esti- 
mates for the purposes of fixing the county 
rate for the coming financial year. 


Capital estimates of expenditure for 1954- 
55 total £35,831,300, compared with 
£33,940,800 for 1953-54, an increase of 
£1,890,500. Of the total, nearly £22,500,000 
(£m. more than in 1953-54) is for housing, 
including £20,000,000 for building works on 
sites already acquired; and £6,000,000 is for 
new schools and other school constructional 
work (an increase of £3m. on 1953-54). 


Maintenance of Buildings 


Proposals for the transfer between various 
departments of responsibility for building 
maintenance work have been made by the 
general purposes committee of London 
County Council. They are as follows :— 


That, from a date to be arranged, (a) the 
present responsibilities of the council’s 
Architect for the installation and maintenance 
of heating, ventilating and hot-water supply 
apparatus shall be transferred to the Chief 
Engineer, provided that as regards new 
works and improvements involving such 
installations the Chief Engineer shall act 
as consultant to the Architect; (b) the elec- 
trical and mechanical engineering staff in the 
Architect’s department engaged in the work 
of examining installations at theatres, 
cinemas, etc., shall be transferred to the 
Chief Engineer’s department and the Chief 
Engineer shall be responsible for allocating 
such staff to the Architect to do the work 
under the latter’s direction. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. B. A. WittiramMs, OBE, chairman of Williams 
& Williams, Ltd., Reliance Works, Chester, left 
London Airport on February 15 for Australia. Mr. 
Williams will visit Sydney, Adelaide and Perth; he 
will then leave via the Cocos Isles and Mauritius for 
South Africa, where he will visit subsidiaries. 

The British Refrigeration Association, 1, Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, WC2, has announced that its director and 
secretary, Mr. E. G. Batt, is retiring on March 31. 
He has held this position for the past seven years, 
prior to which he was independent chairman of the 
Association. At a meeting of the Association’s Council 
on January 14, Mr. R. H. HEMMINGS was reappointed 
chairman for the year 1954. Hemmings is a 
director of York Shipley, Ltd. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pakistan Branch 

The Faculty of Architects and Surveyors 
and the Faculty of Surveyors of England 
have announced the formation. of a Pakistan 
branch in Karachi. The inaugural meeting 
was held on January 10, at which Mr. S. 
Abdul-Aziez was elected as chairman. 


Quarry Tests 

Preliminary tests to see if shale from 
Llwyngwern quarry in Montgomeryshire: 
could be made into suitable bricks and tiles 
have been successful. A large-scale test is 
to be held soon. The first tests showed that 
a first-class article could be made from a 
dry press method. 


Plant Maintenance 


A conference on “ Work Study and Plan- 
ning Applied to Plant Maintenance” is to 
be held by the Society of Industrial Engineers 
at Roffey Park, Horsham. The opening 
address will be given by a member of the 
Anglo-American Productivity Team on Plant 
Maintenance, and industrial concerns are 
invited to send management and work study 
representatives to the course. Details are 
obtainable from the Society’s Honorary 
Education Officer, 28, Victoria-street, SW1. 


Timber Preservation 


A brains trust on timber preservation is to 
be held on March 24 in the Henry Jarvis 
Memorial Hall, RIBA, 66 Portland-place, 
WI, and the chair will be taken by Mr. C. S. 
White, FRIBA, vice-president of the British 
Wood Preserving Association. Admission is 
free by tickets, which can be obtained from 
the Association at 6 Southampton-place, 
WCl1. The 1954 convention of the Asso- 
ciation will be held at Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, from June 22 to 25. 


Industrial Art Bursaries 


The successful candidates have been 
named in the 1953 Industrial Art Bursaries 
Competition of the Royal Society of Arts, 
John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 232 
candidates entered from 60 schools and 
industrial establishments, and a_ record 
number of bursaries was awarded, amount- 
ing in value to £2,400, which compares with 
£2,225 in 1952 and brings the total sum 
awarded in these competitions since 1946 to 
£11,740. In addition to their bursaries, nine 
winners will also be eligible for associate 
membership of the Society, 


Brick Production 


An objection to zoning proposals outside 
the central area of Birmingham was raised 
by Bayliss Brickworks, Ltd., at the inquiry 
into the city’s development plan continued 
on February 9 before Mr. J. D. Hossack, In- 
spector of the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government. The objection related to the 
allocation for allotments of about 19 acres 
of land at Hay Mills which the firm con- 
sidered valuable for the manufacture of 
bricks. It was stated for the company that 
the life of the present workings was less than 
four years, but with the allotment site, which 
adjoined the brickworks, there would be 
enough clay to be worked for 80 years. Mr. 
N. Wigley, secretary of the Midland Federa- 
tion of Brick and Tile Manufacturers, said 
that in view of the serious shortage nationally 
of brick-producing capacity, it was of vital 
importance to make extensions to such exist- 
ing works where the clay deposits would 
justify the capital expenditure. 
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Housing at Hull 

Hull Corporation is to build 1,308 houses 
during the next financial year, a figure 
387 greater than it is estimated will be com- 
pleted during the current year. The number 
of houses completed during the current year 
will probably total 971, which is 137 fewer 
than the estimated figure. 


Monopolies Commission 

Three further part-time members have 
been appointed to the Monopolies and 
Restrictive Practices Commission. They are: 
Mr. James Archdale; Mr. Brian Davidson; 
and Mr. C. E. Wrangham, CBE. The 
appointments are for a term of three years, 
and the Commission’s total membership is 
now 16. 
Association’s Officers 

The Southampton and District Associa- 
tion of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of 
Works, at their annual general meeting, 
elected the following officers: Mr. S. A. 
Cooke, president; Mr. W. G. J. Hill, vice- 
president, editor and publicity officer; Mr. 
W. J. Bishop, hon. secretary; Mr. R. L. 
Stubbs, hon. treasurer and social secretary. 


German Industries 

The German Industries Fair at Hanover is 
to be held this year from April 25 to May 4. 
The exhibits will include hand tools, wood- 
working machinery, conveyors, electric trucks, 
hand and precision tools, abrasives, and 
polishing materials. Details can be obtained 
from the agents in the UK, Schenkers, Ltd., 
27 Chancery-lane, WC2. 


Cathedral Tower 

Liverpool Cathedral building fund is to 
receive a further £35,000 gift towards the con- 
struction of the central tower. It has been 
made by Lord Vestey and his cousin, Mr. 
Ronald Vestey. In 1934 the late Lord Vestey 
and his brother, Sir Edmund, decided to build 
the central tower in memory of their parents. 
It was estimated that the work would cost 
£226,450. Rising prices increased the cost 
and a further gift of £40,000 was made in 
1943. 
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Prompt action is essential when dealing with 
these increasingly dangerous timber pests, 
RENTOKIL TIMBER FLUIDS exterminate wood- 
borers and prevent re-infestation. For specialist 
advice or identification of specimens, call 
or ‘phone Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre 
(20), 23, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 
Telephone: LANgham 5455/6. 


RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY 
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Late Mr. Hogg 


The death occurred on February 12 of Mr. 
C. H. V. Hogg, founder of the Cheltenham 
Shopfitting Co., Ltd., Cheltenham. 


Swimming-bath 

Proposals for a covered swimming-bath 
costing £200,000 have been examined by a 
committee of Dagenham (Essex) Corpora- 
tion, which has reeommended that the Coun. 
cil should indicate its approval in principle 
to the scheme so that preliminary moves 
should not be delayed. 


Tribunal Appointments 


The Home Secretary has nominated Mr, 
Philip Fores, barrister-at-law, as president 
of the Tribunal of Appeal established under 
the London Building Acts, 1930 to 1939, 
which prescribe requirements to be observed 
in relation to the construction of buildings 
in the administrative county of London, 
The Minister has nominated Mr. Nils Henry 
Moller as deputy. : 


Belfast Housing Report 


The report by Mr. T. A. Bradley McCall, 
QC, chairman of the public inquiry into 
allegations of corruption in the allocation of 
Belfast corporation houses, which he pre- 
sented recently to the Minister of Health 
and Local Government, Dame Dehra Parker, 
is to be published. It will be the second 
week of March before the report will be 
available at Government stationery offices, 


Litter in the Royal Parks 


The Committee on Litter in the Royal 
Parks held their first meeting on February 
24 and reviewed their problem generally, 
The Committee would be glad to receive 
ideas and suggestions from persons and 
organisations interested in the litter problem 
as it affects the Central Royal Parks in 
London. All correspondence should be 
addressed to the Secretary, Committee on 
Litter in the Royal Parks, Ministry of Works, 
Lambeth Bridge House, London, SE1. 


Irish Building Grants 


The Northern Ireland Minister of Com- 
merce has announced that the Government 
has decided to introduce a Bill to enable 
the Ministry, for a limited period, to make 
grants generally towards capital expenditure 
by industry in Northern Ireland on the pur- 
chase of plant and machinery and on the 
construction of new buildings. It would be 
the Government’s intention to make annual 
—— covering a period of three years in 
all. 


Association’s Meeting 


At a recent meeting of the council of 
the English Joinery Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion (Incorporated), 40, Piccadilly, W1, with 
the president, Mr. W. E. Adams, JP, in the 
chair, a report was submitted on the work 
of the Modular Society. Certain amend- 
ments to BS specifications which had been 
put forward by the Association were reported 
as having been adopted, and the proposed 
revisions of certain other BS specifications 
were discussed. A report was also sub- 
mitted with regard to the present trend of 
trade, and a programme of development 
work to be carried out by the Association 
was agreed. Among other matters considered 
were the conditions of sale for joinery, the 
quality of softwood timber, and the effect 
in cost of the recent wages increase. It was 
stated that the printed specification for 
EJMA standard wood casement windows 
would soon be issued. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


* Australia——The Hydro Electric Com- 
mission, Tasmania, are calling for tenders for 
he design, construction and maintenance for 
, period of 12 months of a reinforced and 
prestressed concrete pipeline for the 
Wayatinah “ B” Power development scheme. 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders 
js March 29 next. Inquiries by telephone 
should be made to the Board of Trade, 
Export Services Branch, Tel.: Chancery 
4411, Ext. 738 or 771. 


Australia-—C. S. R. Chemicals Pty., Ltd., 
plan to build a new £Ajm. factory at 
Rhode, near Sydney, which will manufacture 
a new plastic moulding powder. This is 
part of a £A4}m. scheme to make new 
chemical goods in Australia. 

A school building programme, estimated 
to cost nearly £Al4m. in 1954, has been 
announced by the South Australian Minister 
of Education, Mr. Pattinson. Schools being 
erected this financial year comprise two 


| infants’ schools, five primary schools, one 


area school, and two high schools. In addi- 
tion, £A300,000 will be spent on providing 
180 extra classrooms in established schools. 
Messrs. Gaskin Bros. (S.A.) Pty., Ltd., of 
Adelaide, have signed a contract for 
£429,869 for the construction of a two- 
storeyed brick telecommunications building 
for the PMG Department, Balaklava. The 
building should be completed early in 1955. 
Work will begin shortly on a modern 
Adelaide crematorium the design of which 
has been approved by the Centennial Park 
Cemetery Trust. The projected crematorium 
will be built on cemetery property north of 
the present cemetery and 450 feet from 
Goodwood-road. 


Australia (Queensland).—Great changes 
are taking place at Mount Isa, the north- 
western Queensland mining town. More 
than 300 private homes are being built in 
the biggest construction boom yet experi- 
enced. A new high school is being built, 
and tenders will be invited for the building 
of fire and ambulance stations each valued 
at £20,000. Modern stores are opening and 
a large tropical-type post office is near 
completion. 


Brazil—Le Tourneau-Westinghouse Com- 
pany, wholly owned subsidiary of Westing- 
house Air Brake Company, is establishing 
an operation in Brazil to produce 
LeTourneau-Westinghouse parts and some 
earthmoving machines, it is announced by 
company officials at Peoria, Illinois. The 
operating company, a subsidiary of 
LeTourneau - Westinghouse Company, is 
named Tratores do Brasil SA, and will be 
located near the industrial city of Campinas, 
about 60 miles from Sao Paulo. Twenty- 
five acres of land are being purchased for 
the plant site. 


* Canada—A 200-room hotel is to be 
erected at the North-East corner of Rideau 
and Cumberland-sts., in Ottawa, having a 
§6-foot frontage on Rideau-st., and 200-ft. 
frontage on Cumberland-st. The building 
will comprise six floors, of which the ground- 
floor will be devoted to a restaurant and 
shops. It is expected to cost $1m. and will 
contain some apartments for permanent 
residents. UK firms interested in quoting 
for any part of the contract or for furnish- 
Ings, equipment, etc., for use in the hotel 
should write direct by airmail to Mr. Frank 


ee 


: a P ; : 
From the Board of Trade Special Register in- 
Ormation Service. 





THE BUILDER 


Brodie (Barrister), 46, Elgin-st., Ottawa, who 
is acting as a “ forwarding agent.” Inquiries 
by telephone should be made to Chancery 
4411, Ext. 755. 


Prefabrication in Germany 


Allgemeine Bautechnik, manufacturers of 
prefabricated buildings, would like to get 
into touch with British firms engaged in the 
same industry. Such firms should write to 
Herr Ing. E. P. Weiler, Friedrichstrasse 100, 
Dusseldorf, Germany. 


Aeroplane Hangar for Canada 


An aeroplane hangar, 50 feet in length 
and made of galvanised sheet steel] has left 
the works of the Coseley Engineering Co., 
Ltd., of Wolverhampton, en route to Van- 
couver. It will be transported to Alberta 
and carried from there to Fort Smith in the 
Canadian North-west by means of sledges. 
It is to be used by the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, who have just built a new 
airstrip there. 


“INCREASE OUTPUT BY 
10 PER CENT.” 


National President’s Call to Builders 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, National presi- 
dent, speaking at the annual general meet- 
ing of the Midland Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, at Birmingham, on 
Tuesday, said: “I suggested recently that we 
in the building industry should from now 
on, in order to avoid complacency, compare 
our output with that of the later inter-war 
years. I now go further and ask all in the 
industry, as their contribution to the national 
well-being, to pledge themselves to increase 
their output during 1954 by 10 per cent. 
as compared with 1953. 

“Even if this target were reached, we 
should, of course, only be on the way 
because there would still be a gap in relation 
to pre-war output. We should at least be 
on the right road.” 
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TRADE NEWS 


Mobile Workshops 


A complete service organisation compris- 
ing 47 service engineers with fully equipped 
service vans has been established by Petters, 
Ltd., Staines, Middlesex. A wide range of 
engines, both petrol and diesel, can be ser- 
viced, and each engineer is provided with 
a special kit of tools and spares, including 
special gear pulleys, flywheel key extractors 
and similar equipment. Each van is fitted 
with an atomiser test set and lighting equip- 
ment, and spare engines can be carried on 
slide rails secured in the centre of the vans. 


Company’s History 

The history of the company of Haywards, 
Ltd., 187, Union-street, Borough, SE1, from 
its inception in 1783 to the present day has 
been recorded in book form and published 
by the firm under the title of “ Years of 
Reflection.” Pleasingly presented and of 
general interest, the story starts with glass 
and glaziers, proceeds to iron and iron- 
mongers, combines the two trades and 
gradually through its various stages 
progresses into the industry as it is carried 
on to-day. 


House Construction 


Highworth Processes. Ltd., Highworth, 
Swindon, Wilts, in making arrangements for 
the construction of the Highworth Houses, 
have granted to Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, 1, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, 
SWI, for the area centred round London 
and Bristol, the right of construction of all 
types other than the detached house for 
owner-occupation. The houses are accepted 
by building societies for maximum loans, 
and houses for owner-occupation may be 
built by approved contractors with com- 
ponents supplied by Highworth Processes, 
Ltd. 


Wood Compound 


A synthetic wood compound ‘which com- 
prises wood in putty form and can be 
applied in sections of any thickness without 
subsequent shrinkage is being marketed by 
Porosan, Ltd. South-street, Chichester. 
Known as the “Synwood” self-sterilising 
wood compound, it is understood to be non- 
toxic and non-inflammable, and to be applic- 
able in one operation for even the biggest 
jobs, without building up layer by layer. 
Once hardened, it can be stained, polished or 
painted, and generally worked with edge 
tools like genuine timber. Its self-sterilising 
constituent is claimed to have a bacteri- 
cidal power which penetrates the adjacent 
woodwork and proofs the whole section 
against further rotting. 


Wiring Systems 

An entire range of “Tenby” wiring 
systems and accessories, together with 
“ Tenbyluxe ” and “Tenby Pilot” 5 amp. 
AC/DC switches, will be exhibited by S. O. 
Bowker, Ltd., 19-21, Warstone-lane, Birm- 
ingham 18, on their stand at the Electrical 
Engineers’ Exhibition, to be held at Earls 
Court from March 16 to 20. The “Tenby 
Pilot Frigate” range of flush switches will 
include the recently introduced range of 
plaster depth pressed steel boxes, which pro- 
vide an automatic levelling of the switch 
relative to the plaster facing of the wall, and 
obviates the need for packing or independent 
adjustment. They can be used for TRS 
wiring, oval-grip, round-grip or screwed 
conduits. 
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Minister Praises Efforts 


IR DAVID ECCLES, Minister of Works, 
speaking in Aberdeen on February 26, 
said it was the first opportunity he had had 
to praise the Scottish building and civil 
engineering industries for the wonderful 
expansion in their output in the last two 
years. The Scottish makers of building 
materials, especially bricks, had also put up 
record figures. 

Scotland’s building record was slightly 
better than England and Wales. In 1951, 
for instance, Scottish Jocal authorities and 
private builders completed 23,000 houses. 
Last year they got close to doubling this 
figure at 39,500, which was rather a bigger 
rise than south of the border. 

The figures for brick output in Scotland 
were amazingly good, the Minister con- 
tinued. “Production went up from 
468,000,000 in 1947 to 778,000,000 in 1953, 
and the daily output per man in the Scottish 
brickyards over the same period went up 
from 524 to 721. In Aberdeen four new 
works have started and your local output 
has risen from 4,000,000 to 18,000,000 bricks 
a year. You now have enough bricks for 
1,000 houses, as against 220. A fine effort. 

“We all regret that more use cannot be 
made of stone, particularly of your famous 
granite. The trouble is the cost. Short of 
increasing the housing subsidy, which we 
should not like to see done, it does not look 
likely that for council houses stone is 
economic. I am hoping to help the stone 
industry very substantially by the big 
increase in licences for large buildings which 
I am now granting. 

“The building outlook in Scotland for 
1954 is good. I see no reason why your 
builders and engineers should not make full 
use of the increased supply of materials 
which is now coming forward. With more 
cement and ‘more bricks, and timber off the 
ration I would expect the records you set 
up last year to be beaten this year.” 


Sham Building Decried 


THE ALTERNATIVES before the present-day 
architect were put by PROFESSOR ROBERT H. 
MatTTHEw, Chair of Architecture, Edin- 
burgh University, when he spoke at a meet- 
ing organised by the University College, 
Dundee, on “Architecture in Evolution.” 

Since the end of the last war it had been 
estimated that more buildings had been 
destroyed by minor wars, earthquakes, 
floods, hurricanes, and the mere process of 
dilapidation than the human race had been 
able to build in replacement. We were at 
present playing a losing game against 
destruction. Seen against that background 
the time-honoured techniques of handcraft 
building, so attractive in their unique and 
human quality, were hopelessly inadequate. 

In the changeover from hand to the 
modern machine-craft they might not like 
what they saw, but for architects aJl over 
the world there were only two possi- 
bilities. 

The first was to give up the struggle as 
impossible and to retire to the extreme 
margin of the problem and build in the old 
slow, luxurious way for those few who 
remained fortunate enough to be able to do 
so, leaving it to others to fill the great gap 
of world shortage of building. 

The second was to accept the aesthetics 
and economics of machine production in 
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building, and to master this very much 
greater problem, as many had already done. 

Professor Matthew described sham build- 
ing of the Victorian era. Extraordinary 
efforts were made to clothe the new steel 
frames in period costume and inspiration for 
this fancy dress was pursued among the great 
architectures of the past. 

It might appear difficult, if not totally 
impracticable, to our more unadventurous 
eyes to adapt the historical building styles 
to construction in iron, but the Victorian 
builders were not easily daunted and cast- 
iron, one of the most obliging materials, 
achieved many strange forms, classical or 
Gothic, Chinese of Baroque, according to 
taste and depth of the client’s pockets. 

As an architect he could only regret that 
long period of sham building while 
occasionally being amused at its results. He 
had no doubt that, as the age of fancy dress 
in architecture retreated into history, a more 
academically tolerant and understanding 
view would be taken, but they were hardly 
at that safe distance. 

Even now they were still mortified by the 
unhappy vision of new and sometimes 
important buildings arising in their midst, in 
the middle of the twentieth century, cased in 
a veneer of meaningless detail copied from 
the past. How slowly we had learned—he 
was not very sure that we had—that the 
random application of ancient forms and 
symbols to our building to-day was no more 
than a travesty of architecture. A habit 
that had little entertainment value to those 
who could appreciate the potentialities of 
our Own times; potentialities that needed no 
false reinforcements from history. 

In answer to a_ question, Professor 
Matthew said he thought that Denmark had 
gone furthest ahead of all the European 
countries. He did not know if there was 
any possibility of Scotland’s being converted 
to the new architecture, but if one was to 
believe the evidence of one’s eyes he would 
say it was very doubtful. 

In Scotland they had one of the best 
architectures in the world, and if they could 
link its value of simplicity and beauty with 
modern industrial production they would get 
something there. 

Professor Matthew was asked if he would 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish Nationa| 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 7$d.; Labourers, 3s, 2g 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of | For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
8. & 
Ist ne i es > 104 
2nd os ne 3 Joe 53 2 
3rd ms a «ae 79 9 
4th a < .. 664 106 4 
Sth 75 119 74 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) wa ne 32 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) 2 10} 











choose the modern features of architecture, 
or would he have sympathy with the neigh. 
bours in designing a building in Princes. 
street. He replied that he would not have 
much sympathy with many buildings in 
Princes-street, but he would certainly build 
in a contemporary way. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Plans prepared and approved for the erection 
of 250 houses at the Forehill housing site. The 
architect is Thomas O’Brien, MIMunE, ARIBA, 
Municipal Offices, High-st., Ayr. 

Ayr.—Corporation has three schemes of houses for 
which plans are to be prepared by Thomas O'Brien 
(F), Municipal-bldgs., High-st., Ayr. The quantity 
surveyors are: for 62 houses, Moffat & Wright, FRICS, 
The Sandgate, Ayr; for 76 houses in blocks, George 
Foote, FRICS, 76, High-st., Ayr; and for 250 houses 
at the Forehill housing site, R. H. Hall & Logan, 
FRICS, 20, Wellington-sq., Ayr. 

Clackmannan.—Plans for Alloa’s new sec. sch. 
which have been prepared by the County A, have 
been approved by County EC. 

Dundee.—Plans to be prepared for new community 
centre to be erected on a mid-Craigie site. The 
council architect and quantity surveyor are J. Mac- 
Lellan Brown, ARIBA, and . F. Morrison, 
FRICS, Municipal-bldgs., Dundee. 

Dunfermline.—Dean of Guild Court approved plans 
for corporation houses to the value of £154,650. 
These include 82 at Rosyth, £119,400; 20 at Jennie 
Rennie’s-rd., Dunfermline, £26,500; and 8 at Head- 
well-ave., £8,750. 

East Kilbride.—Development Corporation to have 
plans prepared for the 2nd development of the 
Markethill housing area, consisting of shops and 
houses, for which the architect is Frank Scott (F), 
Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

Eddlewood.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans prepared 
for 54 houses to be erected at the Quarter-rd_ housing 
site, for which the architect is Samuel MacColl (A), 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared by their architects for 

additions to the George Hotel, est. at £8,750, for the 
Eglinton Hotels (Scotland), Ltd., Méelville-st., have 
been approved. 
- Edinburgh.—Plans in hand for scheme of houses, 
est. to cost £12,000, to be erected at Buckstone-ave. 
by Modern Homes (Edinburgh), Ltd., Melville-cres., 
Edinburgh. 

Fifeshire.—Plans in hand for Kirkcaldy’s new 
clinic which is to be erected at Templehill. The 
architect is Robert Meldrum, AMInstCE, AMTPI, 
Master of Works Offices, Whitesway-causeway, Kirk- 
caldy. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has plans in hand for new 
housing scheme for the Garthmunnock housing sil¢ 
(Area N). The architect is Archibald G. Jury @), 
Housing Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for new non 
ferrous factory, Swanston-st., Bridgeton, for Mavor 
& Coulson, Ltd., Dalmarnock-rd., Bridgeton, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for three- 
storey extension to factory at Calgary and Kyle-sts. 
Dobbie’s Loan, for J. F. Small, Ltd. ; 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by NCB architects have 
been approved for new buildings for various purposes 
to be erected at Garscube colliery by the NCB. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for new bonded warehouse to 
erected at the Westhorn Farm, London-rd., by the 
Scottish Grain Distillers, Ltd. ie 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new buildings # 
23-25, Kilfinan-st., Possilpark, for Messrs, Mallon, 
Jordonhill. The architect is Donald J. Cameron @), 
Saxon-rd., Glasgow. , 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions at 121, St. Vincent-st. and at Hope-st., for 
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ghich the architects are John Keppie & Henderson 
and oa H. Cleaves (F&A), 196, West Regent-st., 
Glas 


Gomock- —Plans prepared for reconstruction and 
additions for Fleming Reid & Co., Ltd., at the 
Merino Woollen Mills, Peat-rd., for which the archi- 
tect iS James Houston (A), The Schoolwynd, Kilbirnie, 


Ayrshire. 
Inverness.—Corporation has had plans prepared and 


approved for six houses to be erected, at an est. cost 
of £11,885, at Bruce-gdns. and Bruce-ave. The 
gchitect is James Blackburn (F), Municipal-bldgs., 
Inverness. 
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Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new houses 


to be erected at the Muirlea farm site at Biggar, for 
which the architect is James S. Shannon (F), 45, 
High-st., Biggar. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans, prepared by their architects, 
have been approved for new foundry baths and 


lavatory., est. to cost £24,000, which are to be erected 
at Burnbank-rd. for the Fulwood Foundry Co., Ltd., 
Hamilton. 


Peterhead.—Dean of Guild Court have granted a 
petition by the town council for the erection of 12 
houses for old people and 24 three-storeyed flats at 
Catto-dr., at an est. cost of £40,000. 


FUTURE ‘CONSTRUCT ON 





Appointments open will be 


Full details of Public 
pages of this and 
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previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
MARCH 1. 


+Glendale RDC.—Six houses, 10 flats at Wooler. S. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 29. 


MARCH 9. 


*+Plymouth City C.—Two houses, ar? -pl., Prince 
Rock. City A, Seymour-rd.. Dep. £3 

MARCH 10. 
*tCrawley Dev. Corp.—Block of factories. Chief 
A, Broadfield. 

MARCH 11. 
*tSouth Western Reg. Hosp. Brd.—Alterations, 


Regional Archi- 
Dep. £2 2s. 


boiler house, Digby Hospital, Exeter. 
tect, 27, Tyndalls Park-rd., Bristol, 8. 
MARCH 12, 

*tBirmingham City C.—Contract No. 348, 50 dwell- 
ings at Cat-la., Shard End estate (part 2); and contract 
No. 350, two houses and one tenants’ room at Hutton 
estate, Washwood Heath. City A. Dep. £2 2s. each 
contract. Tenders by April 14. 

*+Swansea CBC.—Five houses, Brygwyn filter plant 
site, near Llandilo. Boro’ A. £5. 

*tTewkesbury BC.—40 dwellings, Oldfield Barton- 
rd. site. Rainger, Rogers & eg , 29, 
Rodney-rd., Cheltenham. Dep. £2 

MARCH 13. 

*tEssex CC.—Health centre, LCC estate, 
County A, Chelmsford. 

tGreenwich BC.—Erection of 8 houses on the site 
of 2-22, Ormiston-rd., SE10. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 15. 

*+Bucks CC.—Junior school. Far Bletchley. County 
A, Aylesbury. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by April 26. 

*Paignton UDC.—16 old people’s bungalows.  S. 
Hodson, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 16. 
{Gillingham BC.—Alterations and additions, Tech- 
pg Fag Gardiner-st. BE. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders 
y May 18. 
*tPortsmouth City C.—14 flats and 64 houses (three 


Aveley. 


contracts). City A. Dep. £1 each. 

MARCH 17. 
‘Glasgow Corpn.—Shops, flats and maisonettes at 
Parkneuk-rd., Mansewood. Architectural and Plan- 
ning Dept., 20, Trongate, Glasgow, Cl. 

MARCH 18. 
*Calne and Chippenham RDC.—Six houses and site 
works at Ditteridge, Box. Edwards & Webster, 


architects, 10, St. Mary-st., Chippenham. Dep. £2 2s. 
Huddersfield CB.—S2 houses, Reinwood estate, and 





16 houses, Standiforth estate. Boro’ A, High-st.- 
bldgs., Huddersfield. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 19. 


—. CBC.—12 flats at Abbey-st. Boro’ A. 
“tact Suffolk CC.—Police house, East Bergholt, and 
same at Stratford St. Mary. County A, Ipswich. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. beard by April 9. 
MARCH 22. 
‘Brighton CBC.—New i A and boiler house, 
. school for girls. BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd. 


2s. 
P MARCH 24. 

Bootle CBC.—County primary school at Copy-la., 
Netherton. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Deal BC.—26 tilly St. Martin’s-rd. estate. BE. 


Dep. £2 2s, 

. MARCH 25. 

Berks CC.—Police house, Station-rd., Twyford. 
mty A, Wilton House, Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. 


‘Harrow UDC.—18 houses, Mountside, 


V between 
9 ae and Kenton-la., Harrow Weald. 


E&S. 


garages. Edgware Golf 
Stanmore. J. H. Melville Richards, 


‘Harrow UDC.—Eight 
estate, 


Course 
E&S. Dep. ip A 


*Harrow UDC.— 


External decorations to 245 dwel- 
lings. J. H. Melville Richards, E&S. Dep. £2 

Huddersfield CB.—Erection of a cty. jun. sch. at 
Crossland Moor, Huddersfield. Boro’ A, High-st.- 
bidgs., Huddersfield. Dep. £2 2s 

*Leicester CC.—Shopping centre on Eyres Monsell 
estate, comprising 26 shops with 22 maisonettes over. 
City A. Dep. £3 


MARCH 26. 
*Glasgow Corpn.—Shops and maisonettes. Field- 
head-sq., Eastwood. Architectural and Planning 
Dept., 20, Trongate, Cl. 


CC.—Practical instruction Stan- 


County A. Huntingdon. 


MARCH 27. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—Pair of houses, Wakeley-rd., 
West Howe estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Romford BC.—Selected list of quuieatiets for new 
house construction. J. Twinn, TC. 


MARCH 29. 
*Dorchester RDC.—40 houses, Charminster. bi E. 
Jay (L), architect, 58, High West-st. Dep. £2 2 
*Halifax CBC.—68 flats at Mixenden and ies at 
Moor-la. BE, Crossley-st. Dep. £2. 


MARCH 30. 
*Brighton CBC.—16 flats, Albion 
Islingword-rd. BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd. 


MARCH 31. 

Manchester CC.—Design and construction of r.c. 
barrel vault roof at the public washhouse, Whitworth 
Baths, Manchester. City A, Town Hall. Dep. £1 Is. 
- *Todmorden BC.—Building, Central Vale Park. BE. 

ep. £2. 


*Hunts 
ground. 


rooms, 


Hill Homes, 
Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 3. 
*Chailey RDC. —Reconstruction of estate roads, etc., 
Rushy Green, Ringmer. 
APRIL 8. 


_ Great Yarmouth.—Reconstruction of the North Pier 
in the Harbour at Great Yarmouth. Coode & Ptnrs., 
civil engineers, 9, Victoria-st., London, SW1. Dep. 


£10 10s 
APRIL 12. 
*tHeston and Isleworth BC.—Extension of refresh- 
ment pavilion and new convenience at Lampton Park, 


Hounslow. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
. APRIL 24. 
*Chailey RDC.—12 dwellings, Rushy Green, 
Ringmer. 
NO DATE. 


*Canterbury City C.—House§ and maisonettes on 
various sites. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
MARCH 17. 
*Birmingham City C.—External pginting of 2,100 
municipal houses. R. J. Allerton, Housing Manager. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 18. 

*Wallasey CBC.—External painting 49, Wooden 
Chalets. Boro’ A. 

MARCH 29. 

*Leatherhead UDC.—Domestic hot water installa- 
tions to 219 council houses. E&S, Red House, Bull 
Hill. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 5. 

*Wallasey CBC.—External painting 642 houses. 

Boro’ A. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 15. 

*Dronfield Pioneer Health and Housing Soc., Ltd.— 
Roads, footpaths and drainage on site adjacent to 
The Avenue, off Green-la. D’Arcy S. Dye, QS, 7, 
Paradise-sq., Sheffield, 1. Dep. £2 2s 

MARCH 17. 

Southborough UDC.—Surface dressing to roads and 
supply of road materials. S, Council Offices, South- 
borough, Kent. 

H 18. 


MARC 
tNorth of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board.—Construc- 
tion of Glen Quoich road bridge. Sir William Halcrow 


& Ptnrs., engineers, Alliance House, Caxton-st., West- 
minster, SW1. Dep. £5 5s 
MARCH 22. 

Isle of Wight RDC.—Sewage disposal works at 
Brading. Lemon and Blizard; consultant engineers, 
Lansdowne House, Castle-la., Southampton. Dep. 
£3 3s. 


Wing RDC.—About 1,100 yds. sewers and 340 yds. 
main, pumping station and enlargement of sewage dis- 
posal works at Stoke Hammond. Council S. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
MARCH 27. 

Newmarket RDC.—About 5,840 lia. yds. sewers, 
pumping station, sewage disposal works, mains, etc. 
Silcock & Simpson, engineers, 10, Park-row, Leeds, 1. 

MARCH 29. 

Leek RDC.—About 10} miles of water mains, two 
reservoirs of 100,000 galls. and 23,600 galls. capacity, 
respectively, and a pumping station, section A, part 1, 
of contract No. 3, Eastern Parishes water supply. 
Willcox, Raikes and Marshall, engineers, 33, Great 
Charles-st., Birmingham. Dep. £10 10s. 

APRIL 1. 

Acton BC.—Surface dressing of approx. 

yds. of highways. BE, Town Hall, W3. 
APRIL 2. 

Beamimster RDC.—About 3,900 yds. mains at Hal- 
stock, with a small pump house. Lemon & Blizard, 
engineers, Castle-la., Southampton. Dep. £2 2s. 


120,000 sq. 


Newton-le-Willows UDC.—Resurfacing trunk road 
A.49 E&S, Market-chbrs., Market-st., Newton-le- 
Willows. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 9. 


Wimborne and Cranborne RDC.—Construction of a 
mass concrete service reservoir of 100,000 gal. capacity 
and small booster pumping station Lemon and 
Blizard, consultant engineers, Castle-la., Southampton. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 14. 

Cheltenh and Gl ter Joint Water Board.— 
Two r.c. scuaiealie of 1.700,000 galls. and 1,300,000 
galls. capacity, respectively, at Churchdown Hill. G. 
Marsland, MBE, BSc, and J. Goodridge, AMICE, 21. 
Eastgate-st., Gloucester. Dep. £5. 

APRIL 20. 

*Thurrock UDC.—Extensions to Marsh Farm sewage 
disposal works, West Tilbury. W. H. Radford & 
Son, consultant engineers, Albion-chbrs., King-st., 
Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Barnet.—Houses.—Subject to MH and LG 
approval, BC propose to allocate 5.4 acres to the 
north of Whitings Hill Estate, near Arkley village, 
for the building of about 45 houses. The architect 
for the scheme is O. Mansfield Thomas, 46, The Croft, 
Barnet, who is also architect for a scheme proposed 
by George Reed (Builders), Ltd., contractors, 256a, 
Green-lanes, N13, for the erection of houses on 1.3 
acres of land fronting the main Arkley-rd. 

Dagenham.—DwELLING-HOUSES.—Proposals by Ash- 
ton Development Co., Ltd., for the erection of 65 
dwelling-houses and 32 garages in Chadville-gdns. 
have been given TP consent. 





Dagenham.—DweLiincs.—The erection of four 
dwellings at Felhurst-cres., as proposed by F. Goff & 
Sons, Ltd., bldr., 1a, Atherton-rd., E15, has been 
granted TP permission. 

Deptford.—Fiats.—Ashley & Winton Newman, 
LF.RIBA, 3, Verulam-bldgs., WCl1, are preparing 


plans for the erection of 40 flats. 

Enfield.—FLats anp Houses.—Frank Lee, 7, Little 
Park-gdns., is the surveyor for the erection of 72 
flats and 66 houses at Hoe-la. North estate, and 
three-storey flats at Foxhall, Baker-st., for UDC. 

Friern Barnet.—Boys’ Cius.—Proposals have been 
made by the Friern Barnet Boys’ Club for the 
erection of a boys’ club premises at the junction of 
Woodhouse-rd. and Woodleigh-ave., N12. 
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Friern Barnet.—HiGHway Depot.—CC have ap- 
proved detailed plans submitted by UDC for the 
erection of a garage, maintenance and highway depot 
at Cromwell-rd., N10, sewage disposal works. 

Hackney.—FLats.—MBC are recommended to 
approve the erection of 84 flats in five blocks, two 
having three, two having five and one having six 
storeys, at Clapton Common (No. 5) housing site, 
at an estimated cost of £215,500. 

Hornchurch.—DweELLING-HOUSES.—Amended layout 
and site plans for the erection of 112 dwelling-houses 
at Whybridge Farm Estate, Rainham, submitted by 
K. I. Joseph, building and land surveyor, 288, High- 
rd., Ilford, have been given TP approval. 

Hornchurch.—Factory AND OFFices.—Amended 
site plans for a factory and offices at Manor-way, 
Rainham, have been given TP consent. They were 
submitted by C. Binks, Ltd., Endive-pl., E14. 

Hornchurch.—Houses.—TP approval has been 
granted to the amended plan submitted by Thos. 
Bates & Son, Ltd., building contractors, Church-rd., 
Harold Wood, for the erection of 10 dwelling-houses 


on the sites of Nos. 3-8 and 11-14, Wychelm-rd., 
Hornchurch. 
Hornchurch. — DWELLING-HOUSES. — By-law _ per- 


mission has been given to proposals by B. J. Dennis 
& Son, 79, Slewins-la., Romford, for the erection 
of 14 dwelling-houses on the sites of Nos. 1-11, 
Brierley-cl. and Nos. 39-43, Great Gardens-rd., Horn- 
church. 

Hornchurch.—DweELLinGcs.—TP permission has been 
given to the erection of six dwelling-houses on the 
sites A to F on plan, Upminster-rd., Rainham, as 
proposed by R. W. & C. T. Wilson, Ltd., 23, 
Salisbury-rd.. E12. 

Hornchurch.—Dwe.LinGcs.—Proposals by Stedmans 
(Estates), Ltd., 8, Wangey-rd., Chadwell Heath. for 
the erection of 80 dwelling-houses on sites at Halidon 
Hill and Elgin-ave., Harold Wood, have been given 
by-law permission. 

Hornchurch.—DweEL.inGcs.—By-law permission has 
been granted to the erection of 42 dwelling-houses on 
the sites of Nos. 1-14, The Leas; 1-16, Crouch Valley; 
and 1-12, Avon-rd., Upminster, proposed by E. E. 
Cross & Son, builders, 162, Balgores-la.. Gidea Park. 

Hornchurch.—BuNGALOWws.—TP permission has been 
given to proposals by Hamford Properties. Ltd., for 
the erection of 13 bungalows on the sites of Nos. 1-13 
on plan, Cranham-gdns., Cranham. 

Hornchurch.—Scuoo..—The use of land at the 
Catholic Church of St. Joseph, St. Mary’s-la. and 
Champion-rd. and No. 117, St. Mary’s-la., Upminster, 
as a site for a primary school has been given TP 


approval. The proposer is the Right Rev. G. A. 
Beck, AA, Bishop of Brentwood. 
Kensington.—CuurcH.—Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 


OM, RA, FRIBA, 3, Field-ct., Gray’s Inn, WC1, has 
been invited to be the architect of the new Church 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St. Simon 
Stock to be built in Kensington. Building will not 
be started for some time; no licence has yet been 
obtained. 

Marble Arch.—C.Lus PREMISES.—MOW has granted 
a building licence to the Victory Ex-Services Club, 
73-79, Seymour-st., W2, to rebuild the blitzed portion 
of the club at the Edgware-rd. corner and work will 
shortly begin. The extension, to be called the 
Memorial Wing, will contain 59 double bedrooms and 
43 single bedrooms, as well as an assembly hall and 
three meeting rooms. The architect is Alister 
MacDonald, FRIBA, Aldine House, 10-13, Bedford 
st... WC2. 

Stepney.—Factory.—Proposals have been made by 
G. Barker, ‘Ltd., 50, New-rd., El, for the erection of 
a factory in Bacon-st. 

Uxbridge.—HouseEs.—Proposals are being made by 
UDC for the erection of 206 houses at Harefield. 
The surveyor is H. E. Stripp, 263, High-st. 

Wimbledon.—Housinc.—BC have made a com- 
pulsory purchase order to acquire vacant land 
between Nos. 72 and 76, Leyton-rd. for housing 
purposes. 

Wimbledon.—Housinc.—BC have made a com- 
pulsory purchase order to acquire land at junction 
of Gilbert-rd. and Haydons-rd. for housing purposes. 

Wimbledon.—InpDustTRIAL BuILDING.—Masson, Scott 
& Co., Ltd., propose to erect a two-storey industrial 
building at Riverside-rd., SW18. 

Wimbledon.—F.ats.—Surrey T and CP Committee 
have given permission to erect a block of four fiats 
on site of Nos. 22-28, Haydon Park-rd. 

Wimbledon.—Co.LeGe Extension.—North Surrey 
Area Sub-Committee have given permission to the 
construction of additional classrooms at Wimbledon 
College, Edge-hill. 

Wood Green.—DEvELOPMENT.—BE has _ submitted 
a preliminary layout plan of the proposed develop- 
ment of Bounds Green-rd. site, and is to prepare 
detailed proposals for submission to Middlesex CC. 
BE is also to prepare a revised plan outline zoning 
plan for the layout of Redevelopment Area ‘‘ B.’’ 

Wood Green.—F.Lats.—Sketch plans submitted by 
BE for the erection of a three-storey block of flats 
on the New-rd. site, and the conversion for housing 
purposes of No. 217, Alexandra Park-rd., together 
with plans for the erection of six flats on the allot- 
ment site at Granville-rd., have been approved by 
Hsg. Com. 

Wood Green.—F.Lats.—Layout plans have been 
submitted by BE&S for the erection of 12 flats on 
the sites of Nos. 315-321, Lea Bridge-rd. TP Com. 
have approved the scheme in principle. 

Wood Green.—Hovuses.—Proposals for the erection 
of two houses on the site of No. 9, Queens-rd., Ell, 
and two houses on a vacant site in King Edward-rd., 
have been submitted to TP Com. by BE. 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
DEARER BRICKS, CEMENT AND STEEL 


Fletton bricks, cement and some types of steel 
have all been increased in price, as follows:— 


s. ¢. 
Fletton bricks ; pe 3 0 per 1,000 
Portland cement .. ee .» J 6 per ton 
Re-roiled steel and steel plates 7 O per ton 
BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association has 
announced that following changes in the market 
prices of metals basis prices have been increased 
from midnight, March 1, as follows:— 
Increased by Basis price 











per lb. per lb. 

Brazed brass tubes , 4d. 344d. 

Drawn brass strip sections 4d. 23d. 
(PROVINCIAL) 


Abram.—UDC to erect five blocks of flats on 
Bickershaw site. Architects, J. C. Prestwich & Son, 
Bradshawgate-chmbrs., Leigh. 

Alnmwick.—RDC agreed to build second instalment 
of 100 houses at Shilbottle for miners. Council’s archi- 
tects, Reavell & Cavill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs. 

Birkenhead.—BC approved plans: 9 _ two-storey 
blocks of flats, 12 garages and store at Upton-rd./ 
Boundary-rd., for M. Curlender, Dale-st.,  Liver- 
pool, 3. Architect, B. A. Millar, 39, Bluecoat-chbrs., 
School-la., Liverpool; 20 houses at Holm-la. for 
Birkenhead Housing Assocn., Ltd. Architect, A. 
Kerr, 41. Comely Bank-rd., Edinburgh; store at 
Oliver-st. for CWS, Ltd. Architect, G. S. Hay, 1, 
Balloon-st. Manchester; motor showroom, workshop 
and offices at Union-st. and New Chester-rd. for 
Bebbington Motors, Ltd., Kings-la., Bebington; 10 
houses at Mavis-dr. for S. B. Burrows & Sons, Ltd., 
Joan-ave., Moreton. Architects, Zwinger & Haddy, 
30, Exchange-st., Liverpool; 34 houses at Bassen- 
thwaite-ave. for Peak Construction Co., Ltd., 49, 
Hamilton-sq. Architects, J. Rimmer & Sons, 48, 
Castle-st., Liverpool. 

Birmingham.—Reg. Hosp. Board received approval 
for erection of new outpatients and casualty depart- 
ment at Corbett Hosp. £200,000 est. 

Blackburn.—Daniel Thwaites & Co., Ltd., propose 
erection of public-house at Sunny Bower.—TC 
approved plans: Laboratory, coal store and lavatories 
at Cartmel-st. for Scapa Dryers, Ltd.; reconstruction 
of industrial premises at Quarry-st. for J. & S. Leaver, 
Ltd.; single-storey building at Philips-rd. for Mullard, 
Ltd. Architects, Ormrod & Banister, Liverpool; 
reconstruction of premises at Bank Top for Wood 
and Co. (Blackburn), Ltd.; engineering workshops at 
Boyle-st. for Wright Hargreaves Engineering Co., 
Ltd.; assembly hall and lavatory block at St. Joseph’s 
School, William Hopwood-st., for Rev. A. 
O’Connor. 

Carlisle.—TC approved scheme by S for adaptation 
of west bay of Market Hall to provide 10 shops and 
additional storage space, £45,000 est.—Erection of 120 
flats and 180 bungalows on small sites in area. 

Cheshire.—CC received approval in principle from 
MH&LG to proposals for completion of new County 
Offices, adjoining Chester Castle, at est. cost £290,000. 

Crook.—UDC plan 160 houses near Hall-la., 60 
houses at Hunwick and 80 at Billy-row. Council’s 
architects, T. A. Page, Son and Hill, 75, King-st., 
South Shields. 

Crosby.—TP Com. have authorised BE to proceed 
with preparation of detailed plans and estimates for 
swimming baths at Mariners-rd., approximate est. cost, 
£150,000. 

Darlington.—TC to build 300 houses this year. 
Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm, authorised to invite tenders 
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for groups of houses, or negotiate contracts, as and 
when required.—EC approved sketch plans for first 
stage of proposed college of further education, ; 

Dronfield.—UDC received allocation of 50 houses 
for 1954, 20 to be allocated to Dronfield Pioneer 
Health and Housing Society, Ltd. 

Dukinfield.—TC received approval for 32 houses at 
Buckingham-dr., Yew Tree-la. site No. 2. 

Durham.—Durham Div. Coal Board, Newcastle-op. 
Tyne, to spend £10m. on construction of coal-washin 
plants in County Durham. 8 

Easington.—RDC received Min. permission to ere 
16 houses at Wheatley Hill, £21,599.—It is propose 
to build concert hall for 400 people at Blackha) 
Workmen’s Club. ‘ 

East Suffolk.—County EC recommended amendeg 
estimate of £62,000 for submission to MoE for adqj. 
tions to Lowestoft Grammar Sch. Programme js 
divided into two parts, one costing £27,000 for jp. 
clusion in main 1954-55 building programme, and the 
second costing £35,000 in reserve programme jo 
1954-55. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—UDC invited William Leech 
Ltd., Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, and John Clark 
& Son, Seaham, to submit tenders for 100 traditiona| 
houses each, and Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orcharg 
House, Newcastle, for 100 ‘‘ No Fines ’’ houses, R. 
Morton is Council’s Housing Officer. 

Gateshead.—Hugh Weed & Co., Ltd.. engineers, 
Team Valley Trading Estate, to build new workshop, 
Architects, Cotton, Ballard & Blow, Haymarket, New. 
castle-on-Tyne.—Clark, Chapman & Co.. Ltd., en 
gineers, propose to build new drawing office of three 
storeys. Architect, C. S. Errington, Grainger-st,, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—TC instructed BE, G. F. Winters, 
to prepare plans for multi-storey flats in East-st. and 
Peareth-st.—R. Collins, Russell-bldgs., King-st., South 
Shields, architect for proposed canteen and gate office 
at Coulthards-la. for Armstrong, Whitworth & Co, 
(Metal Industries), Ltd.—J. W. Hilton, 28, St. Mary’s. 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architect for 10 houses in 
Alwinton-gdns. for Mr. Ramsey. 

Keighley.—TC approved plans; Store shed and load- 
ing bay at Ingrow Engineering Works, Halifax-rd., for 
Beechy Many & Co., Ltd.; 30 houses at Braithwaite 
Estate for TC. 

Longbenton.—UDC to build 12 bungalows and % 
houses on Kelvin Park estate. A. E. Sweetman, §. 

Maidstone.—BC have appointed Mr. Clifford 
Worthington, FRIBA, St. Annes, Boxley-rd., Maid. 
stone, Kent, as architect for the renovation of the 
town’s Corn Exchange. The scheme includes the 
provision of a small theatre. 

Manchester.—TP Com. approve in principle the 
erection of: Six-storey buiiding on site of former 
Rates Office, 77, Princess-st. and 88, Mosley-st., City 
(proposed by Town Hall Com.); residential nursery at 
Rose Hill Convalescent Home, Longley-la., Northen- 
den (proposed by Children’s Com.); dining room and 
kitchen block at Levenshulme High Schoo! for Girls, 
Errwood-rd.; and domestic and _ trades college at 
283-287, Wilmslow-rd., Fallowfield (proposed by Ed. 
Com.). 

Middlesbrough.—Starting dates for five new schools 
granted to EC: Longlands County College and Middle 
Beck No. 2 County Sec. Sch., March 22; Berwick Hills 
No. 2 Cty. Prim. Sch., August; Berwick Hills No. 3 
Sch., November; and Town Farm RC Sec. Sch, 
February, 1955.—EC to reserve site in Broughton-ave. 
area for primary and nursery school.—Educ. A, P. R. 
Middleton. 

Middleton.—BC approved plans: 44 houses at John 
Lee Fold for Mrs. E. L. Simpson, 17, Jubilee-rd., 
Middleton; mission hall, fronting Stanycliffe-la., for 
Trustees of Boarshaw Gospel Hall. 

Newark.—TC to negotiate with E. Coleman, Ltd, 
for erection of 80 houses. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Dryden & Shaw, Market-tt., 
Newcastle, prepared plans for 10 houses in Bruce 
gdns. for Carr & Kirk, builders, Stocksfield-ave., 
Newcastle.—M. Gatoff, Trafalgar-st., Newcastle, pre- 
pared amended plans for showrooms, offices and stores 
in Cross-st. for Grahames, Ltd.—Revised plans by 
Dryden & Shaw, Market-st., Newcastle, for 42 houses 
at Silver Lonnen for R. Bowey & Son, Back Raby- 
st., Newcastle, have been approved.—City A pre 
pared plans for 144 flats on Kenton North estate 
for City C.—C. A. Parsons & Co., Ltd., electrical 
plant contractors, to build workshops and_ offices in 
Shields-rd. and have prepared own plans.—Blackwood 
Morton & Sons, Ltd., Buxton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
to extend their premises to include new warehouse. 
Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, 
Ellison-pl.—P. L. Browne, Son & Harding, Peatl- 
bldgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, af 
architects for bank premises in Mosley-st., Newcastle, 
for the District Bank.—M. Grady, builder, 1, 
Broadwood-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, proposes to build 
six private houses in Tantobie-rd., Newcastle, and has 
had plans approved. : 

Northumberland.—EC to let contract for erection 
of additional out-office accommodation at Newburl 
Hall CP School, Newburn. County A, C. C. Brown, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Plymouth.—Corporation propose to __ reconstruct 
Guildhall at estimated cost of over £300,000. Scheme 
now includes committee rooms, theatre, gallery and 
restoration of Tower and Western Law Courts. City 

: J. W. Stirling. P 

Rochester.—City C to build 128 Cornish unit houses 
on site at Temple Farm, with provision for further 
216 houses and 16 old people’s bungalows ; 

Scarborough.—TC received loan sanction, for 


£226,844 for erection of 173 houses on Eastfield site.— 
Housing Com. proposes building 240 houses in nex 
financial year at £324,000. , 
Stockton-on-Tees.—TC received loan sanction fot 
£26,000 for erection of seven shops and five flats 
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Roseworth estate. --Boro’ A., T. C. Hartley, prepared 
plans for 14 houses at Raydr- cl., seven houses 
Rudyard-ave., 35 houses in Durham-rd. and Rothwell- 
cres., and 45 houses in Durham-rd. and Renvyle-ave. 
—G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st., Stockton, prepared 
plans for six houses in Bromley-rd. for G. Hope, 
Ltd., builders, Stockton. 

Sunderland. —Lane, Fox & Co., Ltd., High Barnes 
Works, Sunderland, to carry out housing development 
scheme in Fulwell area providing for total of 800 
houses.—Corpn. Welfare Com. recommend con- 
struction of residential hostel at Pennywell to cost 
£24,500. Boro’ A, . C. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland.—Corpn. Children’s Com. 
including in estimates £10,000 for proposed working 
boys’ hostel to accommodate 25 youths. Boro’ A, 
H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd.—Stephen- 
son & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., North- St., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, architects for garage, workshop and showroom 
at corner Bonnersfield and North Bridge-st., Sunder- 
land, for Mr. A. Refson. 

Swansea.—Corpn. Parliamentary Com. approved 
building programme in central town area which could 
be allocated starting dates this year with total esti- 
mated cost of £625,095. 

Tynemouth.—TC approved plans Ry BE, D. M. 
O’herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields, 
for 220 houses at Chirton Grange ‘and for proposed 
school in Wallington-ave.—TC also approved scheme 
for building of 64 dwellings on five derelict sites at 
North Shields. Plans by BS. 

Walsall.—TC to invite tenders for branch library at 
West Bromwich-rd. Architect, 
st., Walsall. 

West Bromwich.—Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd., 
Albion-rd., propose the erection of an office block. 

West Bromwich.—The erection of a factory in 
Colliery-rd. has been proposed by Chloride Batteries, 
Ltd., 58, Dale End, Birmingham. 

West Lancs.—RDC propose 
bungalows near Hesketh-la., 


10 houses and 8 


Tarleton. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Plans approved for the Corporation’s 
new garages, workshops and new offices to be erected 
at Cattofield. A. G. Booth, MInstCE, Engineer and 
Architect, Municipal-bldgs., the Castlegate, Aberdeen. 
Excavation, brick, building and allied works: *J. 
Aitken, Ltd., Great Northern-rd., Aberdeen, £13,909. 
Plumbing, sanitary engineering and _ allied works: 
*James Dean, Queen-st., £2,350. Joinery, carpentry 
and allied works: *A, M. Kennedy, Ltd., John-st., 
£5,795. Plaster, lathing and allied works: *Bremner 
Bros., Great Northern-rd., Woodside, £931. Tile and 
allied works: *Toffole, Jackson & Co., Ltd., West 
Regent-st., Glasgow, £445. Electrical fittings, instal- 
lation and allied works: *Aberdeen Direct Labour 
Works Dept., £2,119. Painting and allied works: 
*Alexander MacKie, Bon Accord-ter., £1,410. (Others 
of Aberdeen.) 

Aberystwyth.—Erection of 86 houses at Penybont 
West site, for TC: *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 
London. 

Aldridge.—118 houses at Pheasey estate, for UDC: 
*H. Boot & Sons, Ltd., Banner Cross Hall, Eccles- 
hall-rd. South, Sheffield, £162,457. 

Barnard Castle.—Erection of 20 houses at Etherley, 
for RDC. Architect, L. Lawton, 45, Galgate, Bar- 
nard Castle: *W. Stobart, Billy Hill, Crook, £26,371. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Erection of eight flats at Hima- 
laya-ave., for BC: *Direct Labour, £8,209. 

Blackburn.—Erection of new classrooms at high sch. 
for girls, for EC: *R. J. Patchett, Ltd., Bradford. 

Bracknell.—Erection of factory for Corrugated 
Wrappers, Ltd. Chief Architect to Bracknell Develop- 
ment Corporation, E. A. Ferriby, BArch, ARIBA, 
AMTPI; Chief Quantity Surveyor, L. Charles Fowler, 
FRICS, FIArb. *J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Maiden- 
head, £50,984. 

Bradford.—Alterations and additions at Oak Hurst 
Hostel for Blind Women, for TC: *Thomas Pickles & 
Sons (Dudley Hill), Ltd., Bradford, £6,798.—Erection 
of two blocks of four- “storey flats and two blocks of 
five-storey flats and maisonettes at Thorpe Edge estate, 
for TC: tGeo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London. 

Bridge Blean.—Erection of 28 houses at Sturry, 
Kent, for RDC: *J. & M. Smith (Ashford), Ltd., 
£34,166 (subject to MOH&LG approval). 

Brighton.—Conversion of Nos. 3, 4, 5, Vernon-gdns., 
and 24, Windlesham-rd., into an old people’ s home, 
and erection of additional single storey wing, for TC: 
‘Frank Palmer, Ltd., Brighton, £37,189. 

Brighton.—Erection of eight flats at the junction of 
Upper and Lower Bevendean-aves., for > SAC. 
Jenkins, Ltd., £10,246. 

Burnley.—Erection of 92 houses at Far Brunshaw 
estate, for TC: *Leonard Frankland (Contractors), 
Ltd., Blackburn-rd., Church, Accrington, £105,441. 

Burnley. —Erection of a twin operating theatre unit 
at Burnley Gen. Hospital, for Manchester Reg. 
Hospital Brd.: *Bleasdale Bros., Burnley, £39,743. 

Carlisle.—Erection of 35. houses at Harraby, for 





City C. City E, L. J. A. Stow. 18, Fisher-st., Car- 
a. john Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle, 
Cherise. —44 houses, Fernlands-dr., for UDC. 


V. Davies, MIMunE, FRICS, E&S. Quantities by 
E. C. Harris & Partners: *E. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., 
Addlestone, £61,473. 


C. Gray, 15, Bridge 


THE BUILDER 


Chester.—Work for RDC. T. C. R. Eaton, ARIBA, 
architect, 16, White Friars, Chester. 44 houses at 
Upton, 2 houses at Gt. Boughton. *T. Warrington & 
Sons, 82, Station-rd., Ellesmere Port. 2 houses at 
Christleton. *J. Roddy, St. Mark’s-rd., 
Chester. 

Coleshill.—Erection of a new boys’ 
Gerrards Hospital: *R. M. Douglas 


Erdington, Birmingham. 
Dagenham.—Works for BC :on the Marks Gate 
18 old persons’ bungalows: 


estate:—38 houses and 
{Direct Labour, £82,649. 54 houses and 15 garages: 
tS. R. Bryett, £87,518. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared for the new gynecologi- 


Saltney, 


ward at St. 
, Ltd., George-rd., 


cal dept., and new out-patients’ building at the Edin- 
burgh Royal Infirmary. Thomas W. Turnbull, archi- 
tect, Master of Works Office, Royal Infirmary, Edin- 
burgh. Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 


*George Ray & Co., Ltd., Cayfield-st. Plumbing, 
sanitary engineering and allied works: *Shaw & Gilray, 


Ltd. Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *Robert 
Neish, Ltd., Eyre-st. (All of Edinburgh.) 
Gateshead.—Erection of workshop and canteen, 


High-st., for George Wilkes & Sons, furnishers. 
tects, Arthur & Kirkup, Swinburne-st., 
*Buildex, Ltd., Oxford-ter., Gateshead. 

Gateshead.—Erection of assembly shop on Team 
Valley trading estate, for Huwood Mining Machinery, 
Ltd. Architects, Jack Cotton, Ballard & Blow, Hay- 
market House, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Stephen Easten, 
Ltd., Westgate Grange, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Glasgow.—Erection of new Drumchapel sch., for 
Corp. John MacNab (FP), architect, Education Offices, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. Concrete, brick, building and 
allied works: *Gilbert Ash, Ltd. Aluminium super- 
structure and allied work: *The Bristol Aeroplane Co., 
Ltd., Weston-super-Mare. Joinery, carpentery, iron- 
mongery and allied works: *James Laidlaw & Sons, 
Ltd., Bridgeton, Glasgow. Tarmac and allied works: 
*Val de Travers Asphalt and Paving Co., Ltd., Glas- 
gow. Flooring and allied works: *The National Floor- 
ing Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Floor tiling and allied works: 
*Toffolo, Jackson & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Extension of existing contract, consisting 
of 138 houses at Larkfield housing site, for Corp. 
Robert L. Rankine, AMTPI, AMInstCE, Council A, 
Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton- 
st., Greenock: *Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., Castle- 
rd., Levenbank, Jameston, Vale of Leven, £249,580. 

Hammersmith.—Erection of 25 flats on the Albion- 
gdns. estate, for BC: *Direct Labour, £43,547. 

Hartlepool.—Erection of 74 houses, for TC. BE, 
J. H. Wood: *Rennie & Son, Regent- -sq., Hartlepool 
(38 houses); *Atter & Davison, Bruce-cres., West 
View, Hartlepool (36 houses). 

Hyde.—41 houses, roads and sewers at Fleet-st. site, 
for BC: *W. H. Matthews, Ltd., 25, Norris-rd., Sale, 
£64,341 and £12,604. 

gh houses at Braithwaite estate, for TC: 

W. Heaton (Builders), Ltd., 8 

"aan hana to head post " office at Deans- 
gate, Bolton, for MoW: *E. & S. Street, Ltd., Bolton- 
rd. Works, Kearsley. 

Liverpool.—Extensions and alterations to the Green- 
la. bus depot for City C. tJ. B. Johnson & Co., Ltd 
17, Overton-st., Liverpool, 7, £35,638. 

Liverpool. —Works for City ec — Erection of Bank- 
field sec. mod. sch., Green-la. {Tysons (Contractors), 
Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool, 5. Erection of new sec. 
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mod. sch. at Arnot-st., Walton. tMorrison & Sons, 
Ltd., Grange-ter., Liverpool, 15, £109,547. Restora- 
tion and alteration of Beaufort-st. cty. prim. sch. 
tSouth End Builders and Decorators (Liverpool), Ltd., 
Greig- -st., Liverpool, 8, £16,836. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
£500 or over:— 

Building work: M. J. Gleeson Comoe Ltd., 
Chesterfield-rd., Sheffield 8; R. H. Wale, Ltd., 
High-st., Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds’ Construction of 
hardstandings : John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 91, Ebury 
Bridge-rd., London, SWI. Painting work: . 
Long, Ltd., 110, Breck-rd., Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancs. 
Heating services: Benham & Sons, Ltd., Wigmore-st., 
London, W1. Ventilation services : Supervents, Ltd.. 
Magnare House, Sidcup-bye-Pass, Kent. 

General maintenance work: George ‘Blease & Co., 
Ltd., Henry-st., Sawmills, Crewe; Arnold Ingham & 
Son, Builders, Ltd., Crescent Sawmills, St. Annes-on- 
Sea, Lancs; William J. Hunter, Cranbrooke, Five 
Mile Town, Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland; Fred. Pear- 
son & Co., Ltd., 32, Cemetery-rd., Doncaster; John 
H. Pierce, Osborne-rd., Tweedmouth, Berwick-on- 
Tweed. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended February 27. 

Building work: Downing Rudman & Bent, Ltd., 
Spanbourne-ave., Chippenham, Wilts; Sir Lindsay 
Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 171, Shaftesbury-ave., London, 
WC2; Brown & Jackson, Ltd., Elm-st., Fleetwood, 
Lancs; Farrans, Ltd., 78, Mount-st., London, W1; 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Woodseats, 
Sheffield, 8; C. Syms & Sons, Ltd., 132, London-rd., 
Calne, Wilts. 

Civil engineering: James White (Contractors), Ltd., 
25, Conniston-rd., Edinburgh, 10. Re-sheeting of 
hangar and painting work: Maurice Hill, Ltd., The 
Estate Office, Bedhampton, Havant, Hants. General 
maintenance work: C. Moyser & Son, Martins Bank- 
chbrs., 21, Baxter Gate, Doncaster; Perry & Wiliiam- 
son, Ltd., 148, St. Marks-rd., Wolverhampton; Carney 
Bros., Brewery-st., Rugeley, Staffs. 

LCC.—Erection of the first stage of a cty. prim. 
sch. at Highbury Quadrant, Islington East:— 


to value of 


J. Jerram, Ltd., Leyton £127,236 
Hall Bedall & Co., Ltd., Southwark» 121,342 
A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Bayswater 121,293 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 119,600 


Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington .. 118,211 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup... .. 117,428 
W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes 117,196 
Marples, Ridgeway & Partners, Ltd., West- 

minster 116,500 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Bal 115,994 
H. Fairweather & Co., tae _—— Hill 114,843 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembl ey .. . 113,995 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finchley 113,886 


The comparable estimate "of Mr. Jack Howe, 
ARIBA, MSIA, the architect responsible for the work, 
is £114,365. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— 

Erection of 26 flats and 14 maisonettes at Buxton 
House, Snaresbrook-rd., Leyton: *C. Manning, 
Ltd., £82,687. External redecorations and repairs at 
Commercial-st. Police Station: *J. Hoare & Son, 
£1,028. Erection of kennel runs at West Wickham 
Wireless Station: *Rooke, Swidenbank & Co., £2,810. 
Improvements to kitchen and canteen at Camberwell 
Police Station: C. R. McManus, £1,531. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended February 20:— 

Dumbartonshire and Stirlingshire: Reinforced con- 
crete construction, The Scottish Tarmacadam and 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Yorkshire: Painting 
and decorating, H. G. Gates, Ltd., Bradford. 
Hampshire: Painting and decorating, F. Labbett & 
Sons, Nottingham; Concrete road renewal, W. H. 
Gaze & Sons, Ltd., London. SWS; Building work, 


Cc. W. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Basingstoke. 
Kent: Building, ‘Grumment Bros., Ramsgate. 
Essex: Road construction, W. & C. French, Ltd., 


Buckhurst Hill. Kent. Road repairs, Johnson Bros. 
(Aylesford), Ltd., Tonbridge. Lancashire: Building, 
Thomas Croft & Sons, Ltd., Preston. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations to provide show- 
rooms and offices in Hood-st., for A. J. Wares. Ltd., 
builders’ merchants. Architects, Page, Son & Hill, 75 
King-st., South Shields: *Stephen Easten, Ltd., West- 
gate Grange, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newport (Salop).—Erection of six bungalows for 
UDC: *Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Wirral, 
Cheshire, £7,270. 

Northampton. —Erection of Phase 1 of a new techni- 
cal college, for EC: *A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 79, 
Eccleston-sq., London, SW1, £59,200. 

Peterlee.—Erection of 144 houses at Acre Rigg, for 
the Peterlee Development Corporation, Shotton Hall, 
Castle Eden: *G. M. Pearson & Son, Ltd., Front-st., 
Hetton, Co. Durham. 

Reading.—Erection of new provincial centre for 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Architect for 
MoW, N. C. Hughes, ARIBA: Chief Quantity Sur- 
veyor to MoW, J. T. A. Brookes, FRICS. ‘*J. M. 
Jones & Sons, Ltd., Maidenhead, £142,500. 

Sheffield.—Erection of a new store at the Moor, for 
Roberts Bros. (Sheffield), Ltd.: *J. Wilkinson & Son 


(Builders), Ltd , Olive Grove Works, Sheffield. 
Sheffield.—144 dwellings, Greenhili estate, for City 
Cc. J. L. Womersley (A), City A:— 
H. R. Smith (Contractors), Ltd. .. £187,898 
J. Hall & Co. (Bldrs.), Ltd. .. . 184,721 
Redmile & Poole, Ltd. a 178,970 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. .. 177,487 
Bailey & Martyn, Ltd. < 177,442 
W. Memmory & Sons, Ltd. 176,996 
H. Dernie & Sons, Ltd. 174,592 
J. W. Sivil, Ltd. 173,312 
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J. F. Finnegan & Co. (Sheffield), Ltd. 172,710 
Public Works Dept. .. : “ 172,267 
R. Charlesworth, Ltd... 172,256 
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T. V. Simpson .. 171,809 
*W. Redmile & Sons, Ltd. ‘ 166,125 

Sheffield.—Superstructure for first stage Colleges of 
Technology and Commerce, Pond-st., for City C. 


Gollins, Melvin, Ward & Partners, architects. Quanti- 
ties by J. Barrett, Sons & Partners:— 

M. J. Gleeson ne Ltd. . £450,000 
W. Moss & Sons, Ltd. 432,511 
The Butterley Co., Ltd. 431,800 
G. Longden & Son, Ltd. 408,000 
*Public Works Dept. 380,900 


(Cumberland).—Construction of a new 
Work- 


Ae 


*Duncan- 


Siddick 
miners’ welfare hall: 
ington. 

Stokesley.—Works for RDC. 
Tarran & Sons, Hutton Rudby; 
son & Sons, Ltd., Middlesbrough. 

Stoke Newington.—Erection of 27 dwellings on the 
Defoe-rd./Brodia-rd. housing site for BC: *Direct 
Labour, £48,905. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—Aged persons’ bungalows at 
Tiddington, for BC: *Smith & Unett, Ltd., £5,590. 

Sunderland.—Erection of eight bungalows at Tun- 
— aed RDC. C. Emmerson, S.: *Direct Labour, 
£8,985. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield.—Erection of Stoneyford-rd. sec. 
mod. sch., for EC: *J. Searson, Ltd., Station-rd., 
Sutton-in-Ashfield. 

Tynemouth.—Erection of eight shops and maison- 
ettes on the Marden estate, for TC: *Gilbert Park & 
Son, Ltd., Tynemouth-rd., North Shields. 

Walsall. —36 houses at Gipsy- -la. site, for TC: *Sir 
Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Little Sutton, Wirral, 
Cheshire, £49,948. 

Walton-le-Dale.—18 houses at Meanygate estate, for 
UDC: *Leonard Frankland (Contractors), Ltd., 
Blackburn-rd., Accrington, £35,737. 

West Sussex.—Work for CC:—Crawley Ifield Cam- 
pus—3 FE sec. gram. sch. and 4 FE sec. mod. sch.: 
*Y. J. Lovell & Sons, Ltd., Horsham. Three 3 
Crawley—nine_class_jnr. and seven class inf. sch.: 
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*James Longley & Son, Ltd., Crawley. Soutt hbourne 
sec. mod. sch.: Chapman, Lowry & Puttick, Ltd., 
Haslemere. Surveyor’s Depot, Drayton, new garage 
block: *B. L. Hale & Son, Ltd., Bognor Regis. 
ing sec. mod. sch., new biology laboratory: *Fielq 
Cox, Ltd., Brighton. Nurses’ flats, Littlehampton: 
*Ogilvie & Gardner, Ltd., Littlehampton. Nurses’ 
house, West Dean: E. A. Chiverton, Bognor Regis, 


Wolverhampton.— —Erection of 101 dwellings at 
Tettenhall site No. 3, for BC: *Direct Labour 
£130,113. ; 

Wombourne.—Erection of Ounsdale-rd. cty. prim 
sch., for Staffs EC: *A. F. R. Godfrey & Co., Ltd. 
Wolverhampton, £31,881. : 

Yarmouth.—Erection of the Herman inf. and jnr, 


sch. at Gorleston-on-Sea, for CB. F. Jackson, ARIBA. 
Schools A, 22, Euston- rd., Great Yarmouth. Quantities 
by Philip Pank & Partners:— 


D. Leighton & Son, Ltd., Lowestoft .. . £84,612 
H. A. Holmes & Sons, Ltd., Gorleston 82,286 
J. Cooper, Gorleston . . 81,466 
Tooley & Youngs, Stalham, Norfolk . -. 80,420 
H. Carter & Son, Ltd., Gt. Yarmouth .. 80,068 
E. Moore & Son, Ltd., Gt. Yarmouth 78,914 
*R. G. Carter, Ltd., George-st., Gt. 
Yarmouth Me ws 4 Ae os Aepole 
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